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FOREWORD 

It  has  not  been  the  author's  intention  to  give  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Revelation,  but  rather  to  outline  the  divi- 
sions and  furnish  a  few  suggestions  for  clarity's  sake. 

In  order  to  grasp  the  fulness  of  the  truth  in  the  Revela- 
tion, the  text  in  the  Bible  must  be  carefully  and  prayerfully 
followed. 


I  John  5:4-5. 
GIFT    OF 

AUTHOR 


May  the  heart  of  the  reader  be  opened  to  the  inexhaustible 
wealth  of  the  revelations  of  God's  great  truths. 


A  STUDY  OF  THE  REVELATION  OF 
JESUS  CHRIST 

Chapter  I 

"When  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  he  will  guide  you 
into  all  truth:  for  he  shall  not  speak  of  himself;  but  what- 
soever he  shall  hear,  that  shall  he  speak:  and  he  will  shew 
you  things  to  come."  John  16:13. 

The  Revelation  is  a  Book  of  particular  value  to  the 
people  of  this  day,  a  Book  packed " full  of  divine  promises 
of  superlative  importance  to  us.  It  is  pure  prophecy — that 
which  we  have  given  us  as  "a  light  that  shineth  in  a  dark 
place".  II  Peter  1:19-21.  "All  scripture  is  given  by  in- 
spiration of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, 
for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness:  That  the 
man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all 
good  works."  II  Timothy  3:16. 

Never  before  has  it  been  so  vital  that  we  understand 
the  Revelation,  and  never  before  has  it  been  so  clearly  re- 
vealed, largely  because  of  recent  developments  in  various 
spheres  of  human  life.  Quoting  from  Dr.  Scofield,  "Doubt- 
less much  which  is  designedly  obscure  to  us  will  be  clear 
to  those  for  whom  it  was  written  as  the  time  approaches." 
"It  is  written,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God 
hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  But  God  hath  revealed 
them  unto  us  by  his  Spirit:  for  the  Spirit  searcheth  all 
things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God.  For  what  man  knoweth 
the  things  of  a  man,  save  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in  him? 
even  so  the  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  (by)  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Now  we  have  received,  not  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  but  the  spirit  which  is  of  God;  that  we  might  know 
the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God.  Which  things 
also  we  speak,  not  in  the  words  which  man's  wisdom 
teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth;  comparing 
spiritual  things  with  spiritual."  I  Cor.  2:9-13). 

In  the  year  96  A.  D.  John,  the  beloved  apostle  of  Christ, 
was  in  the  Isle  of  Patmos.  He  was  there  evidently  by  the 
decree  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  banished  as  a  religious 
prisoner.  Ordinarily,  this  would  have  brought  to  an  end 
his  earthly  ministry,  but  while  isolated,  John  was  wonder- 
fully used  by  God  (in  His  all-wise  providence)  as  an  instru- 


ment  for  His  unique  message  concerning  these  last  times. 
Our  Heavenly  Father  and  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour,  Whom 
to  know  is  life  eternal,  foreknew  our  need  and  marvelously 
bequeathed  to  us  these  wonderful  words,  that  our  hope  and 
faith  be  not  dimmed,  that  we  be  not  dismayed  when  facing 
chaos  and  turmoil.  In  the  deepest  reverence,  must  we 
approach  this  holy  document. 

Often  applied  to  the  "Revelation"  is  the  Greek  word 
"Apocalypse"  which  means  "actual  appearance  or  dis- 
closure."1 The  whole  Book  relates,  to  believers,  the  actual 
appearance  to  John  of  visions  symbolizing  the  tremendous 
events  that  will  take  place  immediately  before  and  accom- 
panying the  establishing  of  the  truly  new  day  under  the 
Lord  Jesus.  "Behold,  the  former  thing  are  come  to  pass, 
and  new  things  do  I  declare:  before  they  spring  forth  I  tell 
you  of  them.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song,  and  his  praise 
from  the  end  of  the  earth,  ye  that  go  down  to  the  sea,  and 
all  that  is  therein;  the  isles,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof" 
(Isa.  42:9,  10).  This  is  prophesying  of  the  same  era. 

The  following  verse,  Rev.  1:3,  shows  that  these  things 
should  be  read  and  heard  by  all  Christians  everywhere: 
"Blessed  is  he  that  readeth,  and  they  that  hear  the  words 
of  this  prophecy,  and  keep  those  things  which  are  written 
therein:  for  the  time  is  at  hand."  The  time  had  come  where- 
in these  things  had  begun  to  unfold  to  the  ultimate  end; 
and  it  pleased  God  to  reveal  them  to  His  own.  "The  natural 
man  receives  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  for  they  are 
foolishness  to  him;  neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they 
are  spiritually  discerned.  But  he  that  is  spiritual  discerneth 
all  things,  yet  he  himself  is  discerned  (or  understood)  of 
no  man."  (1  Cor. -2: 14-15).  The  spiritual  ear  must  be  at- 
tentive in  order  to  receive  the  messages  of  God.  In  the 
heart  must  be  the  spirit  of  devout  and  earnest  seeking.  "Even 
the  Spirit  of  truth;  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  because 
it  seeth  him  not,  neither  knoweth  him:  but  ye  know  him; 
for  he  dwelleth  with  you,  and  shall  be  in  you."  "But  the 
Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will 
send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring 
all  things  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said  unto 
you."  John  14:17,  26.  The  writer  would  suggest  that  the 
reader  follow  closely  the  text  in  the  Bible.  (Also  keep  in 
mind  II  Peter  1:20,  21). 

The  central  theme  of  Revelation  is  the  coming  world- 
kingdom  of  our  Lord,  when  He  shall  reign  forever.  "The 


'See  Isaiah's  apocalypse,  chapter  24-27. 
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kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord, 
and  of  his  Christ;  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever." 
(Rev. /J !:  15b).  Altogether,  the  book  is  a  series  of  several 
great  pictures  depicting  symbolically  heavenly  verities. 

That  there  are  the  three  major  divisions  of  Revelation 
must  be  held  in  mind  to  understand  clearly  that  which  is 
being  revealed  in  its  proper  sequence.  These  divisions  may 
be  established  according  to  the  command  given  to  John,  (.1) 
"Write  the  things  which  thou  hast  seen,  and  (2)  the  things 
which  are,  and  (3)  the  things  which  shall  be  hereafter." 
By  careful  examination  we  see  that  these  things  are: 

1.  Things  past  (of  Christ,  the  resurrected  Redeemer — ) 
Rev.  1:5-8. 

2.  Things  present  (then  existing — obviously  the  seven 
churches).     The   Temple  had  been  destroyed    (by 
Titus  70  A.D.)  when  this  was  written,  the  Jews  had 
been  dispersed,  and  the  testimony  of  God  had  been 
transferred  from  the  Temple  to  the  churches  by  Christ. 
"O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  pro- 
phets, and  stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee, 

^  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  to- 
gether, even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under 
her  wings,  and  ye  would  not!  Behold,  your  house 
is  left  unto  you  desolate.2  .For  I  say  unto  you,  Ye 
shall  not  see  me  henceforth,  till  ye  shall  say,  Blessed 
is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And 
Jesus  went  out  and  departed  from  the  temple".  (Matt. 
23:37-39;  24:  la).  This  was  His  last  message  to  the 
Jews  specifically.  That  the  testimony  was  trans- 
ferred is  also  set  forth  in  I  Tim.  3:15,  16.  "But  if 
I  tarry  long,  that  thou  mayest  know  how  thou 
oughtest  to  behave  thyself  in  the  house  of  God, 
which  is  the  church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth."  "And  without  controversy 
great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness:  God  was  manifest 
in  the  flesh,  justified  in  the  Spirit,  seen  of  angels, 
preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the  world, 
received  up  into  glory." 

2The  Divine  ordinance  of  the  offerings  as  observed  in  the  Tabernacle 
(and  later  in  the  Temple)  were  types  of  His  vicarious  death  on  the 
Cross.  They  looked  forward  to  Redemption  by  the  Lamb,  the  Son 
of  God.  His  death  fulfilled  the  promise  of  these  offerings  and  their 
efficacy  was  transferred  to  the  crucified  and  resurrected  Lord  and 
Saviour.  Christ  also  called  the  Temple  His  "house"  in  John  2:16, 
Matt.  21:13,  and  Mark  2:17.  Be  sure  to  refer  to  John  4:20-24,  wherein 
Jesus  expounded  the  doctrine  of  the  indwelling  Spirit. 


3.  Things  future,  ("things  which  shall  be  hereafter"), 
probably  meaning  after  the  church  period  ends  with 
the  translation  of  the  true  church).  See  John  14:3. 

In  this  last  division  we  have  presented  a  series  of  six 
sevens: 

1.  Seven  seals,  Rev.  4:1  to  8:1. 

2.  Seven  trumpets,  Rev.  8:2  to  11:19. 

3.  Seven  personages,  Rev.  12:1  to  13:18. 

4.  Seven  vials  (bowls),  Rev.  15:1  to  16:21. 

5.  Seven  dooms,  Rev.  17: 1  to  20: 15. 

6.  Seven  new  things,  Rev.  21:1  to  22:7. 3 

Through  these  chapters  are  scattered  five  parenthetical 
passages.  Keep  in  mind  that  they  do  not  advance  the  pro- 
phetic narrative,  but  portray  other  events  of  the  same  period. 

John  writes  his  salutation  in  this  marvelous  document 
in  Rev.  1:4-6.  "John,  to  the  seven  churches  which  are  in 
Asia:  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  from  Him  which  is  and 
which  was,  and  which  is  to  come;  and  from  the  seven  Spirits 
which  are  before  his  throne;  and  from  Jesus  Christ,  who  is 
the  faithful  witness,  and  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead,  and 
the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  Unto  him  that  loved  us, 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath 
made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  his  Father;  to  Him 
be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen." 

This  greeting  is  followed  by  the  declaration  of  the  heart 
and  cause  of  the  message,  and  the  announcement  of  Who 
He  is  Who  cometh,  the  Creator  and  Finisher  of  the  Faith. 
"I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  saith 
the  Lord,  which  is  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the 
Almighty"  (Rev.  1:8).  "Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds" 
(of  witnesses) ;  "and  every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  they  also 
which  pierced  him:4  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  shall  wail 
because  of  him.  Even  so,  Amen."  (Rev.  1:7). 

John  declares,  "I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day." 
The  Spirit  was  upon  him  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  trance, 
and  by  the  power  of  God  he  was  projected  into  the  "day  of 

3 First  we  had  a  group  of  seven  churches,  making  seven  groups  in 

all. 

4 At  once  we  know  exactly  who  this  is.     "And  I  will  pour  upon  the 

house  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  the  spirit 

of  grace  and  of  supplications:  and  they  shall  look  upon  me  whom 

they  have  pierced,  and  they  shall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  mourneth 

for  his  only  son,  and  shall  be  in  bitterness  for  him,  as  one  that  is 

in  bitterness  for  his  firstborn."  Zech.   12:10. 

"And  again  another  scripture  saith,  They  shall  look  on  him  whom 

they  pierced."  John  19:37. 


the  Lord",  that  day  when  He  shall  return  in  glory  and  power 
to  judge  the  nations  and  to  establish  His  rule  wholly. 

In  verse  9,  John  introduces  himself  as  a  "brother,  a 
companion  in  tribulation,  and  in  the  kingdom  and  patience" 
(denoting  his  spirit  under  martyrdom)  "of  Jesus  Christ." 
At  this  time  he  was  made  to  hear  a  great  voice,  as  of  a 
trumpet,  saying,  "I  am  He  that  liveth  and  was  dead  (the 
Resurrected"  One) ,  the  first  and  the  last.  What  thou  seest, 
write  in  a  book,  and  send  it  unto  the  seven  churches  which 
are  in  Asia;  unto  Ephesus,  and  unto  Smyrna,  and  unto 
Pergamos,  and  unto  Thyatira,  and  unto  Sardis,  and 
unto  Philadelphia,  and  unto  Laodicea."  (Read  verses  2 
to  18).  Thus  we  see  that  the  'Revelation"  is  to  the 
churches  and  not  to  the  world.  These  particular  churches 
are  mentioned  because  they  held  within  them  condi- 
tions which  aptly  represented  all  the  churches  of  that 
day  and  those  of  the  different  historical  periods  of  the 
church  to  be,  during  the  succeeding  ages.  They  also 
represent  each  of  the  different  types  of  Christian  churches 
of  these  latter  days.  These  churches  form  a  circle,  histori- 
cally, geographically,  and  actually.  They  were  seven  in 
number,  and  "seven"  in  Scripture  always  denotes  comple- 
tion, or  a  whole,  showing  that  they  depicted  the  whole 
church  of  God. 

Introduction  and  Description  of  the  Son  of  Man. 

Turning  in  the  direction  from  whence  came  the  great 
voice,  John  saw  seven  golden  candlesticks,  and  in  their  midst 
was  One  like  unto  the  Son  of  Man.  He  was  completely 
clothed  with  the  garment  of  His  office  of  High  Priest  (see 
Heb.  9:24-28),  having  about  Him  the  "girdle"  of  service. 
His  garment  was  one  of  pure  righteousness,  and  He  was 
royally  girdled  for  divine  service  in  empowering  men  to 
live  acceptable  lives  before  God,  to  carry  out  God's  will 
for  and  in  themselves. 

His  hair  was  "white  like  wool — as  white  as  snow"  (the 
Ancient  of  days  spoken  of  in  Dan.  7:9).  "White"  also  speaks 
of  His  eternity  and  purity,  "snow"  of  heaven,  and  "wool"  of 
the  Lamb. 

"His  eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire."  They  were  as  pen- 
etrating and  illuminating  as  will  be  His  all-seeing  judgment. 
Nothing  shall  remain  hidden.  "Fear  them  not  therefore: 
for  there  is  nothing  covered,  that  shall  not  be  revealed; 
and  hid,  that  shall  not  be  known."  Matt.  10:26. 

"His  feet  were  like  unto  fine  brass,  as  if  they  burned 


in  a  furnace."  Brass,  throughout  the  Bible,  represented 
judgment;  "furnace"  suggested  the  Altar  of  Sacrifice.  He 
comes  as  a  judge  by  authority  of  His  sacrifice.  The  day 
which  this  vision  is  representing  is  that  day  when  the  Son 
of  God  shall  return  to  the  earth  in  judgment  and  put  every- 
thing that  is  antagonistic  to  God  under  His  feet..  He  shall 
make  His  enemies  His  footstool.  "He  that  rejecteth  me, 
and  receiveth  not  my  words,  hath  one  that  judgeth  him: 
the  word  that  I  have  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him  in 
the  last  day."  (John  12:48). 

"His  voice  had  the  sound  of  many  waters."  This  seems 
to  indicate  that  He  will  speak  in  all  languages,  that  is,  He 
will  be  heard  and  understood  by  all  races.  It  also  suggests 
that  His  voice  will  have  the  quality  of  many  different  waters 
—powerful,  awesome,  musical,  altogether  lovely  and  re- 
freshing as  rippling  streams. 

"Out  of  His  mouth  went  a  sharp,  two-edged  sword" 
(verse  16),  picturing  to  us  the  power  of  His  word  (as  in 
decrees) ,  when  He  comes  to  rule  this  world  in  righteousness. 
Paul  tells  us,  "For  the  word  of  God  is  quick,  and  powerful, 
and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing  even  to 
the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the  joints 
and  marrow,  and  is  the  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents 
of  the  heart. .  Neither  is  there  any  creature  that  is  not  mani- 
fest in  his  sight:  but  all  things  are  naked  and  opened  unto 
the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do."  (Heb.  4: 12,  13) . 

"His  countenance  was  as  the  sun  shineth  in  his  strength." 
Divine  glory  was  in  His  face  in  a  superlative  degree,  like 
unto  the  brilliance  of  the  sun.  In  like  manner  we,  too,  shall 
"see  Him  as  He  is."  See  Philippians  3:21  and  1  John  3:2. 

"He  had  in  His  hand  seven  stars."  "The  seven  stars,"  He 
declared,  (verse  20)  "are  the  angels"  (or  spiritual  leaders) 
of  the  seven  churches."  "Angels"  literally  mean  spiritual 
messengers;  they  are  typical  of  those  who  bear  God's  mes- 
sages to  a  church.  We  are  told  definitely  in  Rev.  1:20  the 
meaning  of  the  stars  as  well  as  the  candlesticks  surrounding 
Him,  which  clearly  sets  forth  His  relationship  to  the 
churches. 

The  Effect  of  the  Vision  and  the  Commission. 

John  writes,  (verse  17)  "When  I  saw  Him,  I  fell  at  His 
feet  as  dead.  And  He  laid  His  right  hand  upon  me  saying, 
'Fear  not,  I  am  the  first  and  the  last.  I  am  He  that  liveth 
and  was  dead;  and  behold,  I  am  alive  forevermore.  I  have 
the  keys  of  hell  and  death.  Write  the  things  thou  hast  seen, 
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and  the  things  which  are,  and  the  things  which  shall  be  here- 
after.' ': 

Reread  carefully  chapter  I.5 


CHAPTER  II 

The  Messages  to  the  Seven  Churches.1 
Rev.  II  and  III. 

1.     The  Church  at  Ephesus.    Rev.  2:1-7. 

Representative  of  the  church  of  the  Apostolic 

PERIOD  Period,  of  that  day  in  which  Revelation  was 

OF  written,  up  to  the  close  of  the  first  century — 

APOSTLES      also  of  one  branch  of  the  present  day  church, 

seemingly  the  Fundamentalists. 

The  message  to  each  church  is  addressed  to  the  special 
messenger  ("angel")  of  that  particular  group;  and  it  is  note- 
worthy that  He  who  is  speaking  is  presented  to  each  church 
according  to  its  own  particular  need.  Here  (Rev.  2:1)  He  is 
the  One  "who  holdeth  the  seven  stars  in  His  right  hand, 
and  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the  candlesticks,"  reminding 
them  that  He  is  in  their  midst  and  holds  them  in  His  hand. 
See  verses  2  and  3  wherein  He  commends  them  for  their 
work,  patience,  hatred  of  evil,  scruples  for  sincerity,  "and 
for  my  name's  sake  hast  laboured  and  hast  not  fainted." 

Ephesus  means  "desired".  (See  verses  4  and  5) .  Never- 
theless they  left  their  "first  love",  to  which  he  exhorts 
them  to  return  and  repent  lest  He  come  quickly  and  remove 
their  candlestick,  i.e.,  their  representation  before  God. 
(Christ  is  our  Intercessor). 

"But  this  thou  hast  (in  thy  favor),  that  thou  hatest 
the  deeds  of  the  Nicolaitanes,  which  I  also  hate."  Nicolai- 
tanes  is  thought  by  some  to  refer  to  the  earliest  form  of  a 
priestly  order,  or  clergy,  which  later  divided  an  equal 
brotherhood  into  priests  and  laity.  What  in  "Ephesus"  was 

'Notes  for  further  study:  Candlesticks — Rev.  1:20,  Matt.  5:14-16. 
Clothing— Isa.  61:10;  Eph.  6:13-17;  Rev.  19:8.  White  head  and  hair 
—Dan.  7:9.  His  appearing— Matt.  17:1,  2;  Acts  22:6-8,  2  Peter  1:16-18; 
Fear  and  hope — 2  Tim.  1:7,  8;  Prov.  1:24-33.  Voice  of  many  waters 
—Dan.  10:6;  Rev.  14:2-3;  17:15;  and  19:6. 

'For  the  distinction  between  Christendom  and  the  true  church,  see 
Matt.  13. 


deeds,  became  later  in  "Pergamos"  a  doctrine.  The  word 
"Nicolaitanes"  has  in  it  the  meaning  of  "conquering  the 
people,"  that  is,  one  group  over  the  other.  This  they  "hated," 
and  were  approved  in  it.2 

Notice  carefully  verse  7,  "He  that  hath  an  ear"  (spirit- 
ual hearing)  "let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  unto  the 
churches:  to  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the 
tree  of  life"  (life  to  be  completely  restored  in  future) , 
"which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  paradise  of  God."  This  is  the 
great  promise  in  each  message  to  "him  that  overcometh."  A 
wonderful  promise! 

2.     The  Church  at  Smyrna.    Rev.  2:8-11. 

PERIOD  Representing  the  church  during  the  period  of 

OF  martyrs,  extending  through  the  second  and 

MARTYRS  third  centuries  to  about  316  A.  D.,  also  those 
of  this  age  suffering  martyrdom. 

Thousands  and  thousands  of  men  and  women  gave  their 
lives  for  their  faith  during  the  martyr  period.  Here  He  is 
presented  as  the  Resurrected  and  Eternal  One,  with  the 
promise  of  immortality.  "These  things  saith  the  first  and 
last,  which  was  dead  and  is  alive"  (verse  8). 

Polycarp,  one  of  the  first  martyrs,  was  a  bishop  of 
Smyrna.  When  he  was  offered  release  if  he  would  but  re- 
nounce Christ,  he  replied,  "Eighty-six  years  have  I  served 
my  Lord  and  He  is  my  greatest  friend.  How  can  I  now 
blaspheme  Him  who  shed  His  Blood  to  wash  away  my  sins?" 
He  was  burned  at  the  stake.  How  amazing  is  the  cruelty  of 
the  anti-Christ! 

Christ  knew  their  suffering  by  His  own  experience,  and 

2Another  authority  says: — "NICOLAITANES,  ....  a  sect  or  party 
which  arose  in  the  apostolic  period  of  the  Church,  and  is  twice 
mentioned  by  name  in  the  epistle  to  Ephesus  and  Pergamos.  (Rev. 
2:6,  15).  In  the  former  passage  it  is  said  to  the  credit  of  the  church 
at  Ephesus  that  she  shared  in  the  feelings  of  the  Lord  concerning 
the  Nicolaitanes  and  viewed  them  with  the  hatred  which  they  de- 
served. In  the  epistle  to  Pergamos  the  charge  is  made  that  some 
of  that  church  held  to  teachings  of  the  Nicolaitanes  who  are  com- 
pared to  those  who  hold  the  teaching  of  Balaam.  The  general  voice 
of  antiquity  accuses  them  of  holding  the  lawfulness  of  eating  things 
offered  to  idols,  and  of  mixing  in  and  encouraging  idolatrous  wor- 
ship; and  as  they  are  charged  with  denying  God  to  be  the  Creator 
of  the  world  and  attributing  its  existence  to  other  powers  they 
could  unquestionably,  on  such  grounds,  permit  themselves  so  to  act 
and  thus  far  it  is  probable  that  the  accusation  is  not  ill-founded. 
The  community  of  women  was  another  doctrine  which  they  are  said 
to  have  adopted  and  their  conduct  seems  to  have  been  in  the  highest 
degree  licentious."  The  real  origin  of  the  sect  will  perhaps  never 
be  acertained  with  certainty. 

10 


said  to  them,  "Fear  none  of  those  things  which  thou  shalt 
suffer:  be  thou  faithful  unto  death  and  I  will  give  thee  a 
crown  of  life.  I  know  thy  works,  and  tribulation  and 
poverty— but  thou  art  rich."  See  John  16: 33.3 

"Behold  the  devil  shall  cast  some  of  you  into  prison 
that  ye  may  be  tried;  and  ye  shall  have  tribulation  ten  days." 
It  is  said  that  during  the  second  and  third  centuries  there 
were  exactly  ten  Roman  edicts  issued  which  had  as  their 
object  the  wiping  out  of  every  Christian.  Very  probably, 
there  will  be  ten  different  times  of  intensive  persecution 
in  the  latter  days,  having  the  same  object  in  view.  Consider 
the  situation  in  Russia  at  the  present  time.  It  is  said  that 
there  have  been  four  periods  of  intensive  persecution  there 
so  far. 

"And  I  know  the  blasphemy  of  them  who  soy  they  are 
Jews"  (those  who  claim  to  be  of  God  because  of  race)  "and 
are  not,  but  are  of  the  synagogue  of  Satan"  (serving  Satan 
in  carrying  out  his  diabolical  schemes  for  the  world) .  They 
were  guilty  of  the  blood  of  the  early  martyrs.  God  knows 
men  for  what  they  are  and  will  utterly  destroy  the  evil  ones 
of  any  race  with  Satan,  whom  they  serve.  See  Matt.  23:33-35. 
It  is  not  strange  that  these  two,  the  false  Jews  and  the 
early  martyr  church,  should  be  linked  together. 

"He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches;  He  that  overcometh  shall  not  be  hurt  of 
the  second  death."  Wonderful  words  of  encouragement  in 
these  days!  And  He  well  knew  the  need  thereof. 

3.     The  Church  at  Pergamos.    Rev.  2:12-17. 

PERIOD  Representing    the    church    under    Imperial 

OF  favor  during  the  4th  and  5th  centuries  up  to 

STATE  about  590  A.  D. 

CHURCH 

Under  Constantine's  protection  the  church 
became  a  church  of  state  and  was  used  as  a  tool.  It  became 
corrupt,  filled  with  the  doctrine  of  Balaam  and  the  doctrine 
of  the  Nicolaitanes,  "which  thing  I  hate." 

Here,  He  who  addresses  them  is  "He  who  hath  the  sharp 
sword  with  two  edges"  which  is  so  piercing  that  it  is  cap- 
able of  "dividing  asunder  the  joints  and  the  marrow,  the 
soul  and  the  spirit."  They  are  soundly  condemned  and 
warned  to  repent.  "I  know  thy  works  and  where  thou 
dwellest"  (He  knows  all  about  what  they  do  and  where  they 

3He  whom  God  declares  rich,  is  rich  indeed. 
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really  abide),  "even  where  Satan's  seat"  (throne)  "is"  (He 
knows  wherein  the  Evil  One  is  enthroned  among  them:  yet, 
"thou  holdest  fast  my  name"  (they  retain  the  name  of 
Christian),  "and  hast  not  denied  my  faith"4  (have  not  de- 
nied their  faith  in  Christ) ,  "even  in  those  days  wherein 
Antipas  was  my  faithful  martyr"  (in  days  of  persecution) , 
"who  was  slain  among  you  where  Satan  dwelleth." 

"But  I  have  a  few  things  against  thee,  because  thou  hast 
there"  (within)  "them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  Balaam."5 
The  term  Balaam  refers  to  a  system  of  going  around  God's 
commandments  and  gratifying  the  worldly  desires  of 
"natural  man"  by  deceit  and  cunning,  thus  bringing  about 
demoralization  and  destruction  by  evil  contact  within,  for 
material  self-advantage.  It  is  a  boring-from-within  method. 
How  clearly  this  pictures  the  popular,  worldly  church.  "So 
hast  thou  also  them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  the  Nicolai- 
tanes,  which  thing  I  hate."  Among  them  is  the  leaven  of 
destruction  and  some  who  promote  the  doctrine  of  priest- 
hood and  laity  in  some  form  or  other. 

"Repent,  or  else  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly"  (sudden- 
ly) ,  "and  will  fight  against  them"  (who  hold  these  doctrines) 
"with  the  sword  of  my  mouth"  (the  sure  and  sharp  word  of 
His  judgment) ."  By  His  word  they  shall  be  judged.  "Hea- 
ven and  earth  shall  pass  away  but  my  word  shall  not  pass 
away." 

"He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches:  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to 
eat  of  the  hidden  manna"  (that  spiritual  food  of  God,  giving 
life  eternal),6  "and  will  give  him  a  white  stone  and  in  the 
stone  a  new  name"  (of  the  coming  Kingdom)  "written,  which 
no  man  knoweth  saving  he  that  receiveth  it."  It  will  be 
a  special  reward  received  and  understood  by  the  "over- 
comers"  only. 

4.     The  Church  at  Thyatira.    Rev.  2:18-29. 

Representing  the  church  during  the  Romish  cor- 
ruption in  the  years  590  to  1500  A.D.,  (the  Dark 
Ages)  to  the  Reformation. 

Christ  addresses  Himself  to  them  as  "the  Son  of  God, 
who  hath  all-seeing  eyes  and  whose  feet  are  judgment." 
(The  Papacy  stresses  His  being  the  son  of  Mary  rather  than 
the  Son  of  God.) 

"I  am  he  which  searcheth  the  reins  and  hearts:   and  I 


4  See  2  Tim.  2:10-13. 

5 See  Numbers  23,  24,  and  31:16;  and  2  Peter  2:15.     This  doctrine 
of  Balaam  is  at  work  throughout  our  nation.     O  America,  awake! 
6  See  Phil.  3:10,  11. 
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will  give  unto  every  one  of  you  according  to  your  works." 
He  commends  the  good  they  have  done  and  rewards  accord- 
ingly. "I  know  thy  works  and  charity,  and  service,  and 
thy  patience,  and  thy  works;  and  the  last"  (works)  "to  be 
more  than  the  first."  Their  works  in  these  latter  days,  which 
are  more  than  those  of  their  early  history,  are  foreseen 
and  accredited.  "Notwithstanding  I  have  a  few  things 
against  thee  because  thou  sufferest  that  woman  Jezebel" 
(representing  the  Evil  in  their  midst) .  They  permit  all 
the  evils  that  a  Jezebel  would  typify.  Because  of  this  evil 
He  will  punish  the  guilty  ones  with  death.  But,  "those  who 
have  not  this  doctrine  and  which  have  not  known  the  depths 
of  Satan"  are  to  have  no  burdens  added  to  them.  Those 
among  them  who  are  not  guilty  of  accepting  this  doctrine 
will  not  suffer  with  the  rest.  (How  great  is  the  infinite 
justice  and  tender  mercy  of  God).  There  was  great  corrup- 
tion within  the  church  preceding  the  reformation,  causing 
this  solemn  warning  of  God. 

Then  He  says,  "But  that"  (as  much  of  true  doctrine  as 
they  have)  "which  ye  have,  hold  fast  till  I  come"  (the 
second  time).  "And  to  him  that  overcometh,  and  keepeth 
my  words,  unto  the  end,  will  I  give  authority  over  the 
nations.  "And  I  will  give  him  the  morning  star"  (the  first 
Light  of  the  New  Day).  See  Rev.  22:16. 

"He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches."  Every  believer  is  admonished  to  attend 
to  these  messages;  to  apprehend  their  truths  is  to  advance 
greatly  in  the  knowledge  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

5.     The  Church  at  Sardis.     Rev.  3:1-6. 
PERIOD  Representing  the  church  during  the  Refor 

OF  mation   Period,   1500  to   1800  A.D.,  and  the 

Protestant         beginning   of   the   Protestant   System.     The 
CHURCH          word  "Sardis"  means  escaping. 

To  them  the  Speaker  is  "He  that  hath  the  seven  Spirits 
of  God"  (God's  complete  holiness  and  power) ,  "and  the 
seven  stars"  (His  messengers  of  God's  holy  truth).  See 
Rev.  1:16,  20.  He  is  all-righteousness,  omnipotent,  and  ac- 
cessible for  them,  for  real  truth. 

"I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  hast  a  name  that  thou 
livest,  and  art  dead."  (Let  the  modern  church  give  ear.) 

The  early  leaders  of  the  Reformation  broke  away  (es- 
caped) from  the  corrupt  Roman  Catholic  system  and  estab- 
lished the  great  Protestant  system.  At  first  they  were  true, 
blessed  with  His  holiness  and  power.  They  built  up  a  great 
"name"  under  which  they  continued  (or  lived)  for  a  long 
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time,  but  because  they  came  to  rely  upon  their  forms  and 
ceremonies  and  position  they  became  decadent  and  "art 
dead."  "Be  watchful  (therefore) ,  and  strengthen  the  things 
which  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die:  for  I  have  not  found  thy 
works  perfect  before  God."  What  an  arresting  message  to 
the  apostate,  modern  church!  "Remember  therefore  how 
thou  hast  received  and  heard"  (the  Truth)  "and  hold  fast  and 
repent.  If  therefore  thou  shalt  not  watch,  I  will  come  on 
thee  as  a  thief"  (unexpectedly  and  find  them  unprepared) 
"and  thou  shalt  not  know  what  hour  I  will  come  upon  thee." 
This  is  a  solemn  warning  to  those  who  refuse  to  watch  for 
His  return,  who  reject  the  truth  of  His  second  coming  and 
are  drifting  into  the  domain  of  the  anti-Christ!  See  Matt. 
24:42-44;  Matt.  25:1-13;  and  1  Thess.  5:2-6. 

However,  "thou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis  which 
have  not  defiled  their  garments"  (a  few  have  not  departed 
from  the  fundamentals) ;  "and  they  shall  walk  with  me  in 
white"  (having  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  See  Phil.  3:7-9) 
"for  they  are  worthy."  "He  that  overcometh,  the  same  shall 
be  clothed  in  white  raiment;  and  I  will  not  blot  his  name 
out  of  the  books  of  life,  but  I  will  confess  his  name  before 
my  Father,  and  before  his  angels."  He  will  redeem  at  the 
Great  Heavenly  Court  those  among  them  who  have  not 
succumbed  to  modern  defilement  but  have  "overcome"  by 
His  grace.  Thank  God  for  His  mercy  and  power! 

"He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches." 

6.     The  Church  at  Philadelphia.    Rev.  3:7-13. 
PERIOD  Representing    the    period    of    the    church 

OF  known   as  the   Missionary  Period,   practi- 

MISSIONARY     cally  the  entire  19th  Century. 
CHURCHES 

The  Spirit  addressing  them  is  introduced  as  "He  that  is 
holy,  He  that  is  true,  He  that  hath  the  key  of  David,  He  that 
openeth  and  no  man  shutteth;  and  shutteth  and  no  man 
openeth."  (God's  power  to  open  the  hearts  of  individuals 
and  the  doors  of  nations) .  He  is  introduced  to  them  as  the 
One  all-powerful  to  open;  and  that  which  He  opens  no  man 
can  shut.  The  doors  of  the  nations  were  opened  to  the  Gos- 
pel by  God,  and  the  hearts  of  people  were  opened  in  great 
revivals,  in  many  places. 

Here  again  the  unregenerated  Jews,  who  claim  to  be  of 
God  and  are  not,  are  declared  by  the  Spirit  to  be  "of  the 
synagogue  of  Satan."7  (Notice  that  this  special  message 
concerning  false  Jews  is  to  both  the  martyr  church  and  to 
7  See  Isa.  14:29-31  and  27:1. 
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the  missionary  church.)  "Behold,  I  will  make  them  to  come 
and  worship  before  thy  feet,  and  to  know  that  I  have  loved 
thee."  This  is  a  prophecy  to  be  given  deep  consideration  in 
these  days;  finally,  they  (the  Jewish  persecutors)  will  be 
brought  to  see  that  Jehovah  loves  the  true  Christians,  and 
will  honor  them. 

"Because  thou  hast  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  also 
will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation  8  which  shall 
come  upon  the  world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth." 
Because  they  have  been  patiently  faithful  to  His  word,  God 
is  able  and  will  save  them  from  the  tribulation  that  is  soon 
to  come  upon  the  world.  Another  marvelous  promise! 

Behold,  I  come  quickly;  hold  fast  that  which  thou 
hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown."  This  is  a  definite  warn- 
ing that  every  effort  will  be  made  by  "man"  to  wrest  from 
the  Christian  his  crown  of  life,  to  induce  or  coerce  him  to 
deny  his  God.  With  a  promise,  God  bids  us  to  "hold  fast." 
'Him  that  overcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple 
of  my  God  and  he  shall  no  more  go  out"  (an  eternal  spiritual 
reality):  "and  I  will  write  upon  him  the  name  of  my  God 
and  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  God  and  I  will  write  upon 
him  my  new  name.".  He  will  be  sealed  with  the  name  of 
Christian,  a  perpetual  citizen  of  the  new  kingdom  and  a 
subject  of  the  King  of  Kings  forever.  Notice  that  there 
are  three  eternal  names  which  He  will  write  upon  the  faith- 
ful: "God",  the  "New  Jerusalem,"  and  "Christ,"  three 
stamps  of  possession,  and  therefore  protection.  This  is  the 
real  security.  See  John  10:27-30. 

"He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches."  This  admonition  is  directed  to  every 
church  and  every  age. 

That  we  of  the  present  day  have  reached  the  end  of  the 
missionary  period  of  church  history  and  have  passed  into  the 
next  is  clearly  evidenced  by  the  recent  deplorable  "Lay- 
man's Missionary  Report."  It  is  believed  by  many  Bible 
scholars  that  those  "in  Christ"  will  be  translated  before  this 
present  age  reaches  its  climax  in  "Babylon",  the  ultimate 
outcome  of  this  and  the  next  church. 

7.     The  Church  at  Laodicea.     Rev.  3:14-22. 

8  "The  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptations, 
and  to  reserve  the  unjust  unto  the  day  of  judgment  to  be  punished" 
(2  Peter  2:9). 
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PERIOD  The   name,   Laodicea,   means   "the   voice   of 

OF  the  people"  which  will  govern  this  church 

CHURCH  in  place  of  the  voice  of  God. 
OF  MAN 

The  "gospel  of  man,"  under  the  guise  of  Christian 
philosophy  (such  as  humanism,  modernism,  etc.)  will  be 
preached  instead  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  our  Saviour  and 
the  church  governed  by  the  voices  of  man  will  lack  the 
power  of  God.,  Surely,  anyone  the  least  bit  informed  can 
see  that  we  are  well  into  this  day.  At  the  present  time, 
there  is  an  increasing  controversy  over  "creation"  and  "im- 
mortality". Notice  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  addresses 
Himself  to  this  church  as  the  "Amen,  the  faithful  and  true 
witness"  (of  the  verities  of  God),  "the  beginning  and  the 
creation  of  God." 

God  knows  of  their  activities,  they  are  nauseous  to  Him, 
and  quite  the  opposite  of  a  "sweet  savour".  He  cannot 
accept  the  lukewarm,  insipid,  lifeless,  egotistical,  modern 
church,  but  must  "spue  them  out." 

"Because  thou  sayest  thou  art  rich"  (they  boast  of 
their  great  buildings  and  wonderful  equipment),  "and  in- 
creased with  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing;  and  knowest 
not  that  thou  are  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and 
blind,  and  naked"  (they  have  no  garment  of  righteousness) : 
"I  counsel  thee  to  buy  of  Me  gold"  (His  divine  purity  and 
truth)  "tried  in  the  fire"  (of  regeneration  wrought  out  of 
His  supreme  suffering  in  judgment),  "that  thou  mayest  be 
rich;  and  white  rainment"  (garments  of  Christ's  righteous- 
ness), "that  thou  mayest  be  clothed,  and  that  the  shame  of 
thy  nakedness  do  not  appear"  (that  their  spiritual  bareness 
be  not  exposed  to  the  world  and  before  God);  and  (lastly) 
"anoint  thine  eyes  with  eyesalve"  (of  the  Holy  Spirit) ,  "that 
thou  mayest  see."  A  tremendous  message  to  the  modern 
church! 

"As  many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten;  be  zealous 
therefore  and  repent."  This  is  a  personal  massage  to  indi- 
viduals in  this  church  of  Laodicea.  His  call  should  be  re- 
garded as  a  glorious  opportunity  as  well  as  a  grave  respon- 
sibility. "Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock:  if  any 
man"  (personal)  "hear  my  voice  and  open  the  door,  I  will 
come  in  to  him  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  Me."  His 
holy  fellowship  and  communion  is  offered  freely! 

It  is  noteworthy  that,  considered  prophetically  and 
in  their  chronological  order,  the  messages  to  the  last  three 
churches  include  special  announcements  of  His  return, 
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having  in  them  the  thought  of  increasing  nearness:  (1st) 
"Watch  for  His  coming"  (Rev.  3:3,  fifth  church),  (2nd) 
"Behold,  I  come  quickly"  (Rev.  3: 11,  sixth  church  and  (3rd) 
"Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door"  (Rev.  3:20,  seventh  church). 

To  these  He  declares,  "To  him  that  overcometh  will  I 
grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,9  even  as  I  also  overcame" 
(martyred  by  the  same  anti-Christ) ,  "and  am  set  down  with 
my  father  in  His  throne."  Notice  that  we  of  these  last  days, 
though  returned  prodigals,  share  also  with  Him  in  the  ap- 
proaching Kingdom.  A  cheering  promise! 

"He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what  the  Spirit 
saith  unto  the  churches." 


9  The  nearness  of  this  event  is  here  indicated.     See  note   1  under 
this  text  in  the  Scofield  Bible. 
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CHAPTER  III 

The  Translation  of  John. 
Rev.  IV. 

"After  this  (that  is  the  messages  to  the  churches)  I,  John, 
looked  and  behold,  a  door  was  opened  in  heaven:  and  the 
first  voice  which  I  heard  was  as  it  were  of  a  trumpet  talking 
with  me;  which  said,  Come  up  hither,  and  I  will  show  thee 
things  which  must  be  hereafter."1  Here,  John,  being  in  the 
Spirit,  is  translated  into  the  presence  of  God,  a  place  he  calls 
"heaven",  where  he  is  shown  a  marvelous  vision  of  symbolic 
things  which  speak  of  the  things  which  must  take  place 
hereafter. 

Looking  ahead  to  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy,  there 
is  much  to  indicate  that  we  are  approaching  the  time  of 
the  translation  of  the  "saints."  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
uncertainty  as  to  the  exact  time  of  translation,  in  fact  Jesus 
Himself  told  His  disciples,  "Of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth 
no  man,  no,  not  the  angels  of  heaven,  but  my  Father  only." 
Some  think  it  will  be  at  the  seventh  or  "last  trumpet"  (Rev. 
10:7  and  11:12).  This  is  a  secret  locked  in  the  heart  of  God, 
but  we  are  given  a  number  of  passages  from  which  we  may 
derive  comfort  and  inspiration.2  We  do  know  that  the 
"true  church",  the  "salt  of  the  earth"  (preserver  of  truth) , 
is  to  be  removed  that  sin  may  come  to  a  head  to  be  cleared 
from  the  earth  "that  all  things  which  are  written  may  be 
fulfilled"  (Luke  21:22).  As  has  been  stated  many  times, 
"God  calls  home  His  ambassadors  before  war  is  declared, 
as  nations  do."  May  we  be  prepared  for  this  call! 

The  translation  need  not  be  an  unbelievable  mystery. 

1  To    some    this    call    seems   clearly    to    indicate   the    fulfillment    of 

1  Thess.  4:14-17.     "For  the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven 
with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump 
of  God:    and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first:    Then  we  which  are 
alive  and  remain  shall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds, 
to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air:  and  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord." 
This  event  is  called  the  "translation  of  the  true  believer."     It  will 
be  a  super-natural  act  to  save  God's  faithful  ("those  who  love  His 
appearing")    from    the   tribulation.      The    word    "church"    does   not 
occur  again  in  Revelation  till  all  is  fulfilled. 

2  For  a  further  study  of  this  subject  see:  1  Thess.  4:16-18;  Luke  21:21 
and  5:1-10.     In  Phil.  3:20,  21,  the  word  "conversation"  is  more  cor- 
rectly translated  "citizenship".    This  passage  touches  on  the  manner 
of   the   translation.     See   also   Titus   2:13;    1   Cor.    15:51,    52;    Matt. 
24:40-44,  25:1-13. 
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In  the  same  catagory  are  the  phenomena  of  birth  and  death 
which  we  accept  because  they  are  in  our  common  experi- 
ence; all  are  miracles  of  God,  and  no  man  knows  the  secret 
of  them.  The  Creator  of  all  forces  is  surely  able  to  govern 
those  forces  at  His  will.  The  same  One  who  gives  life  in- 
stantly at  birth,  and  takes  life  instantly  at  death  is  He 
who  will  moke  in  us  that  change  that  is  spoken  of  by  Paul 
in  1  Cor.  15:51-58.  "Behold,  I  shew  you  a  mystery;  We 
shall  not  all  sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  In  a  moment, 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump:  for  the  trum- 
pet shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible, 
and  we  shall  be  changed.  For  this  corruptible  must  put  on 
incorruption,  and  this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality.  So 
when  this  corruptible  shall  have  put  on  incorruption,  and 
this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality,  then  shall  be 
brought  to  pass  the  saying  that  is  written,  Death  is 
swallowed  up  in  victory.  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting?  O 
grave,  where  is  thy  victory?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin;  and 
the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which 
giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore, 
my  beloved  brethern,  be  ye  stedfast,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know 
that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

Neither  does  it  matter  greatly  exactly  where  the  trans- 
lation is,  in  the  program  of  God,  for  we  know  that  we  shall 
"escape  all  these  things  that  shall  come  to  pass — if  we  are 
accounted  worthy."  Of  this  we  may  be  sure  if  we  watch 
and  pray  we  "may  be  accounted  worthy  to  escape  all  these 
things  that  shall  come  to  pass,  and  to  stand  before  the  Son 
of  man."  Luke  21:36. 

Those  "who  love  His  appearing"  will  watch,  and  having 
a  "hearing  ear",  they  will  hear  the  call  which  essentially 
must  be  met  with  immediate  obedience.  "Remember  Lot's 
wife,"  as  Jesus  said.  He  made  it  clear  in  talking  with  His 
disciples  that  Lot,  escaping  from  Sodom,  was  a  type  of  the 
translation.  (See  Luke  17:20).  In  this  passage,  the  affairs 
of  men  will  be  going  on  as  usual,  see  verse  28.  In  verse  29 
He  clearly  indicates  that  the  judgments  will  begin  to  fall 
immediately  after  the  translation  takes  place.  Notice.  "But 
the  some  day  that  Lot  went  out  of  Sodom  it  rained  fire — 
from  heaven."  That  complete  and  instant  obedience  is  im- 
perative is  indicated  in  verses  31  and  32.  This  seems  to 
indicate  that  those  who  "turn  back"  will  remain  as  "salt" 
or  (as  the  term  indicated)  preservers  of  the  truth.  Read 
verses  33-36. 

The  parable  of  the  wise  and  foolish  virgins   (Matt.  25: 
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1-13)  teaches  the  lesson  of  preparedness  and  complete  obed- 
ience, and  that  we  may  expect  His  call  at  the  "mid-night 
hour."  When  the  mid-night  hour  approaches  the  bridegroom 
comes  for  His  own!  Have  your  lamps  trimmed  and  burning, 
watch  and  listen  for  His  call.  Do  not  go  to  sleep.3 

"Immediately"  (after  the  call)  "I  was  in  the  spirit;  and 
behold,  a  throne  was  set  in  heaven,  and  one  sat  on  the 
throne."  "The  One  sitting  on  the  throne  had  a  look  of  jasper" 
(brilliant,  clear  white  like  a  diamond)  "  and  sardine"  (of 
blood  red  color),  symbolizing  the  absolute  purity,  the  glory, 
and  the  sacrifice  of  God.  (Notice  that  all  these  things  were 
symbolical,  "like  unto"  or  a  reflection  of  the  thing  itself.) 
"There  was  a  rainbow  round  about  the  throne"  (God's  re- 
membered covenant) ,  "in  the  sight  like  unto  an  emerald." 
The  emerald  color  typifies  God's  mercy  to  the  earth;  it 
speaks  of  resurrection  and  the  new  life,  as  spring  does.  It 
was  also  a  throne  of  judgment  as  indicated  plainly  by  the 
"lightenings  and  thunderings  and  voices." 

And  John  saw  "round  about  the  throne  were  twenty- 
four  elders  sitting,  clothed  in  white  rainment"  (the  right- 
eousness of  Christ,  Phil.  3:9) ;  "and  they  had  on  their  heads 
crowns  of  gold"  (divinely  crowned).  "Henceforth  there  is 
laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord, 
the  righteous  judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day:  and  not  to 
me  only,  but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  his  appearing" 
(2  Tim.  4: 8)  .4 

These  twenty-four  elders  are  a  representative  body, 
representing  the  people  of  God,  both  those  of  the  dispen- 
sation of  the  law  and  those  of  the  dispensation  of  grace;  as 
the  twelve  patriarchs  represented  the  twelve  tribes  in  the 
Old  Testament  period,  and  the  twelve  apostles  led  the 
groups  in  the  New  Testament  period. 

"And  there  were  seven  lamps  of  fire  burning  before  the 
throne,  which  are  the  seven  Spirits  of  God"  (symbolizing 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  full  complete  plentitude  of  His  power) . 

"Before  the  throne  there  was  a  sea  of  glass  like  unto 
crystal."  This  sea  speaks  of  the  absolute  purity  of  the  holy 
realm  surrounding  God. 

3  Jesus  taught  this  at  another  time  in  Luke  12:35-40.     See  also  John 
14:3,  3:2;  1  Peter  1:7;  1  Tim.  6:13-16.    Luke  21:36,  "Watch  ye  there- 
lore,  and  pray  always,  that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy  to  escape 
all  these  things  that  shall  come  to  pass,  and  to  stand  before  the 
Son  of  man."     Safe  forever. 

4  There   are   five   crowns   for   faithfulness   and   service:   the  martyr 
crown,  the  crown  of  righteousness,  the  crown  of  glory,  the  crown 
of  life,  and  the  crown  of  rejoicing. 
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In  this  symbolic  vision  there  were  "in  the  midst  of  the 
throne  and  round  about  the  throne,  four  living  creatures5 
full  of  eyes,  before  and  behind"  (from  whom  nothing  is 
concealed).  Four  is  the  number  denoting  universality. 
Read  verses  6  to  10.  Some  Bible  scholars  declare  that  these 
creatures  also  symbolize  the  attributes  of  God,  denoting 
the  majesty  and  kingship  of  the  "lion";  the  strength  of 
the  "ox";  the  intelligent  personality  of  "man";  and  the 
tirelessness  and  perfect  sight  of  the  "eagle".  These  "crea- 
tures" declare  continually,  day  and  night,  the  Holiness  and 
Eternity  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty.  The  strength  and  in- 
telligence of  the  all-seeing  King  are  here  pictured;  the 
Omnipotent,  the  Omniscient,  the  Omnipresent. 

The  elders,  too,  cast  their  crowns  before  the  throne 
saying,  "Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  the  glory  and 
honour  and  power  for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  for 
thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created."  All  glory  is  given 
to  Him  as  Creator  of  all  things,  by  all  the  redeemed.  "All 
things  were  made  by  him;  and  without  him  was  not  anything 
made  that  was  made."  "For  by  him  were  all  things  created, 
that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  in- 
visible, -whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  princi- 
palities, or  powers:  all  things  were  created  by  him,  and 
for  him."  John  1:3,  Col.  1:16. 

5  The    words    "four    beasts"     are    better     translated     "four    living 
creatures." 
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CHAPTER  IV 

The  Seven-sealed  Book. 

Rev.  V. 

"In  the  right  hand  of  Him  who  sat  on  the  throne, 
there  was  a  book"  (scroll)  "written  within  and  on  the 
backside,  sealed  with  seven  seals."  A  sealed  scroll  indi- 
cating a  legal  document  pertaining  to  ownership.  A  worthy 
one  was  sought  to  open  the  book  and  John  "wept  much 
because  no  man  was  found  worthy  to  open,  or  to  read,  or 
even  to  look  thereon."  There  was  that  about  the  book 
that  conveyed  a  sense  of  sorrow  to  John.  "But  one  of  the 
elders  saith  unto  me,  'Weep  not:  behold,  the  Lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah'  (See  Gen.  49:10),  'the  Root  of  David'  (none 
other  than  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  see  Isa.  11: 1,  10  and  Matt. 
1:1)  'hath  prevailed'  (Isa.  53:12)  'to  open  the  book,  and 
to  loose  the  seven  seals  thereof.'  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  in 
the  midst  of  the  elders  stood  a  Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain." 
Unmistakably,  this  was  a  symbolical  vision  of  the  resur- 
rected Christ,  the  sacrificed  Lamb  of  God.  The  "seven  eyes 
and  seven  horns"  (verse  6)  bespeak  the  complete  sight 
and  power  which  God  "sent  forth  unto  all  the  earth."  In 
verse  8  we  find  that  here  the  prayers  of  the  saints  are  re- 
membered and  honored. 

He  came  forward  and  received  the  book  from  the  hand 
of  God  the  Father.  His  right  to  open  it  lay  in  two  facts: 
first,  He  created  the  earth  (Col.  1:16  and  John  1:1-3),  and 
second,  He  redeemed  the  earth,  "In  whom  we  have  redemp- 
tion through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins."  Col. 
1:14. 

The  living  creatures  (attributes  of  God)  and  the  elders 
(the  redeemed)  bowed  in  worship  before  the  Lamb,  and 
sang  a  new  song,  saying,  "Thou  are  worthy  to  take  the  book, 
and  open  the  seals  thereof:  for  thou  wast  slain  and  hast 
redeemed  us  to  God,  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred  and 
tongue  and  people  and  nation  (all  over  the  world  in  this 
Gentile  dispensation) ;  and  hast  made  us  unto  God  as  kings 
and  priests:  and  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth."1  They  sang 

1  "But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become 
the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name: 
"Which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of 
the  will  of  man,  but  of  God."     John  1:12,  13. 
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of  the  approaching  Kingdom,  about  to  be  established,  on 
the  earth. 

Then  a  great  throng,  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand, 
and  thousands  of  thousands  break  out  in  a  great  hallelujah 
chorus,2  "Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive 
power  and  riches  and  wisdom  and  strength  and  honour  and 
glory  and  blessing."  It  must  be  understood  clearly  that 
this  throng  is  the  whole  "true  church,"  a  great  multitude 
beyond  counting  gathered  out  of  every  nation  through  the 
centuries — the  redeemed  and  translated  ones  who  unite  in 
this  chorus — a  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  with  Christ  on  the  earth. 

2  Note   the   great    anthem,   "Worthy    is   the   Lamb,"    from   Handel's 
"Messiah." 
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CHAPTER  V 

The  Seven  Seals 

Rev.  6  to  8:6. 

Before  proceeding,  let  us  thoroughly  grasp  the  fact  that 
these  events  of  the  seven  year  period  take  place  because 
"He  who  lets,  will  let",  that  is,  God  relaxes  His  restraint 
in  order  that  iniquity  may  be  brought  to  a  close  and  right- 
eousness established  in  the  earth.  "For  the  mystery  of 
iniquity  doth  already  work:  only  he  who  now  letteth  will 
let,  until  he  be  taken  out  of  the  way.  And  then  shall  that 
Wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the  Lord  shall  consume  with 
the  spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  shall  destroy  with  the  bright- 
ness of  his  coming."  2  Thess.  2:7,  8.  (We  suggest  that  you 
read  verses  9-17. ] 

The  four  horsemen  (verses  2-8) ,  the  man  on  the  white 
horse,  and  the  others  following  in  his  wake,  are  to  be  per- 
mitted of  God  to  ride  over  the  earth,  that  the  harvest  of 
evil  might  ripen  to  fruition,  and  that  each  one  may  prove 
himself  by  his  fully  developed  state,  so  that  the  Master  may 
reap  and  separate  the  "wheat  from  the  tares".  The  "wheat" 
will  be  saved  (see  Matt.  13:24-30,  Rev.  14:14-20),  and  the 
"tares"  in  every  race  will  be  destroyed  and  cast  out  com- 
pletely. Our  Sovereign  God  will  permit  this  one,  who  comes 
in  counterfeit  of  Him  who  is  to  come  later  (Rev.  19:11), 
to  spread  his  rule  over  the  earth  because  people  are  in  rebel- 
lion against  God,  constantly  refusing  recognition  of  Him 
and  seeking  the  gratification  of  their  own  desires,  lust  and 
vanity.  The  working  out  of  this  universal,  evil  program 
will  enable  God  to  bring  to  an  end  the  great  "conflict  of 
the  ages",  and  to  bring  in  the  true  universal  peace  under 
the  Prince  of  Peace.  "Of  the  increase  of  his  government 
and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David, 
and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  establish  it  with 
judgment  and  with  justice  from  henceforth  even  for  ever. 
The  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  host  will  perform  this."  Isa.  9:7. 

These  horsemen  do  not  supercede  each  other;  they  are 

1  It  is  not  God's  will  that  any  be  lost — Matt.  18:14 — but  God's  great 
purpose,  that  Righteousness  rule  in  all  the  earth,  must  be  carried 
out  and  His  great  truths  and  laws  fulfilled;  and  those  "that  perish" 
do  so  only  because  they  refuse  to  receive  "the  love  of  the  truth,  that 
they  might  be  saved."  2  Thess.  2:10.  See  2  Cor.  4:3,  4. 
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added  to  one  another  and  ride  through  the  earth  during  all 
this  period  (figuratively,  of  course).  They  are  symbolic. 
Each  horseman  is  announced  by  a  different  "beast"  or  at" 
tribute  of  God.  See  verses  1,  3,  5,  7. 

The  First  Seal. 

"And  I  saw  when  the  Lamb  opened  one  of  the  seals, 
and  I  heard,  as  it  were  the  noise  of  thunder,  one  of  the  four 
(beasts)  living  creatures  saying,  Come  and  see  (better 
translated  "Go").  And  I  saw  and  behold,  a  white  horse:2 
and  he  that  sat  on  him  had  a  bow;  and  a  crown  was  given 
unto  him:  and  he  went  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer." 

This  rider  of  the  white  horse  is  the  counterfeit  of  "Faith- 
ful and  True"  found  in  chapter  19:  II.3  God  looses  His  res- 
traint over  him  and  lets  him  go  forth  to  conquer,  permitting 
him  to  become  a  great  political  and  militaristic  ruler.  Notice 
that  he  carried  a  bow  indicating  that  he  is  equipped  for 
warfare,  but  he  has  no  arrows  which  further  shows  that 
he  will  not  gain  this  power  by  force  of  arms.4  But  the  sov- 
ereignty of  this  dictator  will  plunge  the  world  into  a  state 
of  war  soon  after  that. 

The  Second  Seal. 

"And  there  went  forth  another  horse  that  was  red, 
whose  rider  had  the  power  to  take  peace  from  the  earth, 
and  that  they  should  kill  one  another:  and  there  was  given 
unto  him  a  great  sword."  The  second  horseman  will  follow 
the  first  in  the  force  and  violence  of  a  great  war,  taking 
peace  from  the  earth;  and  famine  and  pestilence  follow  in 
its  wake. 

The  Third  Seal. 

"There  went  forth  a  black  horse  whose  rider  had  in 
his  hands  a  pair  of  balances"  (scales) .  Here  we  have  famine 

2  The  white  horse  in  Jewish  symbolism  means  "coming  with  great 
earthly  power." 

3  The   spirit   of   the   anti-Christ   began   to   manifest   himself  in   the 
earliest  days  after  Christ's  fulfilling  of  the  Atonement.     "And  every 
spirit  that  confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh  is  not 
of  God:  and  this  is  that  spirit  of  antichrist,  whereof  ye  have  heard 
that  it  should  come;  and  even  now  already  is  it  in  the  world."    "Who 
is  a  liar  but  he  that  denieth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ?     He  is  anti- 
christ, that  denieth  the  Father  and  the  Son."  1  John  4:3  and  2:22. 

4  Many  believe  that  we  now  are  witnessing  the  beginning  of  this 
period.    It  is  certain  that  under  the  direction  of  a  great  anti-  Christ- 
ian and  well  armed  nation,  Russia,  a  powerful  movement  is  spread- 
ing  throughout   all   the    world   that,    by   strategy    and   subtlety,    is 
bringing   nations    into    subjection    to    a    new    and    wicked   political 
system. 
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following  war;  food  is  rationed  in  starvation  allotments, 
and  to  buy  the  better  foods  (oil  and  wine)  is  forbidden. 
A  measure  (nearly  one  quart)  of  wheat  for  a  penny  (or 
"denarius",  the  wage  for  one  day's  labor).  The  Soviet  prin- 
ciples and  their  practice  of  the  present  day  are  identical 
to  this  condition,  and  are  of  the  same  spirit. 

The  Fourth  Seal. 

"There  went  forth  a  pale  horse  whose  rider's  name  was 
Death,  and  Hades  followed  with  him.  Power  was  given 
unto  them  over  the  fourth  part  of  the  earth,  to  kill  with 
sword,  with  hunger,  with  death,  and  with  the  beasts  of  the 
earth."5  Death  will  come  to  vast  numbers,  sending  many 
to  Hades,  the  unseen  region  of  the  evil  dead.  This  is  a 
period  of  horror,  but  the  true  church  will  be  gone,  we  may 
be  sure;  Praise  God  that  He  has  provided  His  people  a 
Redeemer  and  a  way  of  escape  by  Him! 

The  Fifth  Seal. 

At  the  opening  of  the  fifth  seal  the  scene  changed  and 
John  beheld  the  vision  of  an  event  that  occurs  in  heaven  at 
that  period. 

After  all  this  massacre  under  the  anti-Christ,  there 
appeared  "under  the  altar"  the  souls  of  them  slain  for 
their  testimony  of  God.  They  are  under  the  protection  of 
the  altar  of  atonement,  through  Christ,  in  heaven.  They 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  "How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true, 
dost  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth?"  Their  martyrdom  demands  death  to 
the  anti-Christ  and  his  cohorts;  they  appeal  to  God  for 
justice. 

These  martyred  ones  are  all  those  put  to  death  for  their 
faith  and  testimony  for  the  word  of  God.  White  robes 
(of  Christ's  righteousness)  were  given  them  and  they  were 
told  that  they  must  rest  for  a  little  season,  until  their  breth- 
ren (in  Christ)  and  fellow-servants  also  be  killed,  and  all 
be  fulfilled.  Certain  ones  must  be  taken  into  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  certain  events  take  place  before  evil  can  be 
brought  to  an  end;  but  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  know  all 
these  details.  It  is  for  us  but  to  be  faithful  and  trust.  Re- 
member the  words  in  the  messages  to  the  churches,  "to 
him  that  overcometh — ",  and  stand  true. 


5  Notice  the  words,  "over  the  fourth  part  of  the  earth".  These 
prophecies  are  centered  in  Europe,  and  the  words  quoted  above 
seem  clearly  to  indicate  a  terrible  state  of  war  for  that  fourth  part 
of  the  earth.  Russia  occupies  one-sixth  of  the  earth. 
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The  Sixth  Seal. 

On  the  earth,  law  and  order  are  completely  demoral- 
ized, and  wild  anarchy  reigns.  God's  judgments  begin  to 
fall  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  the  martyrs.  "For  the 
great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come;  and  who  shall  be  able  to 
stand?"  (verse  17) 6  This  is  the  beginning  of  that  time  of 
which  Jesus  spoke  in  Matt.  24:21,  22  when  He  said,  "For 
then  shall  be  great  tribulation,  such  as  was  not  since  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  this  time,  no,  nor  ever  shall  be. 
And  except  those  days  should  be  shortened,  there  should 
no  flesh  be  saved:  but  for  the  elect's  sake  those  days  shall 
be  shortened." 

"Lo,  there  was  a  great  earthquake,"  signifying  physical, 
governmental,  spiritual,  and  social  collapse.7  The  sun,  sym- 
bolical in  Scripture  of  God's  supreme  government,  was  con- 
cealed; and  the  moon,  symbolical  of  the  governments  of  the 
earth,  was  bathed  in  blood  and  warfare.  See  Matt.  24:29. 
The  stars,  representing  the  false  religious  leaders,  fell  to 
the  earth  when  shaken  of  a  mighty  wind  (the  Holy  Spirit) . 
Heaven  was  closed  to  the  world,  as  a  book;  and  every  moun- 
tain and  island  was  moved  out  of  its  place  (every  govern- 
ment, large  and  small,  will  be  shaken  from  its  foundation) . 
This  may  be  literal  also,  who  knows?  Anything  is  possible 
with  Him  who  created  all  things.  "For  with  God  nothing 
shall  be  impossible."  Luke  1:37. 

"The  kings  of  the  earth,  the  great  men,  the  rich  men, 
the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men,  and  every  bondman, 
and  every  great  man,  hid  themselves  in  the  dens  and  in  the 
rocks  of  the  mountains."  They  will  know  they  are  under  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  will  cry  to  the  mountains  and  rocks,  "Fall 
on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  Him  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne,  and  from  the  wroth  of  the  Lamb."  They  will  feel 
that  there  is  a  great  divine  power  back  of  all  their  sorrows 
but  they  will  call  on  their  governments  and  leaders  to  take 
action  to  protect  them. 

Rev.  7. 

The  Sealing  of  the  144,000. 

Between  the  opening  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  seals 
there  appears  another  parenthetical  vision.  John  says,  "And 
after  these  things  I  saw  four  angels  standing  on  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth,  holding  the  four  winds  of  the  earth,  that 

6  The  "time  of  Jacob's  trouble".     Jer.  30  and  31  gives  summary  of 
Israel  in  the  tribulation.     Deut.   28:20-29,  37,   45-68,  Deut.  30. 
^Gaebelein  says,  "Most  of  the  sixth  Seal  is  symbolical,  yet  at  the 
same  time  great  physical  phenomena  are  also  involved." 
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the  wind  should  not  blow  on  the  earth,  nor  on  the  sea,  nor 
on  any  tree."  The  four  angeles,  holding  the  four  winds  of 
the  earth,  are  symbolical  of  God's  spiritual  agencies  and 
providences  through  whom  He  restrains  the  powerful  agen- 
cies of  judgment  that  are  about  to  be  let  loose  upon  the 
earth,  which  will  cleanse  it  of  all  evil. 

And  I  saw  another  angel  ascending  from  the  east,  having 
the  seal 8  of  the  living  God."  Who  but  Christ  could  have 
the  all  preserving  seal  of  God?  "And  He  cried  with  a  loud 
voice  to  the  four  angels"  (having  authority  over  them), 
"to  whom  it  was  given  to  hurt  the  earth  and  the  sea."  The 
earth  refers  to  the  prophetic  earth,  Palestine,  and  the  sea 
refers  to  the  rest  of  the  nations.  To  them  He  cried,  "Hurt 
not  the  earth"  (Palestine),  "neither  the  sea"  (nations),  "nor 
the  trees"  (the  great  men) ,  "till  we  have  sealed  the  servants 
of  our  God  in  their  foreheads."  "Sealing"  is  the  mystery 
of  God  performed  in  the  hearts  of  men  and  women  who  give 
their  hearts  to  Him,  making  them  immune  and  impregnable 
to  the  terrible  things  about  to  come  upon  the  world  accord- 
ing to  God's  promise.  They  are  "sanctified"  in  spirit,  or  set 
apart  for  God's  holy  purpose.  They  constitute  the  "remnant" 
for  whom  there  are  so  many  promises  in  God's  word. 

"And  I  heard  the  number  of  them  which  were  sealed: 
and  there  were  sealed  144,000  of  all  the  tribes  of  the  children 
of  Israel",  12,000  from  each  tribe.  9  Although  the  list  is 
given  in  Rev.  7:5-8,  little  is  known  of  these  so  called  "lost 
tribes"  other  than  Judah.  The  tribe  of  Ephraim  is  not 
mentioned  but  is  doubtless  that  of  Joseph,  Manasseh  being 
listed  separately.  Dan,  however,  is  not  listed.  Some  Bible 
scholars  believe  that  the  anti-Christ  is  to  come  out  of  Dan 
and  have  much  to  do  with  his  reign.  There  is  a  tradition 
that  the  tribe  of  Dan  moved  up  into  eastern  and  central 
Europe.  Many  of  the  proper  names  of  cities  and  rivers  are 
said  to  have  been  derived  from  them  (Danzig,  Danube,  etc.) , 
It  is  significant  that  communism  had  its  origin  in  central 
Europe,  (Karl  Marx  in  Germany). 

The  prophetical  blessings  of  Jacob  upon  his  sons  (ut- 
tered under  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit) ,  found  in  Gene- 
sis 49,  have  a  highly  significant  passage  of  special  interest 
at  this  point.  In  verse  16  we  see  that  Dan  shall  be  a  separ- 

8  Eph.   1:13,   "believers   sealed   with   that   Holy   Spirit   of  promise." 
"Grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye  are  sealed  unto  the 
day  of  redemption."      (Eph.   4:30).     The   seal  is   a   legal  mark   of 
ownership. 

9  The  number,    144,000   is  looked  upon  by  most  Bible   scholars   as 
a  symbolical  number. 
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ate  tribe  and  yet  one  of  them.  And  in  verse  17  we  see  that 
he  (Dan)  shall  be  a  "serpent  by  the  way,  an  adder  in  the 
path"  (of  God  for  Israel),  "that  biteth  the  horse's  heels" 
(spurring  them  on  quickly  to  war) ,  "so  that  his  rider  shall 
fall  backward."  It  seems  that  this  serpent  will  eventually 
be  the  instrument  of  bringing  about  the  downfall  of  the  rider 
and  those  who  go  forth  with  him  to  conquer  the  world  by 
war  in  these  last  times.  See  Isa.  26:20,  21  and  27:1. 

The  Martyred  Ones  in  Heaven. 

John  saw  the  sealing  of  the  tribes  taking  place  upon  the 
earth;  then  he  turned  and  beheld  in  heaven  (Rev.  7:9)  "a 
great  multitude,  which  no  man  could  number,  of  all  nations 
and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  standing  before  the 
throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  in  white  robes"  (gar- 
ments of  Christ's  righteousness) ,  "and  palms"  (of  peace  and 
praise)  "  in  their  hands."10  "And  they  cried  with  a  loud 
voice,  saying,  Salvation  to  our  God  which  sitteth  upon  the 
throne"  (the  one  Supreme  Sovereign  God)  "and  unto  the 
Lamb"  (of  Divine  Redemption). 

Following  the  praises  of  this  great  multitude,  John 
witnessed^  the  confirming  worship  of  all  the  angels  and  the 
twenty-four  elders  and  the  four  living  creatures  surrounding 
the  throne  of  God,  and  heard  them  say,  "Amen:  Blessing, 
and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and  thanksgiving,  and  honour,  and 
power,  and  might,  be  unto  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen" 

The  question,  "who  were  these  in  white  robes",  was  put 
into  John's  mind  by  one  of  the  elders  who  explained  to  him, 
saying,  "These  are  they  which  come  out  of  the  great  tribu- 
lation, and  have  washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb"  (purified  by  faith  in  the  shed  blood 
of  Christ) . ' '  Therefore  (because  of  the  washed  robes)  they 
are  now  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve  Him  day  and 
night  in  His  temple;  and  He  that  sitteth  on  the  throne  shall 
dwell  among  them.  Forevermore  are  they  safe  from  all  sin 
and  suffering.  "They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst 
any  more"  (many  have  died  in  this  way) ;  "neither  shall  the 
sun"  (God's  government)  "strike  upon  them"  (with  the 
power  of  judgment) ,  "nor  any  burning"  (punishment  of  the 
wicked) .  "For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne 


|0  We  have  two  marvelous,  sacred  songs  concerning  this  great  event: 
"These  are  They."  by  Gaul,  and  "What  are  These  Arrayed  in  White 
Robes,"  by  Stainer. 

1 1  "Washed  robes — white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb"  are  symbolic 
terms  and  speak  of  the  covering  provided  by  Christ  through  His 
own  shed  redemptive  blood. 
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shall  feed  them  and  shall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of 
water"  (actual  refreshment  in  the  full  comprehension  and 
appropriation  of  God's  life-giving  truth):  "and  God  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes."  A  glorious  and  marvel- 
ous promise  to  keep  in  mind  in  these  coming  days  of  terrible 
trouble.  See  also  Rev.  21:4. 

Among  these  martyred  one  are  they  who,  after  the  trans- 
lation of  the  "true  church",  will  come  to  see  all  this  world 
chaos  in  its  true  aspect/  as  a  spiritual  matter,  and  will  turn 
to  God  in  repentance.  Because  of  their  delay  they  must  needs 
suffer  martyrdom.  It  is  a  precious  thing  that  we  have  not 
been  left  in  darkness  concerning  these  things,  but  that  God, 
in  His  infinite  love  and  mercy,  has  seen  fit  to  leave  with 
His  own  a  revelation  of  these  tremendous  approaching 
events.  "His  own",  will  receive  the  glorious  message  of 
cheer  and  courage,  strenthening  them  through  renewed 
faith  in  the  great  hope.  "My  sheep  hear  My  voice." 

Rev.  8. 
The  Seventh  Seal. 

Following  the  sealing  of  the  "servants  of  God,"  The  7th 
Seal  was  broken  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (Rev.  8) .  Immed- 
iately there  fell  a  profound  "silence  in  heaven  for  the  space 
of  half  an  hour".  All  heaven  was  awed  into  silence  by  the 
tremendous  and  terrible  things  about  to  take  place  upon 
the  earth:  the  judgments  of  God  (of  which  the  world  is 
warned  throughout  the  Bible)  are  about  to  fall  upon  the 
earth. 

At  the  end  of  the  "half  hour"  seven  angels  presented 
themselves  before  God,  and  to  them  were  given  seven  trum- 
pets. (Notice  "7",  the  number  of  completion,  so  often  used 
in  this  prophecy).  Then  "another  angel"  (the  Advocate 
and  Intercessor,  He  who  offers  to  God  the  prayer  of  all 
"saints")  12  came  and  stood  at  the  altar"  the  place  of  sacri- 
fice and  worship) .  "In  His  hand  He  carried  a  golden  censer" 
(indicating  pure  divinity)  and  "there  was  given  unto  Him 
much  incense"  (many  prayers) ,  "that  He  should  offer  it 
with  the  prayers  of  all  saints  upon  the  golden  altar  which 

12  Wherefore  he  is  able  also  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come 
unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for 
them."  Heb.  7:25.  "Who  is  he  that  condemneth?  It  is  Christ  that 
died,  yea  rather,  that  is  risen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,  who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us."  Rom.  8:34.  "My  little 
children,  these  things  write  I  unto  you,  that  ye  sin  not.  And  if  any 
man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous:  And  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins:  and  not  for  our's 
only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world."  1  John  2:1,  2. 
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was  upon  the  throne."  "And  the  smoke  of  the  incense  which 
came  with  the  prayers  of  the  saints  ascended  up  before 
God  out  of  the  angel's  hand."  These  prayers  of  suffering 
believers  actually  reach  God  through  Christ.  A  beautiful 
picture  of  Christ's  ministry.13 

After  the  incense  was  consumed,  "the  angel  took  the 
censer  and  filled  it  with  fire"  (judgment)  "and  cast  it  into 
the  earth".  See  John  5:22.  Judgments,  by  the  authority 
of  the  Altar,  rain  upon  the  earth  in  fury;  His  holiness  must 
be  met  and  sin  destroyed.  Let  us  pray  that  we  "may  be 
counted  worthy  to  escape  all  these  things  that  shall  come 
to  pass,  and  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  man"  as  Jesus  en- 
treats us  to  in  Luke  21:35,  36.  "For  as  a  snare  shall  it  come 
on  all  them  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth." 

And  there  followed  "voices,  and  thunderings,  and  light- 
ning, and  earthquake."  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  time 
when  Christ  returns  in  judgment;  when,  in  the  end,  He 
comes  in  "power  and  glory,"  as  He  tells  us  of  in  Matt.  24:30. 

Review  of  the  events  taking  place  at  the  breaking  of 
each  of  the  seven  seals: 

1.  A  world  ruler  come  into  power  without  actual  war- 
fare.   White  horseman. 

2.  "Peace    is    taken    from    the    earth" — war    breaks 
throughout  the  world,  followed  by  an  unprecedented  con- 
dition of  wretchedness.     Red  horseman. 

3.  War  is  followed  by  terrible  famine.    Pale  horseman. 
Common  food  sold  at  exorbitant  prices,  better  foods  unob- 
tainable. 

4.  Death  is  wide  spread,    (black  horseman)  especially 
in  one  fourth  of  the  earth  (Europe  and  Asia),  sending  vast 
numbers  of  unsaved  into  that  unseen  region,  Hades. 

5.  Parenthetical  vision  of  what  is  transpiring  in  heaven 
at  the  time:    the  prayers  of  the  multitudes  of  martyrs  of 
this  period,  praying  for  the  judgments  of  God  to  fall  upon 
the  wicked  ones  who  have  caused  them  to  die. 

6.  Wild  anarchy  breaks  out  on  the  earth  followed  by 
the  collapse  of  all  authority — the  government  of  God  ob- 
scured and  the  governments  of  the  earth  turned  over  to  revo- 
lutions.   False  religious  leaders,  "shaken  by  a  mighty  wind," 
fail  utterly.    All  rulers  and  leaders  seek  places  of  safety. 

Another  parenthetical  passage  occurs  between  the  6th 
and  7th  Seal,  telling  of  what  then  transpires  in  heaven,  the 

13  Read  in  John  17  how  Christ  prayed  just  before  offering  Himself 
for  mankind. 
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seat  of  God's  government.  By  God's  command,  there  is  a 
cessation  of  all  hostilities  while  the  "servants  of  God  are 
sealed"-  -  the  144,000  set  apart  in  safety.  Great  multitudes 
of  redeemed  ones  in  heaven  (including  the  martyrs  of  the 
tribulation)  see  that  deliverance  and  sing,  "Salvation  is  of 
God,  etc."  Their  prayers  are  about  to  be  answered. 

7.  There  is  silence  in  heaven  for  one-half  an  hour. 
Profound  hush  because  of  what  is  about  to  transpire  on 
earth.  At  the  end  of  the  half  hour,  seven  trumpeters  appear 
before  the  throne  of  God,  ready  to  serve.  The  Intercessor 
presents  the  prayers  of  the  martyrs  before  the  altar  as  in- 
cense. When  the  incense  is  consumed,  He  fills  the  same 
holy  censer  with  the  judgment  of  the  same  altar  of  sin- 
sacrifice  (upon  which  He  was  sacrificed) ,  and  casts  these 
judgments  into  the  earth. 

Now  the  seven  angels  stand  at  attention,  each  with  his 
trumpet,14  and  they  "prepare  themselves  to  sound."  Seven 
great  events  follow  in  rapid  succession,  making  up  the  final 
chapter  in  the  history  of  this  age  or  dispensation  in  which 
we  are  now  living. 


I 4  Trumpets  in  the  Old  Testament  were  used  as  a  call  to  war,  also 
used  as  a  call  to  solemn  and  sacred  occasions,  and  as  a  summons 
to  Moses  (who  was  "as  God  to  them"). 
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CHAPTER  VI 

The  Seven  Trumpets 

Rev.  8:7  to  12 

The  breaking  of  the  last  seal  and  the  sounding  of  the 
first  trumpet  marked  the  turning  of  the  tide  for  the  wicked 
ones  then  in  power  over  the  earth  (Rev.  8:7).  "The  first 
angel  sounded  and  there  followed  hail  and  fire  (the  wrath 
and  judgment  of  God)  "mingled  with  blood"  (mixed  with 
sacrifice) ,  "and  they  were  cast  upon  the  earth."  The  earth 
shall  be  visited  with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  at  this  time  "a 
third  part  of  the  trees  was  burnt  up"  (it  is  said  that  "trees" 
is  symbolical  of  men) ,  "and  all  the  green  grass  was  burnt 
up"  (the  agricultural  prosperity  of  the  earth  was  consumed 
at  the  hand  of  God) . 

As  these  developments  occur,  doubtless  it  will  be  easy 
to  trace  them,  and  until  then  they  cannot  be  fully  under- 
stood. The  prayers  of  the  martyred  saints  (at  the  5th  Seal) 
will  be  answered  at  the  time  of  this  trumpet;  retribution 
will  begin  for  the  persecutors. 

The  Second  Trumpet.  Rev.  8:8,  9. 

"And  the  second  angel  sounded,  and  as  it  were  a  great 
mountain  '  burning  with  fire  was  cast  into  the  sea."  A  great 
nation,  "burning"  with  God's  judgment  on  sin,  is  brought 
swiftly  into  contact,  by  war,  with  the  sea  (nations  of  the 
earth) .  "And  the  third  part  of  the  sea  became  blood."  A 
third  part  of  all  the  nations  are  plunged  into  war  (probably 
all  Europe  and  Asia,  since  this  is  the  seat  of  the  trouble). 
"And  a  third  part  of  the  creatures  which  were  in  the  sea, 
and  had  life,  died."  A  third  of  the  common  people  died, 
those  having  "eternal  life"  from  God.2  Doubtless  this  speaks 
again  of  world-wide  martyrdom  of  people  who  have  turned 
to  God  during  the  tribulation. 

"And  a  third  part  of  the  ships  were  destroyed."  Com- 
merce will  be  reduced  a  third  part. 

The  Third  Trumpet.    Rev.  8:10,  11. 

"And  the  third  angel  sounded,  and  there  fell  a  great 

1  A   mountain   represents   a   "kingdom"   or  government   in   the   Old 
Testament.     Dan. 2:35.     See  Scofield's  note  on  Isa.  2:2. 

2  Those  having   "eternal  life"   or  spiritual  are  clearly  indicated  in 
1  John  5:1,  12,  13. 
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star  from  heaven,  burning  as  it  were  a  lamp."  The  "great 
star"  is  a  powerful  ecclesiastical  leader  who  shines  before 
the  people  as  a  great  spiritual  leader,  and  up  to  this  time 
has  had  the  protection  of  the  anti-Christ.  His  name  is 
Wormwood  3  and  he  will  make  the  "waters"  (the  streams 
and  fountains  of  the  living  truths  of  God)  "bitter";  and 
because  of  this  many  men  shall  die  spiritually.  This  event 
is  the  same  as  the  "fall  of  Babylon"  described  in  Rev.  18. 

This  great  ecclesiastical  leader,  the  head  of  the  great 
apostate  world-wide  church,4  will  himself  be  grossly  apostate, 
and  because  he  will  exercise  strong  influence  over  millions 
of  people,  the  destructive  effect  will  be  most  disastrous.  He 
will  pervert  and  subvert  the  Truth  (turning  it  into  "worm- 
wood") ,  and  promulgate  doctrines  that  will  take  away  what 
hope  men  might  yet  have.  Vast  corruption  will  be  spread 
abroad.  "And  then  shall  that  Wicked  (one)  be  revealed, 
whom  the  Lord  shall  consume  with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth, 
and  shall  destroy  with  the  brightness  of  His  coming:  Even 
him,  whose  coming  is  after  the  working  of  Satan  with  all 
power  and  signs  and  lying  wonders,  and  with  all  deceiv- 
ableness  of  unrighteousness  in  them  that  perish;  because 
they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  might  be 
saved.  And  for  this  cause  God  shall  send  them  strong  de- 
lusion, that  they  should  believe  a  lie:  that  they  all  might 
be  damned  who  believe  not  the  truth,  but  had  pleasure  in 
unrighteousness"  (2  Thess.  2:8-11).  The  law  of  God  must 
be  carried  out.  Surely  these  words  are  plain  enough.  The 
"deceivableness  of  unrighteousness"  is  effectual  only  with 
those  who  "perish".  Had  they  received  the  "love  of  the 

3  The  word  "wormwood"  occurs  frequently  in  the  Bible,  and  gener- 
ally in  a  metaphorical  sense.  Jeremiah  used  the  word  as  sym- 
bolical of  bitter  calamity  and  sorrow.  Jer.  9:15;  23:15;  and  Lam. 
3:15,  19. 


•4  The  churches  are  now  on  the  high  seas  of  modernism,  headed 
for  the  various  ports  of  apostacy  that  are  along  the  coast  of  the 
domain  of  the  great  Destroyer.  They  are  being  guided  by  false 
captains,  and  their  incompetent  leaders;  and  the  ships  are  being 
over-run  by  the  pirates  of  every  hue. 

God's  ships  of  rescue  are  picking  up  those  who  send  out  an  S.O.S., 
steering  and  carrying  them  safely  into  the  ports  of  God's  salvation 
along  the  shores  of  Christ's  Kingdom  Come. 

Certain  features  will  characterize  that  Kingdom  such  as:  "the  glory 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters 
coyer  the  sea",  universal  peace  under  the  true  Prince  of  Peace, 
private  ownership  ("every  man  his  own  vine"  etc.),  universal  love 
and  every  condition  for  constructive  happiness  and  true  progress. 
It  will  be  that  time  of  the  truly  "abundant  life."  Any  plan  not 
having  these  characteristics  is  not  His. 
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truth*',  they  would  have  found  their  salvation  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  would  witness  within  them  against 
the  deceptions  of  these  latter  days.  "Seek  and  ye  shall 
find."  "He  who  hungers  for  righteousness,  shall  be  filled." 
There  are  many  other  references  having  this  message 
which  the  seeker  will  find  by  searching  the  New  Testament 
alone.  But  these  that  perish  seek  not  this  "truth"  for  their 
salvation;  therefore,  another  part  of  God's  whole,  immutable 
law  performs  its  function  and  people  drift  into  "strong  de- 
lusions" and  "believe  a  lie"  promulgated  by  this  "great 
star."  In  this  way  is  God's  law  fulfilled  in  those  who  "had 
pleasure  in  unrighteousness."  It  is  "not  God's  will  that 
any  be  lost."  He  has  provided  a  Way  of  Salvation  and  His 
Spirit  broods  over  mankind,  constantly  wooing  "whosoever 
will"  to  Himself:  Let  us  take  thought  and  take  heed. 

A  foreshadowing  of  this  time  is  in  evidence  now,  grow- 
ing and  spreading  in  all  walks  of  life,  making  it  more  vitally 
necessary  than  ever  before  that  people  be  well  grounded  in 
the  eternal  truths  of  Holy  Scriptures,  and  firmly  established 
in  a  living  experience  of  Christ. 

The  Fourth  Trumpet.    Rev.  8:12,  13. 

"And  the  fourth  angel  sounded,  and  the  third  part  of 
the  sun  was  smitten,  and  of  the  moon,  and  of  the  stars." 
These  were  stricken  of  God  so  that  they  were  weakened  a 
third  part;  that  is,  the  strength  and  power  of  all  govern- 
ment, spiritual,  civil,  and  ecclesiastical,  is  felt  to  be  weak- 
ened to  that  extent.  An  extensive  and  awful  "let-down" 
takes  place,  spiritually,  civilly,  ecclesiastically,  paving 
the  way  for  what  follows  next. 

And  John  beheld  at  this  time  "an  angel  flying  in  the 
midst  of  heaven"  and  heard  him  saying  with  a  loud  voice, 
"Woe,  woe,  woe,  to  the  inhobiters  of  the  earth  by  reason  of 
the  other  voices  of  the  trumpets  of  the  three  angels,  which 
are  yet  to  sound" — the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  trumpets. 

The  Fifth  Trumpet.  (The  first  woe,  the  locusts.  Rev. 
9:1-12.) 

"And  the  fifth  angel  sounded  and  I  saw  the  star  which 
had  fallen  (at  the  third  trumpet)  unto  the  earth:  and  to 
him  was  given  the  key  of  the  bottomless  pit.  And  he  opened 
the  bottomless  pit;  and  there  arose  a  smoke  out  of  the  pit, 
as  the  smoke  of  a  great  furnace;  and  the  sun  and  the  air 
were  darkened  by  reason  of  the  smoke  of  the  pit." 

The  great,  apostate,  ecclesiastical  leader  who  had  fallen 
with  such  a  crash,  was  given  the  power  to  let  loose  from 
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Hell  itself,  immeasurable  evil.  His  mind  and  heart  were 
filled  with  evil  thoughts  and  motives  from  Hell.  First,  there 
was  an  obscuring  cloud  as  of  "smoke  of  a  furnace"  which 
acted  as  a  dense  screen  concealing  the  light  of  God's  Truth 
and  government,  and  all  the  air  (spiritual  atmosphere)  was 
filled  with  "darkness".  He  will  use  a  clever  system  of  teach- 
ing,5 made  up  of  heresies  and  erroneous  doctrines  which  will 
obscure  the  Source  of  Truth  and  Light  from  men  and  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  "locusts".6  (This  darkness  will  be 
the  spiritual  state.) 

"And  there  came,  out  of  the  smoke,  locusts  upon  the 
earth." 

These  locusts  are  a  great  mystery — however,  a  carefully 
detailed  description  of  them  is  given  in  likening  them  to 
other  things.  This  comparison  strongly  suggests  a  descrip- 
tion of  that  which  they  symbolize.  In  shape  they  were  "like 
unto  horses  prepared  for  battle;  and  on  their  heads  were 
crowns  like  gold,  and  their  faces  were  as  the  faces  of  men." 
So  we  know  that  they  will  be  prepared  for  war,  will  carry 
an  imitation  of  divine  authority,  and  will  seem  to  have 
human  intelligence.  In  other  words,  they  have  in  them 
the  element  of  war,  a  semblance  of  divinity,  and  an  ap- 
pearance of  intellectuality.  They  seem  to  indicate  a  doctrine 
claiming  divine  authority  and  high  intellectual  quality,  but 
imbuing  all  those  whom  they  attack  with  the  passion  for 
war. 

"And  they  had  hair  as  the  hair  of  women  (a  trace  of 
the  feminine,  as  gentleness,  etc.),  and  their  teeth  were  as 
the  teeth  of  lions."  A  woman's  hair  elsewhere  in  Scripture 
is  spoken  of  as  her  "crown  of  glory",  and  this  may  be  the 
suggestion  here.  "Teeth  of  lions"  are,  of  course,  powerful 
to  wound  and  rend. 

"And  they  had  breastplates,  as  it  were  breastplates  of 
iron"  (armoured  for  war) :  "and  the  sound  of  their  wings 
was  as  the  sound  of  chariots  of  many  horses  running  in 
battle."  This  seems  strongly  suggestive  of  army  planes 
and  artillery,  etc. 

"And  they  had  tails  like  unto  scorpions  and  there  were 
stings  in  their  tails"  and  unto  them  was  given  power  (as  the 

5  "Satan  deceiveth  the  whole  world."  Rev.  12:9.  2Tim.  3:13.  2  John  7. 
"those  having  not  the  love  of  the  truth".  2  Thess.  2:8-12. 
"the  Truth  shall  make  you  free."     John  8:32. 


6  'Locusts" — These  emissaries  with  all  these  characteristics  (ambas- 
sadors) seem  even  now  going  out  over  all  the  worid. 
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scorpions  of  the  earth  have  power)  to  inflict  a  very  painful 
and  poisonous  wound.  It  is  clear  that  they  were  terrible 
beings  sent  only  to  "torment  men"  for  a  space  of  five  months, 
(element  of  time).  They  were  not  given  the  power  to  kill 
men,  but  to  cause  them  great  and  terrible  suffering  so  that 
"men  shall  seek  death,  and  shall  not  find  it;  and  shall  desire 
to  die,  and  death  shall  flee  from  them."  (Verse  6) .  Doubt- 
less, when  these  things  occur  they  will  be  recognized  readily 
by  those  familiar  with  this  prophecy. 

"Over  them  was  a  king,  the  angel  of  the  bottomless  pit 
whose  name  in  Hebrew  is  Abaddon,  and  in  Greek  is  Apoll- 
yon."  Abaddon  and  Apollyon  means  "destruction",  (and 
you  will  notice  that  he  is  both  Jew  and  Gentile)  and  this 
shows  that  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  come  under  his  destruc- 
tive power. 

"One  woe  is  past;  and  behold,  there  come  two  woes 
more  hereafter." 

The  Sixth  Trumpet.  (The  second  woe,  the  hordes  from 
the  North— Rev.  9:13-21;  11:13,  14. 

"And  the  sixth  angel  sounded,  and  I  heard  a  voice  from 
the  four  7~  horns  of  the  golden  altar  (symbolic  of  the  earth- 
ward power  of  God  in  redemption  by  virtue  of  the  sacrifice 
of  Christ)  which  is  before  God,  saying  to  the  sixth  angel 
which  had  the  trumpet,  Loose  the  four  angels  which  are 
bound  in  the  river  Euphrates  (because  of  the  river) ."  "And 
the  four  angels  were  loosed,  which  were  prepared  for  an 
hour,  and  a  day,  and  a  month,  and  a  year,  for  to  slay  the 
third  part  of  men." 

This  is  the  hour  of  the  great  Armageddon.  A  terrible 
scene  is  presented  of  a  vast  horde,  from  whom  God  has 
removed  His  restraint,  coming  from  the  Euphrates  over  the 
land  (Palestine).  There  are  200,000,000  of  them  (probably 
armies  representing  that  many  people).  They,  too,  are 
pictured  by  symbols  (Rev.  9:17),  and  "by  these  was  the 
third  part  of  men  killed  by  the  fire,  and  smoke,  and  brim- 
stone which  issued  out  of  their  mouths;  for  their  power  is 
in  their  mouth,  and  in  their  tails;  for  their  tails  were  like 
unto  serpents  and  had  heads,  and  with  them  they  do  hurt." 
Doubtless  this  had  to  do  with  the  method  and  manner  of 
attack.  In  conduction  with  other  Scripture,  we  know  this  to 
speak  of  the  time  when  the  "hordes  of  the  north"  (Gog, 
Magog,  and  their  fellows)  will  sweep  down  upon  the  Holy 

7  Four  is  the  number  denoting  universal,  terrestrial  or  physical  ex- 
tension, seat  of  operation  will  be  the  world. 
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Land,  just  before  the  culmination  of  evil.8  This  will  take 
place  at  a  set  time,  at  a  certain  hour,  on  a  certain  day,  in  a 
certain  month,  in  a  predestined  year  according  to  the  fore- 
knowledge and  will  of  God. 

A  great  slaughter  occured  (by  these  three,  the  fire, 
the  smoke,  and  the  brimstone)  and  the  third  port  of  men 
were  killed.9  Yet,  the  rest  of  the  men  repented  not  of  the 
works  of  their  hands,  of  their  murders,  thefts,  fornifications, 
idol  worship,  and  rebellion  against  God.  Their  hearts  were 
hardened  by  sin;  it  will  not  be  a  day  of  repentance. 

Looking  ahead  to  Rev.  11:13,  14,  we  find  a  further  des- 
cription of  this  "woe".  Here  we  are  told  that  at  this  terrible 
culmination  of  strife  there  will  be  a  "great  earthquake",  a 
tenth  part  of  the  city  will  fall,  and  "seven  thousand  men  be 
slain"  in  it.  The  last  clause  of  that  verse  is  of  special  in- 
terest and  comfort;  "the  remnant  were  affrighted,  and  gave 
glory  to  God." .  This  is  the  remnant  of  the  true  Israel,  sealed 
unto  God  and  preserved.  Here  we  have  pictured  their 
alarm,  and  this  will  be  the  time  when  they  will  "flee  to  the 
wilderness"  where  they  will  give  "glory  to  the  God  of  heaven 
for  their  salvation."  "Come,  my  people,  enter  thou  into 
thy  chamber,  and  shut  thy  doors  about  thee:  hide  thyself 
as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the  indignation  (the 
wrath  of  God)  be  overpast.  For,  behold,  the  Lord  cometh 
out  of  his  place  to  punish  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for 
their  iniquity;  the  earth  also  shall  disclose  her  blood,  and 
shall  no  more  cover  her  slain."  (Isa.  26:20,  21).  Soon  they 
shall  see  Him  and  know  Him  for  Who  He  is. 

This  is  the  identical  time  and  event  that  is  spoken  of 
in  Rev.  16:12-16  (the  sixth  vial).  This  is  the  time  and 
place  of  Armageddon  to  which  Christ  referred  when  He 
said,  "For  in  those  days  shall  be  affliction,  such  as  was  not 
from  the  beginning  of  the  creation  which  God  created  unto 
this  time,  neither  shall  be.  And  except  that  the  Lord  had 
shortened  those  day,  no  flesh  should  be  saved:  but  for  the 
elect's  sake,  whom  He  hath  chosen"  (the  sealed  ones)  "He 
hath  shortened  the  days"  (Mark  13:19-20).  I0 

"Immediately  after  the  tribulation  of  those  days  shall 
the  sun  be  darkened,  and  the  moon  shall  not  give  her  light, 

8  Russia  is  said  to  have  made  preparations  on  the  Euphrates  not 
far  from  ancient  Babylon,  and  to  have  a  treaty  with  Persia  allowing 
her  to  cross  at  any  time  in  case  of  war  with  Great  Britain. 

9  "For  wheresoever  the  carcase  is,  there  will  the  eagles  be  gathered 
together/     Matt.  24:28. 

'0  Those  that  fall  in  this  battle  are  those  referred  to  in  Isa.  66:24; 
Ezek.  38:8;  and  Ezek.  39:22-29.  It  is  important  to  understand  these 
passages. 
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and  the  stars  shall  fall  from  heaven,  and  the  powers  of  the 
heavens  shall  be  shaken:  and  then  shall  appear  the  sign  of 
the  Son  of  man  in  heaven:  and  then  shall  all  the  tribes  of 
the  earth  mourn,  and  they  shall  see  the  Son  of  man  coming 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory"  (Matt. 
24: 20-30) .  "For  as  the  lightning  cometh  out  of  the  east,  and 
shineth  even  unto  the  west;  so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the 
Son  of  man  be"  (Matt.  24:27). 

Parenthetical  Vision  of  the  "Little  Book."— Key.  10. 

Then  John  was  shown  another  vision.  He  saw  "another 
mighty  angel  come  down  from  heaven,  clothed  with  a  cloud: 
and  a  rainbow  was  upon  His  head,  and  His  face  was  as  it 
were  the  sun,  and  His  feet  as  pillars  of  fire."  Who  but  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  would  have  His  face  shining  with  divine 
light,  and  about  Him  the  covenant  promise,  the  "rainbow?" 
Remember  Act  1:9-12.  "And  when  He  had  spoken  these 
things,  while  they  beheld,  He  was  taken  up;  and  a  cloud 
received  Him  out  of  their  sight.  And  while  they  looked 
stedfastly  toward  heaven  as  He  went  up,  behold,  two  men 
stood  by  them  in  white  apparel;  which  also  said,  Ye  men 
of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven?  this  some 
Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come 
in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  Him  go  into  heaven."11 

This  time  He  comes  in  judgment,  for  His  feet  were  as 
pillars  of  fire.  He  stands  in  judgment  of  the  nations  (see 
John  5:22,  26,  27).  He  comes  bearing  in  His  hand  the  testi- 
mony of  His  right  to  take  possession  of  the  earth,  the  "open 
book",  that  of  the  broken  seals.  He  set  His  right  foot  upon 
the  sea  (nations)  and  His  left  foot  upon  the  earth  (Palestine); 
He  took  actual  possession  of  all  nations.  He  called  out  with 
a  voice  of  supreme  power,  and  in  response  there  were  "seven 
thunders."  These  are  the  seven  divine  judgments  or  edicts 
that  effect  the  cleansing  of  the  earth  for  the  establishment 
of  Christ's  rule.12 

John  was  about  to  write  what  he  heard  these  "seven 
thunders"  utter,  when  he  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying, 
"Seal  up  those  things  which  the  seven  thunders  uttered, 
and  write  them  not."  This  is  an  awful  mystery  not  neces- 
sary to  know  and  not  to  be  disclosed  to  those  who  will 

1 '  The  two  Advents — Summary:  see  footnotes  in  Scofield's  Bible  on 
Acts.  1:11,  page  1148. 


12  Very  important  to  see  the  following:  Matt.  25:31-46,  Mark  13:32-37; 
Zech.   12:10;  Isa.   1:25-31;  Ezek.  20:38;  and  John   19:37. 
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escape  it.     "Watch   and  pray  that   ye   might   be   counted 
worthy  to  escape".     (See  Dan.  8:26,  27). 

At  the  moment  of  possession,  the  Angel  (Christ)  lifted 
up  His  hand  to  heaven,  to  the  Eternal  Father,  the  Creator 
of  heaven,  earth,  sea,  and  all  things  that  are  therein,  and 
sware  that  there  would  be  "time",  or  delay,  no  longer.  The 
revised  version  says,  "delay  no  longer,"  however,  "time"  as 
we  reckon  it,  shall  be  no  longer;  it  will  be  the  end  of  this 
age,— a  "new  time"  begins.  He  declared,  "  In  the  days  of  the 
voice  of  the  seventh  angel"  (trumpeter)  "when  he  shall 
begin  to  sound,  the  mystery  of  God  shall  be  finished,  as  He 
hath  declared  to  His  servants,  the  prophets."  (See  11:15). 

The  same  voice  which  forbade  John  to  write  of  the 
"utterances  of  the  seven  thunders"  (verse  4)  directed  him 
to  "go  and  take  the  little  book  which  is  open  in  the  hand 
of  the  angel  which  standeth  upon  the  sea  and  upon  the 
earth."  (Verse  8) .  And  the  Angel  said  to  John,  "Take  it" 
(the  book)  "and  eat  it  up;  and  it  shall  make  thy  belly  bitter, 
but  it  shall  be  in  thy  mouth  sweet  as  honey." 

When  John  first  "ate",  or  read,  the  book,  with  its  mes- 
sage of  Christ's  coming  in  glory  to  reign  and  bring  about 
the  final  deliverance,  it  was  "sweet"  to  him;  but  when  the 
prophecy  entered  further  into  his  understanding,  and  he 
considered  the  attending  judgments  also,  it  became  "bitter" 
to  his  soul  as  he  realized  the  next  words  of  the  angel.  "And 
he  said  unto  me,  Thou  must  prophesy  again,  before  many 
peoples,  and  nations,  and  tongues,  and  kings."  Rev.  10:11. 

This  is  the  end  of  this  parenthetical  vision. 

Rev.  11. 
Measuring  the  Temple.  (Rev.  11:1,  2). 

At  this  point  two  revelations  are  related  having  to  do 
with  the  three  and  one  half  year  period  of  the  tribulation: 
the  measuring  of  the  temple,  and  the  two  witnesses.  The 
measuring  of  the  temple  of  God,  and  the  altar,  and  of  them 
that  worship  there  is  for  His  possession;  the  outer  court 
is  not  measured  but  is  given  over  to  be  trod  under  foot  for 
forty  and  two  months  by  the  ruling  Gentiles  under  the  anti- 
Christ.  This  shows  that  during  this  time  God,  by  the  might 
of  His  power,  will  possess  and  preserve  the  sanctity  of  His 
faithful  people  and  their  worship,  and  the  truth  of  His  altar; 
and  that  only  by  His  sufferance  will  the  outsiders  be  allowed 
to  desecrate  the  city  and  the  outer  court. 
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The  Two  Witnesses.      (Rev.   11:3-13). 

It  is  further  revealed  that  all  during  this  time  God 
will  have  "two  witnesses  and  they  shall  prophesy  for  1260 
days."  (See  Jer.  11:8).  "They  are  the  two  olive  trees 
(symbolizing  testimony) ,  and  the  two  candlesticks  (bearing 
the  light  of  God's  truth)  standing  before  the  God  of  the 
earth."  These  are  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  in  Zech. 
4:11-14.  Great  supernatural  powers  will  be  given  them 
"that  they  may  finish  their  testimony."  They  will  be  clothed 
in  sackcloth,  which  speaks  of  the  nature  of  their  testimony, 
a  sorrowful  warning.  When  they  shall  have  finished  their 
testimony,  the  beast  (anti-Christ)  shall  make  war  against 
them  and  kill  them.  For  three  and  a  half  days  their  dead 
bodies  shall  lie  in  the  street  of  that  great  city,  while  they 
that  dwell  upon  the  earth  (Palestine)  shall  rejoice  over 
them  and  make  merry,  giving  gifts  to  one  another  in  wicked 
revelry. 

But  "the  spirit  of  life  from  God  entered  unto  them,  and 
they  stood  upon  their  feet"  (an  open  manifestation  of  God's 
power  of  resurrection) ;  "and  great  fear  fell  upon  them 
which  saw  them.  And  they  heard  a  great  voice  from  heaven 
saying  unto  them,  Come  up  hither.13  And  they  ascended  up 
to  heaven  in  a  cloud;  and  their  enemies  beheld  them." 

"And  the  same  hour  was  there  a  great  earthquake,  and 
the  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell,  and  in  the  earthquake  were 
slain  of  men  seven  thousand:  and  the  remnant  (those  sealed) 
were  affrighted,  and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of  heaven." 

"The  second  woe  is  past;  and,  behold,  the  third  woe 
cometh  quickly."14 

The  Seventh  Trumpet.  (The  third  woe,  the  cleansing  of 
the  earth.— Rev.  11:15-19). 

The  third  woe  proves  to  be  the  return  of  Christ  the 
Lord,  and  the  actual  setting  up  of  His  Kingdom  at  the 
completion  of  the  cleansing  period. 

"And  the  seventh  angel  sounded;  and  there  were  great 
voices  in  heaven,  saying,  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ;  and  He 

13  See  Rev.  4:1 — the  same  call. 

14  In  Zech.  14  we  have  a  glorious  prophecy  of  this  day,  called  "the 
day  of  the  Lord."     Here   we  are  told  of  the  nations  gathered  to 
battle  against  the  Lord  Himself,  and  mention  is  made  of  His  stand- 
ing on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  from  whence  He  ascended.     The  earth- 
quake is  mentioned,   and   the  flight   to   the  mountains.     It  is  pro- 
fitable to  read  verses  1-9. 
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shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever/'  Here  we  have  the  fully  ac- 
complished fact.15 

In  heaven  the  representative  elders  are  seen  worship- 
ping God  and  giving  thanks  to  Him:  "We  give  thanks  to 
thee,  O  Lord,  God  Almighty,  which  art,  wast  and  art  to 
come;  because  thou  hast  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power  and 
hast  reigned." 

"And  the  nations  were  angry  (blaspheming,  you  re- 
member) ,  and  Thy  wrath  is  come,  and  the  time  of  the  dead 
(the  first  resurrection),  that  they  should  be  judged,16  and  that 
they  should  give  reward  unto  thy  servants,  the  prophets, 
and  to  the  saints,  and  to  them  that  fear  thy  name,  small 
and  great"  (all  the  redeemed  pass  before  Christ  for  His 
"rewards");17  and  (the  time  that  thou)  shouldest  destroy 
them  which  destroy  the  earth."  18  Who  are  these?  Hear  these 
words  from  Isaiah.  "And  I  will  turn  my  hand  upon  thee, 
and  purely  purge  away  thy  dross,  and  take  away  all  thy 
tin:  and  the  destruction  of  the  transgresors  and  of  the  sin- 
ners shall  be  together,  and  they  that  forsake  the  Lord  shall 
be  consumed"  (Isa.  1:25,  28).  There  is  abundant  evidence 
in  both  Testaments  as  to  who  these  are. 

This  is  the  time  of  "God's  wrath"  of  which  there  is  so 
much  said  throughout  Scripture.  Let  us  consider  a  few 
words  of  Christ's  concerning  this  time,  in  Matt.  25:31,  32. 
"When  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  his  glory,  and  all  the 
holy  angels  with  Him,  then  shall  He  sit  upon  the  throne 

1 5  This  is  the  glorious  hope,  that  Christ  Jesus  return  and  set  at 
rights  all  things.  And  we  shall  inherit  with  Him,  knowing  that  "He 
which  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you  will  perform  it  until  the  day 
of  Jesus  Christ,"  (Phil.  1:6)  and  "Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  righteousness  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge, 
shall  give  me  at  that  day,  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  that 
love  His  appearing." 


1 6  "Because  he  hath  appointed  a  day,  in  the  which  he  will  judge 
the  world  in  righteousness  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained; 
whereof  he  hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raised 
him  from  the  dead."  Acts  17:31. 


1 7  "For  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with  God."  "For  as  many 
as  have  sinned  without  law  shall  also  perish  without  law:  and  as 
many  as  have  sinned  in  the  law  shall  be  judged  by  the  law."  "In 
the  day  when  God  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men  by  Jesus  Christ 
according  to  my  gospel."  Rom.  2:11,  12,  16. 


1 8  "Such  a  time  of  reckoning  for  the  enemies  of  Christ  will  surely 
come  and  the  imprecatory  Psalms  become  perfectly  intelligible  when 
we  consider  that  the  oppressed  godly  remnant  of  Jews  during  the  last 
days  of  this  age,  hated  and  persecuted,  will  cry  to  God  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  His  righteous  judgments."  Gaebelein. 
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of  His  glory;  and  before  Him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations: 
and  He  shall  separate  them  one  from  another,  as  a  shepherd 
divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats."19 

"And  the  temple  of  God  was  opened  in  heaven,  and 
there  was  seen  in  His  temple  the  ark  of  His  testament;  and 
there  were  lightenings,  and  voices,  and  thunderings,  and 
an  earthquake,  and  great  hail."  And  thus  is  the  "third  woe" 
ended  and  the  Kingdom  of  Our  Lord  firmly  established  on 
earth!  God  speed  the  day!  This  is  that  "social  order"  to 
which  all  mankind  is  looking  forward,  consciously  or  un- 
consciously. 

This  scene  completes  this  marvelous  and  divine  picture; 
and  now  John  unfolds  before  us  other  aspects  of  these 
glorious  things  of  God.  The  next  chapter  is  a  series  of 
special  pictures  depicting  the  principal  personages  present 
in  the  great  drama  at  the  "end  of  the  age." 

19  "The  field  is  the  world;  the  good  seed  are  the  children  of  the  king- 
dom; but  the  tares  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one;  The  enemy 
that  sowed  them  is  the  devil;  the  harvest  is  the  end  of  the  world; 
and  the  reapers  are  angels.  As  therefore  the  tares  are  gathered 
and  burned  in  the  fire;  so  shall  it  be  in  the  end  of  this  world.  The 
Son  of  man  shall  send  forth  his  angels,  and  they  shall  gather  put 
of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them  which  do  iniquity; 
And  shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire:  there  shall  be  wailing  and 
gnashing  of  teeth.  Then  shall  the  righteous  shine  forth  as  the  sun 
in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father.  Who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him 
hear."  Matt.  13:38-43. 

"Again,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  net,  that  was  cast  into 
the  sea,  and  gathered  of  every  kind:  Which  when  it  was  full,  they 
drew  to  shore,  and  sat  down,  and  gathered  the  good  into  vessels, 
but  cast  the  bad  away."  So  shall  it  be  at  the  end  of  the  world:  the 
angels  shall  come  forth,  and  sever  the  wicked  from  among  the  just. 
And  shall  cast  them  into  the  furnace  of  fire:  there  shall  be  wailing 
and  gnashing  of  teeth.  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  Have  ye  understood 
all  these  things?  They  say  unto  him,  Yea,  Lord.  Then  said  he 
unto  them,  Therefore  every  scribe  which  is  instructed  unto  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  man  that  is  an  householder,  which 
bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treasure  things  new  and  old.  Matt.  13:47-52. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  Seven  Personages 

Rev.  12  and  13. 

1.  Israel  as  a  nation.1    Verses  1  and  2. 

In  the  glorious  writings  of  Isaiah  (Chapter  26:17,  18) 
he  compares  "the  nation"  to  a  "woman  with  child"  when 
she  shall  cry  in  pain  for  deliverance.  Here  in  Rev.  12, 
John  also  sees  her  as  a  "woman  with  child  travailing 
in  birth,  and  pained  to  be  delivered."  She  is  introduced  in 
our  present  study  as  a  "great  wonder  in  heaven,"  being 
"clothed  with  the  sun"  (under  theocratic  government) ,  "and 
upon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars"  (twelve  ruling 
patriarchs).  She  is  in  much  trouble  (in  this  vision)  and 
longs  in  pain  (as  of  "travail")  for  the  coming  forth  of  the 
Promised  One  and  for  the  deliverance  he  would  bring. 

In  verse  5  (Rev.  12),  we  see  her  as  the  mother  of  the 
"man  child",  who  shall  "rule  all  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron," 
none  other  than  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Himself.  Over  thirty 
years  pass  quickly  by  at  the  punctuation  mark  in  the  middle 
of  the  sentence  (in  verse  5)  and  John  saw  Him  "caught  up 
unto  God  and  to  His  throne." 

In  verse  6,  we  are  given  a  flash  of  a  vision  promising 
Divine  protection  to  the  women  during  the  great,  prophetic 
period  of  the  three  and  a  half  years. 

2.  Satan.    Verses  3  and  4  and  9. 

"There  appeared  another  wonder  in  heaven;  a  red 
dragon  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns  and  seven  crowns." 
In  verse  9,  this  evil  personage  is  "called  the  Devil  which 
deceiveth  the  whole  world"  and  is  identified  with  the  ten- 
kingdom  confederacy  in  verse  3.  ("Ten  horns" — see  Dan. 
7:24). 

In  the  last  part  of  verse  4,  reference  is  made  to  the 
dragon's  seeking  to  destroy  the  child  Jesus,  from  the  day 
of  His  birth.  Recall  Herod's  persecution  of  the  Holy  Infant. 
At  the  end-time  he  will  do  his  utmost  against  the  Lord, 
knowing  "that  he  hath  but  a  short  time."  See  verse  12. 

There  is  coming  a  time  when  the  Devil  shall  be  brought 

1  It  is  not  difficult  to  discern  which  "Israel"  (the  national  or  the 
spiritual)  is  referred  to  in  Scripture,  if  the  context  is  carefully  con- 
sidered. 
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down  to  hell,  and  "they  that  see  thee  shall  narrowly  look 
upon  thee  saying,  'Is  this  the  man  that  made  the  earth  to 
tremble,  that  did  shake  kingdoms;  that  made  the  world  as 
a  wilderness,  and  destroyed  the  cities  thereof;  that  opened 
not  the  house  of  his  prisoners?' '  Isaiah  14: 16,  17. 

It  is  highly  important  that  we  understand  what  the 
Holy  Scriptures  teach  concerning  this  powerful  and  evil 
personage.  Jesus  speaks  of  "the  prince  of  this  world"  in 
John  12:31,  declaring  that  he  would  be  "cast  out"  because 
of  His  advent. 

See  also  John  14:30  and  16:11  and  Heb.  2:15-17. 

The  Holy  Scriptures  teach  definitely  of  this  powerful 
and  evil  personage. 

Jesus'  encounter  with  and  victory  over  Satan  is  given 
in  Matt.  4:1-11  and  Mark  1:12,  13  and  Luke  4:1-13. 

Jesus  told  His  disciples,  "I  beheld  Satan  as  lightening 
fall  from  heaven"  and  He  called  him  the  "father  of  lies." 
John  8:44. 

Paul  wrote  of  Satan's  "power  and  lying  wonders  and 
deceit"  in  2  Thess.  2:8-12.  See  Romans  16:20,  2  Cor.  2:11 
and  11:13-15.  He  is  the  "sower  of  tares"  in  Matt.  13:24-30. 
Peter  wrote  of  him  as  being  a  "roaring  lion  seeking  whom 
he  may  devour."  1  Peter  5:8-9.  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
was  manifested  in  the  flesh  "that  he  might  destroy  the  works 
of  the  devil."  1  John  3:8  speaks  of  the  devil  as  the  origin 
of  sinning  and  the  Son  of  God  as  the  destroyer  of  his  works. 

We  cannot  serve  two  masters.    Matt..  6:24. 

3.  The  Child:     Christ.    Verses  5  and  6. 

The  "woman"  of  Israel  "brought  forth  a  man  child." 
(See  Gal.  4:4,  5).  He,  in  the  time  to  come,  will  "rule  the 
nations  with  a  rod  of  iron."  His  word  will  be  the  absolute 
law. 

The  vision  of  John,  as  given  in  the  latter  half  of  verse 
5,  ("her  child  was  caught  up  unto  God,  and  to  His  throne") 
swiftly  takes  us  to  His  ascension. 

We  are  swept  through  the  ages  in  verse  6  to  the  next 
scene  and  view  the  woman,  Israel,  when  she  is  to  flee  into 
the  wilderness  "where  she  hath  a  place  prepared  of  God" 
and  where  she  is  to  be  sustained  for  three  and  a  half  years 
of  the  tribulation.  Read  verses  6  and  14. 

This  is  the  remnant,  sealed  to  God. 

4.  Michael:    The  Archangel.    Verses  7  to  12. 
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Here  we  are  given  a  very  brief  sketch  showing  Michael,2 
the  great  archangel  entering  into  a  bitter  conflict  with 
that  old  serpent  called  the  Devil,  and  Satan  (who  had  been 
"accusing  the  brethern  before  God  day  and  night"),  and 
Satan  is  cast  into  the  earth! 

We  see  here  in  this  striking  vision  of  symbolism  the 
beginning  of  the  final  clash  between  God's  agencies  of  good 
and  the  evil  agencies  of  the  adversary,  and  it  is  good  to  see 
that  the  "dragon  prevailed  not."  It  is  glorious  to  know  that 
the  Prince  of  Peace  is  victorious  in  a  "short  time."  The 
martyred  saints  (verse  11)  in  heaven  see  the  dawning  of  this 
victory  and  in  loud  voice  declare  that  this  event  is  to  bring 
"salvation  and  strength"  (to  overcome)  "and  the  kingdom 
of  our  God  and  the  power  of  His  Christ." 

In  all  probability,  this  is  the  time  of  the  "seven  thun- 
ders" of  which  John  was  commanded  not  to  write.  They 
saw  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  Satan's  power  and  rejoiced 
to  see  the  day;  but  it  was  "Woe  to  the  inhabiters  of  the 
earth  and  of  the  sea!" 

"When  the  dragon  saw  that  he  was  cast  unto  the  earth 
he  persecuted  the  woman  which  brought  forth  the  man 
child" — as  Satan  in  the  tribulation  period  will  persecute 
particularly  "Israel"  from  whom  comes  the  Messiah. 

5.     The  Jewish  Remnant.    Verses  14  to  17. 

"And  to  the  woman  were  given  two  wings  of  a  great 
eagle"  (as  promised  in  Isa..  40:31)  to  enable  her  to  reach 
a  place  of  safety  in  the  wilderness  prepared  of  God,  where 
she  is  nourished  for  three  and  a  half  years,  safely  removed 
from  the  serpent.  (See  Isa.  26:20,  21  and  27:1). 

Hearing  of  her  escape,  the  serpent  "cast  out  of  his  mouth 
water  as  a  flood  after  the  woman,  that  he  might  cause  her 
to  be  carried  away  of  the  flood."  This  seems  to  indicate 
clearly  that  Satan,  "which  deceiveth  the  whole  world,"  will 
send  a  flood  of  evil  teaching  (propaganda?)  after  them  (the 
remnant  of  Israel)  to  bring  about  their  destruction  by  des- 
troying their  faith  and  "carrying  them  away"  in  their  minds 
and  hearts.  But  the  "earth  helped  the  woman,  and  the  earth 
opened  her  mouth  and  swallowed  up  the  flood  which  the 
dragon  cast  out  of  his  mouth."  The  "earth"  here  may  have 
reference  to  the  land  of  Palestine,  and  may  indicate  that 


2  Jude  gives  us  a  striking  bit  of  information  about  Michael  in  verse 
9.  "Yet  Michael,  the  archangel  when  contending  with  the  devil, 
he  disputed  about  the  body  of  Moses,  durst  not  bring  against  him  a 
railing  accusation,  but  said,  'The  Lord  rebuke  thee'."  Here  is  a 
strong  light  cast  upon  the  power  of  the  devil  and  the  offices  of 
Michael. 
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some  of  those  of  that  land  will  overthrow  that  scheme. 
However,  we  believe  that,  just  as  the  Bible  states,  the 
bearers  of  this  false  teaching  will  be  destroyed,  literally 
"swallowed  up,"  probablly  by  a  great  earthquake.  That 
region  is  subject  to  earthquakes  and  in  the  day  of  which 
the  prophecy  speaks,  they  will  be  numerous  and  severe 
throughout  the  world. 

Frustrated  in  his  designs,  the  dragon  Satan  will  be 
filled  with  wrath  against  the  "woman"  and  will  go  "to  make 
war  with  the  remnant  of  her  seed,  those  who  have  kept  the 
commandments  of  God  and  have  the  testimony  of  Jesus 
Christ," — the  Christian  Jews  who  will  have  gone  to  their 
refuge. 

It  is  well  here  to  turn  to  Isaiah  26  and  see  how  mar- 
velous these  prophecies  fit  together.  In  the  15th  verse 
we  see  how  much  the  Lord  is  to  increase  the  nation,  Israel, 
(and  He  has  remarkably  in  recent  years).  Their  dispersed 
condition  is  mentioned,  also  their  present  and  increasing 
troubles,  but  in  all  their  "travail"  they  have  brought  forth 
only  "wind"  and  "no  deliverance,"  "neither  have  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  world  fallen."  In  the  19th  verse,  the  first 
"resurrection"  and  the  restoration  of  Israel  is  suggested. 
The  20th  verse  is  to  the  Lord's  call  to  His  people  (that  rem- 
nant who  will  hear  His  voice)  to  go  to  the  place  "prepared 
for  them"  until  the  suffering  of  the  crisis  be  over.  "For 
behold  the  Lord  cometh."  Isaiah  27:1  speaks  of  the  "pierc- 
ing serpent"  whom  the  Lord  shall  punish  with  His  sore 
and  great  and  strong  sword."  See  also  Isa.  14:29-32. 

6.     The  World  Dictator.— or  the  "beast  out  of  the  sea." 
Rev.  13:1-10. 

In  examining  this  passage,  we  see  that  John  "stood 
upon  the  sand  of  the  sea,  and  saw  a  beast  rise  up  out  of 
the  sea,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns  and  upon  his 
horns  ten  crowns,  and  upon  his  head  the  name  of  blasphemy." 
In  other  words,  it  was  as  though  John  was  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion where  he  saw  the  nations  of  the  world  and  out  of  them 
came  forth  ten  kingdoms  which  consolidated  and  formed 
a  confederacy  with  seven  heads  or  parts.  This  confederacy 
is  also  written  of  in  Daniel  7.  Scofield  states  (and  many 
others)  that  it  will  be  formed  from  the  sphere  of  authority 
of  ancient  Rome. 

He  (or  it)  is  marked  with  "blasphemy";  that  will  be  its 
chief  characteristic.  Then  John  goes  on  and  compares  the 
beast  to  certain  animals,  the  leopard,  the  bear  and  the  lion, 
thus  giving  it  their  qualities.  An  ugly  thing  in  the  sight 
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of  the  Holy  One,  the  inspirer  of  John.  Satan  will  place  him 
in  his  seat  of  power  and  give  him  "great  authority". 

One  of  the  heads,  or  kingdoms,  of  that  empire  will  be  a 
revived  nation,  one  that  was  wounded  to  death  but  healed. 
This  is  generally  conceded  to  be  Italy,  whose  restoration  is 
now  remarkable.  All  the  world  will  wonder  after  this  beast. 
The  "world"  will  not  perceive  the  evil  of  it  or  understand 
the  spiritual  significance  of  things  or  events  connected  with 
it  and  will  be  only  impressed  by  its  mystifying  power  and 
action.  The  world  will  recognize  that  no  other  power,  or 
powers,  is  able  to  go  to  war  with  it.  In  verse  4,  the  "beast" 
seems  personalized  in  the  head  ruler,  and  the  people  are 
seen  to  "worship"  him  and  also  the  dragon  (Devil)3  by 
whom  he  is  empowered  and  motivated.  It  will  be  basically 
a  spiritual  matter  to  be  spiritually  perceived,  as  it  is  now. 
But  the  people  of  the  world  will  glory  in  his  wicked  power 
because  he  will  make  great,  highsounding  orations,  which 
(although  filled  with  blasphemy)  will  be  wise  from  man's 
human-point-of-view.  (See  Luke  16:15). 

This  will  continue  for  forty-two  months,  three  and  a 
half  years. 

In  verse  6,  "He  opened  his  mouth  in  blasphemy  against 
God,  to  blaspheme  his  name,  and  his  tabernacle,  and  them 
that  dwell  in  heaven."  With  great,  boastful  words  this 
master  egotist  will  "blaspheme  against  God  and  His  taber- 
nacle," (i.e.  the  great  spiritual  verities  of  His  redemptive 
Truth)  "and  them  that  dwell  in  heaven"  (the  departed 
saints  and  heavenly  personages).4 

He  is  Satan-empowered,  and  permitted  by  the  Hinderer 
of  evil  to  "make  war  with  the  saints  and  to  overcome  them" 
(verse  7) — "until  the  Ancient  of  days"  will  come  in  judg- 
ment and  give  the  kingdom  into  the  possession  of  the  saints. 
Daniel  7:22.  (Read  carefully  Dan.  7:15-28). 

This  strong  dictator  will  be  given  power  over  all  kin- 
dreds and  tongues  and  nations.  Verse  7  and  8  of  Rev.  13) . 
All  over  the  world,  those  not  having  spiritual  life,  and  there- 
fore lacking  spiritual  insight,  (whose  names  are  "not  written 
in  the  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb")  will  regard  him  as  mar- 
velous and  worship  him — for  a  time. 

Then  (in  verse  9)  is  the  clear  warning  to  those  having 
"an  ear"  to  hear. 


3  There  is  said  to  be  a  cult  in  Eastern  Europe  whose  followers  act- 
ually worship  the  Devil,  as  Christians  worship  Christ. 

4  Russia  at  the  present  writing  is  giving  an  excellent  example  of 
this. 
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The  time  of  the  supreme  sifting  of  the  world,  when  He, 
who  hinders  will  hinder  no  longer,  that  all  things,  both  good 
and  evil  may  be  carried  out  to  their  full  fruition.  Then  will 
come  the  harvest  and  the  "separation."  Matt.  13: 36-43,  Matt. 
24:30,  31  and  25:31-33.  God's  plans  are  always  orderly  and 
logical.  1  Cor.  14:33. 

This  world-dictator  will  be  declared  as  supremely  great 
in  wisdom  and  genius  and  power.  All  the  printed  periodicals 
will  constantly  tell  of  his  "greatness";  doubtless  the  moving 
pictures  with  all  their  subtle  trickery  and  blare,  will  picture 
to  the  people  his  superlative  claim  to  be  worshiped  as  a 
hero;  the  radios  will  herald  his  marvelous  doings!  Every- 
where will  the  peoples  of  the  world  be  confronted  with  the 
claim  and  demand  that  they  "worship"  him. 

At  this  period  of  developments,  the  church  has  long 
been  translated  and  these  "written  in  the  book  of  life"  are 
those  who  later  were  "sealed  of  God." 

A  warning  to  this  cruel  and  arrogant  dictator  is  given 
by  God:  "He  that  leadeth  into  captivity  shall  go  into  cap- 
tivity: he  that  killeth  with  the  sword  must  with  the  sword 
be  killedr"  In  the  end  he  will  meet  with  a  fate  like  he  has 
dealt  to  others.  This  is  a  text  often  misused  by  "pacifists." 
Here  is  where  the  "patience  and  faith  of  the  saints"  is  great- 
ly tried  and  comes  into  extreme  activity. 

To  deceive  one,  truth  must  be  concealed  and  evil  dis- 
guised. Subtle  propaganda  of  Satan  is  permeating  human 
thought  now  as  never  before,  as  is  sadly  evidenced  in  schools, 
churches,  publications,  etc.  Let  us  pray  that  we  be  not 
deceived;  "deliver  us  from  evil."  The  whole  theoretical 
structure  of  this  evil  plan  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the 
teaching  of  Christ.  And  the  great,  final  world  leader,  the 
coming  world-dictator,  will  be  the  final  anti-Christ  and  will 
set  up  the  counterfeit  kingdom.  This  opposition  has  been 
present  from  the  beginning  (John  2:18,  19)  and  is  the  "ele- 
ment of  destruction"  so  evident  now,  which  must  and  will 
be  "destroyed"  or  "cast  out"  from  the  earth  when  Christ 
sets  up  His  kingdom  of  righteousness  and  true  peace.  This 
same  John,  to  whom  Christ  gave  the  Revelation,  wrote  in 
John  5:22,  27-29,  "For  the  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath 
committed  all  judgment  unto  the  Son."  "And  hath  given 
him  authority  to  execute  judgment  also,  because  he  is  the 
Son  of  man."  "Marvel  not  at  this:  for  the  hour  is  coming, 
in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice/' 
"And  shall  come  forth;  they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the 
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resurrection  of  life;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the 
resurrection  of  damnation."5  It  is  essentially  so.  Isa.  24: 
16-23  gives  a  glimpse  of  the  Tribulation  and  kingdom-age 
begun.  Chapters  25-27  in  Isaiah  follow  with  some  of  the 
triumph  of  the  kingdom-age. 

7.     "The  Beast  out  of  the  Earth" — a  religious  leader. 
Rev.  13:11-18. 

In  conjuction  with  the  world-dictator  will  be  another 
figure,  John  says,  "another  beast."  This  figure  comes  upon 
the  world-stage  after  the  first  figure  has  become  established. 
He  will  come  "up  out  of  the  earth,"  therefore  it  is  said  he 
will  be  a  Jew  and,  because  of  what  he  does,  we  know  he 
will  be  an  apostate,  doubtless  one  of  the  "synagogue  of 
Satan"  as  spoken  of  in  Rev.  2:9  and  3:9.  (Read  in  footnote 
of  Dan.  11:37-39  in  Scofield  Bible)  He  will  come  into  power 
because  of  a  covenant  that  the  unbelieving  Jews  will  make 
with  the  "man  of  sin"  who  heads  the  great  confederacy  of 
the  ten  nations. 

He  comes  as  a  counterfeiter,  having  "two  horns  like  a 
lamb/'  imitating  the  "Lamb  of  God,"  but  he  will  speak  as 
the  evil-one  (the  "dragon") .  Posing  thus,  he  will  hold  him- 
self up  before  the  re-gathered  Jews  as  their  Messiah.6  This 
figure  is  called  the  "false  prophet"  in  Rev.  16:13,  19:20  and 
20:10.  He  will  be  placed  in  power  by  the  "first  beast,"  to 
serve  him. 

In  Daniel  8:23-277  is  another  picture  of  him.    No  wonder 


5  Those  lost  will  be  deceived  because  they  do  not  "retain  God  in 
their  knowledge,"Rom.  1:28.  They  will  be  like  those  of  reprobate 
minds  written  of  in  Rom.  1:18-32. 


6  See  Matt.  24:21-27   and  John  5:43-47,  for  Jesus'  warning  against 
false  Christs. 


7  "And  in  the  latter  time  of  their  kingdom,  when  the  transgressors 
are  come  to  the  full,  a  king  of  fierce  countenance,  and  understand- 
ing dark  sentences,  shall  stand  up. 

"And  his  power  shall  be  mighty,  but  not  by  his  own  power;  and 
he  shall  destroy  wonderfully,  and  shall  prosper,  and  practise,  and 
shall  destroy  the  mighty  and  the  holy  people. 

"And  through  his  policy  also  he  shall  cause  craft  to  prosper  in  his 
hand;  and  he  shall  magnify  himself  in  his  heart,  and  by  peace  shall 
destroy  many:  he  shall  also  stand  up  against  the  Prince  of  princes; 
but  he  shall  be  broken  without  hand. 

"And  the  vision  of  the  evening  and  the  morning  which  was  told 
is  true:  wherefore  shut  up  the  vision;  for  it  shall  be  for  many  days. 
"And  I  Daniel  fainted,  and  was  sick  certain  days;  afterward  I  rose 
up,  and  did  the  king's  business;  and  I  was  astonished  at  the  vision, 
but  none  understood  it." 
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Daniel  "fainted"  before  this  vision!  Here  he  stands  out  in 
strong  relief,  as  a  great  "destroyer."  In  Rev.  13,  he  is 
shown  as  a  "deceiver",  having  great  power.  His  power 
will  equal  that  of  the  "first  beast"  and  he  will  cause  all  those 
in  the  "earth"  (Palestine)  to  worship  him. 

He  will  perform  "miracles"  (in  all  probability  by  per- 
fected science,  and  possibly  occultism, — read  verses  13-15) 
and  by  them  will  deceive  the  people  into  worshipping  the 
beast  and  thereby  losing  their  souls. 

He  is  the  great  Anti-Christ  and  by  him  all  means  of 
livelihood  will  be  withheld  from  those  who  receive  not  his 
"mark."  "And  he  causeth  all,  both  small  and  great,  rich 
and  poor,  free  and  bond,  to  receive  a  mark  in  their  right 
hand,  or  in  their  foreheads:  And  that  no  man  might  buy 
or  sell,  save  he  that  had  the  mark,  or  the  name  of  the 
beast,  or  the  number  of  his  name."  Rev.  13:16,  17.  "And 
the  beast  was  taken,  and  with  him  the  false  prophet  that 
wrought  miracles  before  him,  with  which  he  deceived  them 
that  had  received  the  mark  of  the  beast,  and  them  that 
worshipped  his  image.  These  both  were  cast  alive  into  a 
lake  of  fire  burning  with  brimstone."  Rev.  19:20. 

"Here  is  wisdom."  Those  having  spiritual  understand- 
ing (See  1  Cor.  2:14,  15)  in  these  latter  days,  are  told  to 
"count  his  number"  that  they  may  recognize  him  as  being 
the  one  here  foretold. 

The  symbolical  number,  666,  has  been  much  discussed, 
but  we  agree  with  those  who  regard  it  as  denoting  the 
Superman.  "Seven  is  the  complete,  perfect  number;  six  is 
incomplete  and  is  man's  number.  Six  repeated  three  times 
is  man  fully  manifested  in  evil."  Gabelein. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

The  Harvests. 

Rev.  14. 

In  chapter  14,  John  gives  a  series  of  blessed  scenes, 
given  to  him  by  vision,  which  are  in  great  contrast  to  the 
darkness  of  chapter  13.  The  "abomination  of  desolation," 
spoken  of  in  Daniel,  has  been  set  up  in  the  temple  of  Jeru- 
salem; and  the  vision  of  John  continues  with  contemporary 
events.  (See  Dan.  11: 31-35  and  Isa.  66: 3-5) .  You  will  recall 
that,  in  Matt.  24,  Jesus  told  His  disciples  that  when  they 
saw  this  "abomination  stand  where  it  ought  not,  know  ye 
that  the  day"  (of  His  returning)  "is  at  the  door." 

Scene  I.    The  "Lamb"  and  144,000.    Verses  1-5. 

"And  I  looked  and  lo!  the  Lamb  stood  on  Mount  Sion."1 
This  is  the  actual  return  of  Christ  to  Jerusalem,  and  with 
Him  the  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand,  having  His 
Father's  name  written  in  their  foreheads.  In  Isaiah  35:10 
we  read,  "And  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  shall  return  and 
come  to  Sion  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their 
heads;  they  shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness,  and  sorrow  and 
sighing  shall  flee  away." 

These  are  the  redeemed  ones  of  Israel  who  were  sealed 
by  the  mark  of  His  ownership  a  short  time  before,  as  we 
read  in  Rev.  7:3.  This  is  a  remarkable  prediction,  pregnant 
with  far-reaching  consequences  and  worthy  of  much  con- 
sideration. 

These  redeemed  one  are  the  remnant  of  Israel  (that 
spiritual  Israel  within  the  national  Israel)  spoken  of  so 
often  in  prophecy.2  The  number  is  doubtless  symbolical. 
In  Joel  2:32,  we  read,  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that 
whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  de- 
livered; for  in  Mount  Sion  and  in  Jerusalem  shall  be  de- 
liverance, as  the  Lord  hath  said,  and  in  the  remnant  whom 
the  Lord  shall  call." 

Scofield  says,  "During  the  great  tribulation  a  remnant 
out  of  all  Israel  will  turn  to  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  and  will 


1  "And  while  they  looked  steadfastly  toward  heaven  as  he  went  up, 
behold,  two  men  stood  by  them  in  white  apparel;  "which  also  said, 
ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven?  this  same 
Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like 
manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven."  Acts  1:10. 


2  See  Isa.  1:9,  11:11,  16:14,  Jer.  44:28,  Rom.  11:1-5,  Ezek.  6:8,  Micah 
2:12,  Hag.  1:12. 
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become  His  witnesses  after  the  removal  of  the  church." 
See  Rev.  7:3-8.  Some  of  these  will  undergo  martyrdom, 
as  told  in  Rev.  6:9-11;  some  will  be  spared  to  enter  the 
millennial  kingdom.  "In  that  day  there  shall  be  a  fountain 
opened  to  the  house  of  David  and  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem  for  sin  and  for  uncleanness."  "And  it  shall  come 
to  pass,  that  in  all  the  land,  saith  the  Lord,  two  parts  therein 
shall  be  cut  off  and  die;  but  the  third  shall  be  left  therein." 
"And  I  will  bring  the  third  part  through  the  fire,  and  will 
refine  them  as  silver  is  refined,  and  will  try  them  as  gold 
is  tried:  they  shall  call  on  my  name,  and  I  will  hear  them: 
I  will  say,  It  is  my  people:  and  they  shall  say,  The  Lord  is 
my  God."  Zech.  13:1,  8,  9.  Many  of  the  Psalms  express, 
prophetically,  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  the  tribulation  rem- 
nant. These  are  those  who  "fled  to  a  place  in  the  wilderness, 
prepared  of  God."  Rev.  12:6,  14.3  Here  we  find  them  re- 
turned to  Jerusalem  with  Christ!  Apparently,  He  appears 
first  at  their  "place  of  refuge"  for  them;  and  then  goes  to 
Jerusalem  with  them  to  appear  before  the  world. 

John  again  heard  "the  voice  of  many  waters"  (Rev. 
1:15)  from  heaven,  and  the  sounds  of  harps  and  singers. 
They  sang  a  new  song  that  "no  man  could  learn  but  the 
company  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  who 
were  redeemed  from  the  earth/'  at  this  particular  time  in 
this  peculiar  manner.  This  song  will  be  of  their  unique 
experiences,  unprecedented  events  of  that  time  and  those 
particular  people.  They  will  be  the  "first  fruits"  of  the 
New  Kingdom,  and  they  will  glorify  God  in  the  singing  of 
these  new  and  matchless  experiences. 

3  A  word  concerning  their  "place  of  refuge."  Many  believe  that 
Petra,  the  once  great  city  of  Edom  will  be  that  place.  "He  shall 
enter  also  into  the  glorious  land,  and  many  countries  shall  be  over- 
thrown: but  these  shall  escape  out  of  his  hand,  even  Edom,  and 
Moab,  and  the  chief  children  of  Amman."  Dan.  11:41.  In  Edom 
lies  the  ancient  city  of  Petra,  cut  out  of  the  rock,  a  perfect  place 
of  refuge.  There  are  many  marvelous  things  concerning  Petra,  a 
study  in  itself.  One  is  filled  with  wonder  and  awe  at  the  power  and 
providence  of  Almighty  God. 

The  city  lies  100  miles  south  of  Jerusalem,  in  a  perfectly  protected 
valley;  and,  it  is  said,  the  caves  alone  carved  out  of  solid  rock  would 
house  100,000  people.     In  the  valley  is  room  for  thousands  more. 
Time  and  space  will  not  permit  a  full  description  here,  but  there 
are  many  passages  in  regard  to  it  that  are  faith-inspiring. 
That  the  Lord  comes  to  Edom  is  shown  in  Isaiah  63:1-6.     See  also 
Isa.  26:20,  21;  34:1-8;  2:10,  19;  16:4,  5.    See  God's  judgment  on  Edom 
in  Jer.  49:7-22.     The  flight  of  the  remnant  will  probably  take  place 
at  the  time  of  which  Zechariah  writes  in  13:8  and  14:9.    See  Obadiah. 
A  thorough  study  of  this  subject  will  well  repay  any  student. 
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Scene  11.    The  Last  Great  Call  to  God.    Rev.  14:6,  7. 

"And  I  saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 
having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell 
on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue, 
and  people,  saying  with  a  loud  voice.  Tear  God  and  give 
glory  to  Him;  for  the  hour  of  His  judgment  is  come:  and 
worship  Him  that  made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  sea, 
and  the  fountains  of  water.' "  God  the  Creator  is  declared. 

This  "angel"  is  either  symbolical  of  a  body  of  teachers, 
or  some  one  greatly  endowed  with  the  Spirit,  or  a  being 
heavenly  commissioned  to  evangelize  the  world  at  this  time. 
This  may  speak  of  the  return  or  reincarnation  of  Elijah  as 
prophesied  to  Israel.  See  Malachi  4:5,  6.  In  any  event,  the 
"everlasting  gospel"  or  the  good  news  of  the  eternal  reign 
of  Christ  will  be  preached;  not  in  secret  chambers  or  closed 
conferences,  but  abroad,  as  from  the  house-tops,  in  a  "loud 
voice."  (The  loud  voice  suggests  to  us  now  the  radio.) 
Every  nation  and  all  men  and  women  of  every  race  will 
hear  it.  Men  everywhere  will  be  called  to  "fear  God" 
reverently,  to  trust  Him,  hating  all  evil,4  to  glorify  and 
worship  Him,  the  only  true  God,  the  Creator  of  all  things. 
Zech.  8:20-23. 

This  figure  may  refer  to  one  of  the  two  witnesses  told 
of  in  Rev.  11:3-12;  and  the  verse  following  of  the  other 
witness  whose  message  is  of  the  fallen,  apostate  church, 
"Babylon";  at  any  rate,  Babylon  at  this  time  falls!  "And 
there  followed  another  angel  saying,  Babylon  is  fallen,  is 
fallen,  that  great  city,  which  made  all  nations  drink  of  the 
wine  of  the  wrath  of  her  fornication."5  Full  and  detailed 
accounts  of  this  fall  of  Babylon  are  given  in  chapters  17 
and  18. 

Scene  III.     The  Doom  of  the  Beast-worshippers.     Verses 
9-12. 

The  doom  of  the  beast  worshippers  we  have  already  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  "mark  of  the  beast",  but  it 
is  well  to  consider  it  again  in  this  passage.  "And  the  third 
angel  followed  them,  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  If  any  man 
worship  the  beast  and  his  image,  and  receive  his  mark  in 


4  "The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  enduring  for  ever."     Psa.   19:9a. 
Scofield's  note  on  this  passage  reads,  "The  'fear  of  the  Lord',  a  phrase 
of  the  O.  T.  piety,  meaning  reverential  trust,  with  hatred  of  evil." 

5  "Let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain  words:  for  because  of  these 
things  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  disobedience." 
"Be  not  ye  therefore  partakers  with  them."  Eph.  5:6,  7. 
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his  forehead,  or  in  his  hand,  the  same  shall  drink  of  the 
wine  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which  is  poured  out  without 
mixture  into  the  cup  of  his  indignation;  and  he  shall  be 
tormented  with  fire  and  brimstone  in  the  presence  of  the 
holy  angels,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Lamb."  Rev.  14: 9,  10. 
It  is  clear  that  those  who  become  followers  of  the  "beast" 
(receive  his  mark)  will,  like  him,  partake  of  the  "wrath  of 
God." 

In  this  connection  is  to  be  shown  the  "patience  of  the 
saints;"  those  "who  keep  the  commandments  of  God  and 
the  faith  of  Jesus."  "And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  say- 
ing unto  me;  Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord  from  henceforth:  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may 
rest  from  their  labours;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
Rev.  14:13. 

Scene  IV.     The  Harvest.    Rev.  14: 14-20. 

This  scene  presents  another  aspect  of  His  return.  Here 
He  is  shown  as  coming  in  power  and  glory  to  reap  His 
great  harvest. 

"And  I  looked,  and  behold  a  white  cloud,  and  upon  the 
cloud  one  sat  like  unto  the  Son  of  man"  (a  vision  portraying 
Him),  "having  on  His  head  a  golden  crown  and  having  in 
His  hand  a  sharp  sickle."  He  is  here  shown  as  coming  in 
Divine  authority,  as  the  Reaper  of  His  harvest.6 

It  is  of  this  time  that  that  Jesus  spoke  as  He  sat  in  the 
boat  by  the  shores  of  Galilee  and  taught  the  people  in  para- 
bles. When  His  disciples  asked  Him  why  He  taught  the 
people  in  parables  He  answered  them,  "Because  this  people's 
heart  is  waxed  gross,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and 
their  eyes  they  have  closed,  lest  at  any  time  they  should  see 
with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears  and  should  under- 
stand with  their  heart,  and  should  be  converted  and  I  should 
heal  them."  Their  wills  were  fully  resistent  to  His  redemp- 
tion, they  refused  to  listen  for  fear  they  would  accept.  Read 
carefully  Matt.  13.  His  own  would  understand;  to  the 
others  it  was  a  lost  message,  as  it  is  now. 

Then,  of  the  "gathering  of  His  harvest,"  He  speaks 
plainly  in  Matt.  13:24-30  and  36-43  in  a  remarkable  parable, 
and  gives  His  interpretation.  This  is  the  great  harvest  of 
righteousness  and  harvest  of  iniquity. 

6  Christ's    second    coming. 

"So  Christ  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  sins  of  many,  and  unto 
them  that  look  for  him  shall  he  appear  the  second  time  without  sin 
unto"  (to  complete)  "salvation."  Heb.  9:28. 
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This  Great  Harvester  is  He  who  "shall  baptize  you  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire;  whose  fan  is  in  His  hand,  and 
He  will  thoroughly  purge  His  floor,  and  will  gather  the 
wheat  into  His  garner;  but  the  chaff  He  will  burn  with 
unquenchable  fire."  Luke  3:16,  17. 

Mark,  in  the  13th  chapter,  quotes  the  Lord  Jesus  as 
telling  of  this  period  of  fulfillment.  In  the  20th  verse  He 
says,  "Except  that  the  Lord  had  shortened  those  days,  no 
flesh  should  be  saved,  but  for  the  elect's  sake,  whom  he 
hath  chosen,  he  hath  shortened  the  days."  Then  He  warns 
of  false  prophets  in  verses  21-23,  "And  then  if  any  man 
shall  say  to  you,  Lo,  here  is  Christ;  or,  lo,  he  is  there; 
believe  him  not:  For  false  Christs  and  false  prophets  shall 
rise,  and  shall  shew  signs  and  wonders,  to  seduce,  if  it  were 
possible,  even  the  elect.  But  take  ye  heed:  behold,  I  have 
foretold  you  all  things."  The  whole  chapter  should  be  care- 
fully read. 

Scene  IV.     The  Time  of  Reaping.     Verses  15-20. 

John  tells  of  three  other  angels,  in  the  vision,  who 
assist  the  Son  of  man  in  reaping.  These  are  the  three 
"angels",  the  three  aspects  of  the  manifestation  of  Christ 
(of  whom  He  spoke  in  Matt.  13:41)  who  will  be  sent  forth 
to  cleanse  the  world  of  iniquity  when  He  comes  to  estab- 
lish His  rule  upon  the  earth.  Let  us  examine  them  closely. 

The  first  one  (vs.  15)  came  out  of  the  temple,  denoting 
Christ's  right  to  reap  as  being  the  Holy  One  of  the  temple, 
because  He  is  the  fulfillment  of  all  that  the  temple  typified; 
and  he  declared  that  the  "harvest  is  ripe"  and  the  "time  to 
reap  has  come!"  "And  He  that  sat  on  the  cloud  thrust  in 
His  sickle  and  the  earth  was  reaped."7 

The  second  angel  "came  out  of  the  temple  which  is  in 
heaven,  he  also  having  a  sharp  sickle."  His  right  to  "reap" 
is  also  shown  by  His  heavenly  position. 

The  third  "angel  came  out  from  the  altar,  which  had 
power  over  fire"  or  judgment.  Here  He  is  shown  coming 
as  the  One  from  the  place  of  sacrifice,  on  Calvary;  this 
sacrifice  gave  Him  the  power  over  Judgment.  He  met 
judgment  on  the  Cross  "for  every  one  that  believes  thank 


7  "Let  the  heathen  be  wakened,  and  come  up  to  the  valley  of  Jeho- 
shaphat:  for  there  will  I  sit  to  judge  all  the  heathen  round  about. 
"Put  ye  in  the  sickle,  for  the  harvest  is  ripe:  come,  get  you  down; 
for  the  press  is  full,  the  fats  overflow;  for  their  wickedness  is  great. 
"Multitudes,  multitude  in  the  valley  of  decision:  for  the  day  of  the 
Lord  is  near  in  the  valley  of  decision."  Joel  3:12-14. 
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God!8  It  is  because  of  this  fact  that  the  third  angel  cried 
out  with  a  loud  voice,  "Thrust  in  thy  sharp  sickle,  and  gather 
the  clusters  of  the  vine  of  the  earth;  for  her  grapes  are  fully 
ripe."  Note  that  these  "clusters"  are  not  of  His  vine,  but 
are  of  the  "vine  of  the  earth/'  the  harvest  of  the  ungodly, 
Adamic  ones  of  the  world.  The  "vine  of  the  earth"  is  the 
great  world-system;  the  "clusters"  of  that  vine  are  the 
separate  nations  or  groups  of  the  world;  in  a  spiritual  sense, 
they  will  be  the  products  of  the  earth.  It  is  the  harvest 
of  worldiness  in  contrast  to  the  harvest  of  His  true  vine  of 
John  15:1-8.  See  2  Thess.  2:7-12,  Mark  4:26-29,  Matt.  13: 
24-30  and  John  5:19-30. 

And  when  He  had  gathered  the  "vine  of  the  earth,"  He 
cast  it  into  the  great  winepress  of  the  wroth  of  God."9  This 
speaks  of  the  gathering  together  of  the  nations  under  the 
anti-Christ  at  the  time  of  the  Armageddon  (vs.  20) ,  to  meet 
retribution.  "And  blood  came  out  of  the  winepress,  even 
unto  the  horses  bridles,  by  the  space  of  a  thousand,  six 
hundred  furlongs."  This  is  the  measure  of  the  slaughter 
and  extent  of  the  great,  final  battle  field,  931,200  feet  or  155 
miles.  The  active  warfare  will  take  place  over  that  area, 
all  Palestine  will  be  bathed  in  blood.  This  is  the  great 
battle  written  of  in  Ezekiel  38  and  39.  It  will  be  the  time 
of  "purging  out  the  rebels,"  when  the  Lord  God  shall  "cause 
His  wrath  to  rest  upon  them."  Their  punishment  and  judg- 
ment is  sure.  "And  I  will  purge  out  from  among  you  the 
rebels,  and  them  that  transgress  against  me:  I  will  bring 
them  forth  out  of  the  country  where  they  sojourn,  and 
they  shall  not  enter  into  the  land  of  Israel:  and  ye  shall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord."  Ezekiel  20:38. 

After  all  this,  the  prophecy  told  of  in  Ezekiel  37:21-28 
will  be  fulfilled.10 

8  "For  the  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment 

unto  the  Son:" 

"That   all   men   should  honour  the   Son,   even   as   they   honour  the 

Father.     He  that  horoureth  not  the  Son  honoureth  not  the  Father 

which  hath   sent  him." 

"Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  He  that  heareth  my  word,  and  be- 

lieveth  on  him  that  sent  me,   hath  everlasting  life,   and  shall  not 

come  into  condemnation,  but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life." 

John  5:22-24. 


9  See  Isa.  5:1-7,  63:1-6,  Matt  21:33-41,  and  Mark  12:1-10. 

10  "Therefore  prophesy  thou  against  them  all  these  words,  and  say 
unto  them,  The  Lord  shall  roar  from  on  high,  and  utter  his  voice 
from  his  holy  habitation;  he  shall  mightily  roar  upon  his  habitation; 
he  shall  give  a  shout,  as  they  that  tread  the  grapes,  against  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
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"A  noise  shall  come  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth;  for  the  Lord  hath 

a  controversy  with  the  nations,  he  will  plead  with  all  flesh;  he  will 

give  them  that  are  wicked  to  the  sword,  saith  the  Lord. 

"Thus   saith   the  Lord   of  hosts,   Behold,   evil   shall   go   forth   from 

nation  to  nation,   and  a  great  whirlwind  shall  be  raised  up  from 

the  coasts  of  the  earth. 

"And  the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  at  that  day  from  one  end  of 

the  earth  even  unto  the  other  end  of  the  earth:  they  shall  not  be 

lamented,  neither  gathered,  nor  buried;   they  shall  be  dung  upon 

the  ground.'  Jer.  25:30-33. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

The  Seven  Vials 

Rev.  15  and  16. 

Again  John  is  given  another  vision  of  the  seven  great 
periods  of  the  latter  days. 

Here  he  writes,  "I  saw  another  sign", — or  vision,  "great 
and  marvelous,  seven  angels  having  seven  last  plagues;  for 
in  them  is  filled  up  the  wrath  of  God" — (of  which  so  much 
is  said  in  the  Scriptures.)  See  John  3:36. 

"And  I  saw  as  it  were  a  sea  of  glass  mingled  with  fire: 
and  them  that  had  gotten  the  victory  over  the  beast,  and 
over  his  image,  and  over  his  mark,  and  over  the  number  of 
his  name,  stand  on  the  sea  of  glass,  having  the  harps  of  God." 

On  this  crystal  sea  are  all  those  who  have  been  spirit- 
ually victorious  over  the  Beast  and  over  his  image,  his  mark, 
and  his  number  (666) ,  but  who  have  been  martyred  by  him. 
They  have  the  "harps  of  gold."  God  is  the  source  of  all 
true  music  and  by  it  these  are  expressing  their  joy,  "sing- 
ing the  song  of  the  Lamb."  "Great  and  marvelous  are  thy 
works,  Lord  God  Almighty;  just  and  true  are  Thy  ways,  thou 
King  of  saints,  who  shall  not  fear  thee  and  glorify  thy 
name?  for  thou  only  are  holy:  for  all  nations  shall  come 
and  worship  before  thee;  for  thy  judgments  are  made  mani- 
fest." A  great  song  extolling  His  holy  justice. 

At  the  same  time  they  sang  the  "song  of  Moses/'  the 
servant  of  God,  which  the  Lord  commanded  Moses  to  write 
to  be  sung  in  a  future  day,  "as  a  witness  against  them,"  in 
a  time  of  special  trouble.  See  Deut.  31:19-30. 

There  are  two  "songs  of  Moses";  the  first  one  is  given 
in  Exodus  15  and  tells  of  the  triumph  of  the  Israelites  over 
the  Egyptians  at  the  Red  Sea,  of  their  actual,  physical  re- 
demption and  freedom,  which  is  typical  of  the  spiritual 
redemption  of  all  Christians.  But  we  believe  the  song  re- 
ferred to  in  Revelation  15  is  the  one  given  in  Deut. 
It  is  a  much  more  comprehensive  song  and  in  many  ways 
fitted  to  this  occasion.  This  inspired  song  was  written  at 
the  end  of  their  journey  to  the  Holy  Land,  at  the  special 
command  of  Jehovah,  to  be  for  a  witness  for  Him  against 
the  disobedient  and  apostate  children  of  Israel  in  the  latter 
days.  Deut.  31:16-29,  "And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses, 
Behold,  thou  shalt  sleep  with  thy  fathers;  and  this  people 
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will  rise  up,  and  go  a  whoring  after  the  gods  of  the  strangers 
of  the  land,  whither  they  go  to  be  among  them,  and  will 
forsake  me,  and  break  my  covenant  which  I  have  made 
with  them.  Then  my  anger  shall  be  kindled  against  them 
in  that  day,  and  I  will  forsake  them,  and  I  will  hide  my  face 
from  them,  and  they  shall  be  devoured,  and  many  evils 
and  troubles  shall  befall  them;  so  that  they  will  say  in  that 
day,  Are  not  these  evils  come  upon  us,  because  our  God  is 
not  among  us?  And  I  will  surely  hide  my  face  in  that  day 
for  all  the  evils  which  they  shall  have  wrought,  in  that 
they  are  turned  unto  other  gods.  Now  therefore  write  ye  this 
song  for  you,  and  teach  it  the  children  of  Israel:  put  it  in 
their  mouths,  that  this  song  may  be  a  witness  for  me  against 
the  children  of  Israel." 

This  song  also  witnesses  that  the  Lord  is  just  and  true. 
Rev.  15:3  and  Deut.  32:4.  A  careful  study  Deut.  31:20,  21, 
29  reveals  to  us  that  there  are  many  disobedient  (apostate) 
Jews  within  the  children  of  Israel  who  are  prominently 
connected  with  this  time  of  judgment  (verse  29) ;  and  the 
fact  that  they  sing  this  song  at  this  (the  end)  time  shows 
that  the  disobedient,  apostate  Jews  will  have  a  great  re- 
sponsibility for  "Jacob's  trouble"  and  for  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  world  in  these  latter  days.  "For  when  I  shall 
have  brought  them  into  the  land  which  I  sware  unto  their 
fathers,  that  floweth  with  milk  and  honey:  and  they  shall 
have  eaten  and  filled  themselves,  and  waxen  fat;  then  will 
they  turn  unto  other  gods,  and  serve  them,  and  provoke  me, 
and  break  my  covenant.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when 
many  evils  and  troubles  are  befallen  them,  that  this  song 
shall  testify  against  them  as  a  witness;  for  it  shall  not  be 
forgotten  out  of  the  mouths  of  their  seed:  for  I  know  their 
imagination  which  they  go  about,  even  now,  before  I  have 
brought  them  into  the  land  which  I  sware."  And  Moses, 
speaking  to  the  elders  of  the  tribes,  said,  "For  I  know  that 
after  my  death  ye  will  utterly  corrupt  yourselves,  and  turn 
aside  from  the  way  which  I  have  commanded  you;  and  evil 
will  befall  you  in  the  latter  days;  because  ye  will  do  evil  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  to  provoke  him  to  anger  through  the 
work  of  your  hand."  (See  also  Deut.  32:29). 

To  understand  all  this  clearly,  it  is  important  that  we 
examine  reverently  Deut.  31:14-30  to  gain  a  knowledge  of 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  inspiration  of  this  song. 
We  find  it  is  at  the  time  of  the  end  of  Moses'  service  and 
the  Lord  foretells  to  him  the  future  apostacy  of  "this  people" 
and  the  evils  that  will  result — God's  wrath  and  their  suffer- 
ing, the  time  of  "Jacob's  trouble."  Therefore  this  song  was 
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written  to  be  taught  to  all  generations,  to  come  down  through 
the  ages. 

The  song  itself  is  addressed  to  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
a  remarkable  thing  in  itself.  "Give  ear,  O  ye  heavens,  and 
I  will  speak;  and  hear,  O  earth,  the  words  of  my  mouth." 
Deut.  32: 1.  Time  and  space  will  not  permit  a  full  discusion, 
but  it  is  well  worth  while  to  read  each  verse  carefully.  Deut. 
32:1-43. 

It  is  remarkable  that  they  sing  both  of  redemption,  in 
the  "song  of  the  Lamb,"  and  of  judgment,  in  the  "song  of 
Moses."  But  God  has  a  "remnant"  faithful  to  Him  in  every 
age,  and  it  is  to  them  that  all  the  blessings  of  restoration  are 
promised. 

The  Seven  Angels. 

Evident  in  this  sea  of  glass  is  "fire";  John  saw  the 
element  of  judgment  there.  "The  temple  of  the  tabernacle 
of  the  testimony  in  heaven  was  opened," — a  holy  place  of 
God's  testimony  of  His  heavenly  verities,  the  same  as  spoken 
of  in  ll'19a.  "And  the  temple  of  God  was  opened  in  hea- 
ven, and  there  was  seen  in  his  temple  the  ark  of  his  testa- 
ment. John  saw  this  temple  open  and  out  from  it  came 
the  seven  angels,  clothed  with  the  righteousness  of  Christ 
and  ready  for  divine  service.  They  had  with  them  the 
seven  plagues,  depicting  the  complete  wrath  of  God.  "And 
one  of  the  four  living  creatures"  (out  of  the  throne  of  God) 
"gave  unto  each  one  of  the  seven  angels  a  golden  vial  full 
of  the  wrath  of  God,"  that  is,  it  was  given  to  them  to  act 
as  the  agency  through  which  the  judgments  would  operate. 
The  living  creature  mentioned  here  is  one  of  the  all-seeing 
attributes  of  Diety  spoken  of  in  Rev.  4: 6,  probably  that  one 
representing  Omnipotence;  and  the  "Wroth"  is  that  about 
which  the  Spirit  has  warned  people  over  and  over  and  over 
again  in  His  Holy  Word.1 

"And  the  temple  was  filled  with  smoke  from  the  glory 
of  God  and  from  His  power;  and  no  man  was  able  to  enter 
into  the  temple  till  the  seven  plagues  of  the  seven  angels 

1  This  holy  picture — or  revelation — has  to  do  with  the  same  period 
and  events  as  that  shown  in  chapter  10.  There,  you  see,  we  have 
the  same  record  of  testimony  in  the  hand  of  Him  whose  right  it  is 
to  execute  judgment.  John  heard  things  awful  to  hear — "as  a  lion 
roareth" —  which  he  was  not  permitted  to  reveal.  God,  in  His  in- 
finite mercy  and  wisdom  saw  fit  to  conceal  these  great  and  terrible 
things  which  must  take  place  to  prepare  the  world  for  His  kingdom. 
See  verse  7.  "But  in  the  days  of  the  seventh  angel"  (about  whom 
we  were  reading  above),  "when  he  shall  begin  to  sound,  the  mystery 
of  God"  shall  be  finished.  (1  Cor.  2:7).  His  dealings  with  the  world 
for  this  dispensation  shall  come  to  a  close  then. 
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were  fulfilled."  So  tremendously  excessive  is  the  manifes- 
tation of  God's  glory  and  power  in  judgment,  that  approach 
to  Him  or  realization  of  Christ's  blessed  presence  will  be 
impossible  at  that  time,  until  all  these  great  cleansing  and 
transforming,  transitional  things  are  complete. 

The  Seven  Vials,  Rev.  16. 

John  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  saying  to 
the  seven  angels,  "Go  your  ways,  and  pour  out  the  vials 
of  the  wrath2  of  God  upon  the  earth."  There  was  unfolded 
a  very  graphic  panorama  of  the  tremendous,  closing  events 
of  the  "latter  days"  of  this  age.  The  agencies  of  judgment 
were  released  and  the  vision  is  now  transferred  to  the  earth. 

The  First  Vial. 

"And  the  first  angel  went  and  poured  out  his  vial  upon 
the  earth;  and  there  fell  a  noisome  and  grievous  sore  upon 
all  who  had  received  the  mark  of  the  beast  or  worshipped 
his  image."  (See  Rev.  14:9-12).  Suddenly  calamity  falls 
on  the  earth  and  those  of  the  domain  of  the  "beast"  suffer 
greatly.  A  painful,  loathsome  visitation,  a  pestilence  will 
spread  throughout  the  world  affecting  all  who  subscribe 
to  this  wicked  world  system,  and  are  not  sealed  of  God;  for 
all  others  will  worship  the  beast,  and  at  this  time  it  will  be 
more  obvious  that  there  are  only  two  masters  and  no  neutral 
ground.3 

Loud  clamorings  of  discontent  with  their  wretched  mis- 
ery will  come  out  of  this  visitation,  marked  by  confusion, 
suspicion,  and  strife.  "For  as  a  snare  shall  it  come  on  all 
them  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth."  The  words 
of  Jesus  in  Luke  21:35. 

The  Second  Vial. 

"And  the  second  angel  poured  his  vial  out  upon  the  sea; 
and  it  became  as  the  blood  of  a  dead  man:  and  every  living 
soul  died  in  the  sea." 


2  "He  that  believeth  oh  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life:  and  he  that 
belieyeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
on  him." 

3  Consider  carefully  Matt.  6:22-24,  where  Jesus  speaks  of  the  'dark- 
ness within"and   the  "two  masters." 

"The  light  of  the  body  is  the  eye:  if  therefore  thine  eye  be  single, 
thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  light.  But  if  thine  eye  be  evil,  thy 
whole  body  shall  be  full  of  darkness.  If  therefore  the  light  that  is 
in  thee  be  darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness!" 
"No  man  can  serve  two  masters:  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and 
love  the  other;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and  despise  the  other. 
Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon." 
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Taking  the  "sea"  to  mean  the  restless  people  of  all  the 
world,  this  is  interpreted  as  picturing  world-wide  revolu- 
tion, universal  blood-shed  and  death.  This  is  the  logical 
outcome  of  the  first  vial  .  "Every  living  soul  died  in  the 
sea"  refers  to  wide-spread  death  especially  among  believers. 
It  means  those  scattered  through  the  nations  who  "live  by 
faith,"  those  who  have  been  saved  by  the  "two  witnesses." 

The  Third  Vied. 

"The  third  angel  poured  his  vial  out  upon  the  foun- 
tains and  rivers  of  water;  and  they  became  blood." 

These  fountains  and  rivers  are  the  earthly  sources  and 
streams  of  religious  teaching  which  have  become  polluted, 
corrupt,  and  have  in  them  the  elements  of  hatred  and  war. 
The  whole  world  will  be  flooded  with  false  and  wicked 
teaching.  It  will  be  the  same  insidious  doctrine  of  the 
"fallen  star"  who  planted  the  seed  of  atheism  and  war.  (See 
the  3rd  trumpet,  Rev.  8:10,  11).  Eventually  this  brings  the 
two-fold  death  to  all  who  partake,  but  they  are  proclaimed 
"worthy"  of  their  punishment.  The  testimony  of  the  angel 
is  definite  and  marvelous,  "Thou  art  righteous,  O  Lord, 
which  art,  and  wast,  and  shall  be,  because  thou  hast  judged 
thus.  For  they  have  shed  the  blood  of  saints"  (these  are  the 
ones  who  martyred  Christ's  redeemed,  the  "living  souls" 
mentioned  above) ,  "and  prophets,  and  thou  hast  given  them 
blood  to  drink  (their  own  death) ;  "for  they  are  worthy" 
of  the  destruction  that  is  about  to  fall  upon  them. 

Another  voice  out  of  the  "altar"  (He  of  the  One,  Great 
Sacrifice)  responds,  "Even  so,  Lord  God  Almighty,  true  and 
righteous  are  Thy  judgments." 

The  Fourth  Viol. 

"The  fourth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  sun;  and 
power  was  given  unto  him  to  scorch  men  with  tire."  All  men 
are  made  to  feel  the  scorching  power  of  God's  wrath  as  a 
last  resort  to  bring  them  to  repentance,  but  people  so  aban- 
doned to  Evil  cannot  repent.  Their  hearts  are  full  of  evil 
and  they  refuse  to  give  Him  glory,  but  only  revile  and 
blaspheme  Him  the  more  for  what  they  have  suffered.  Con- 
stant rejecting  and  sin  hardens  the  heart  past  the  power  of 
repentance. 

There  is  evidenced  today  the  deliberate  erection  of  a 
false  thought-structure,  modernism  and  a  host  of  cults  deny- 
ing Christ  and  His  revelations.  These  are  subtle,  sinister 
and  far-reaching  in  their  influence.  This  is  a  definite  fore- 
shadowing of  what  will  be  then.  Men  and  women  in  their 
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natural  4  (or  Adamic)  selves,  will  believe  readily  the  false 
in  all  its  phases,  because  they  have  been  "blinded"  by  un- 
belief. The  reason  for  this  is  that,  somewhere  along  the 
line  of  the  false  doctrine,  their  own  selfish  desires  are  gra- 
tified, and  recognition  of  and  surrender  to  the  true  God  is 
not  required.  They  are  like  those  spoken  of  in  2  Tim.  4:3, 
4.  "For  the  time  will  come  when  they  will  not  endure  sound 
doctrine;  but  after  their  own  lusts  shall  they  heap  to  them- 
selves teachers,  having  itching  ears.  And  they  shall  turn 
away  their  ears  from  the  truth,  and  shall  be  turned  unto 
fables."  The  false  having  been  accepted  instead  of  the  true, 
they  follow  the  path  of  subversion,  perversion  and  destruc- 
tion/ instead  of  God's  righteous  path  of  honest  endeavor, 
creation  and  conservation.  The  contrast  of  the  two  paths 
is  most  amazing.  The  first  leads  through  fields  of  misery 
and  wretchedness  to  final  chaos  and  utter  defeat.  They 
have  the  spirit  to  destroy,  to  kill,  and  to  hate.  The  latter 
path  leads  by  clean  roads  though  sometimes  steep  and 
weary,  to  the  high  level  of  beauty,  peace,  honor,  achieve- 
ment, and  finally  to  a  place  of  the  full  blessing  of  God. 
These  have  the  spirit  of  love,  of  protection,  of  upbuilding 
and  of  cooperating  in  God's  plan. 

The  Fifth  Vial. 

"And  the  fifth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  seat 
of  the  beast"  (judgment  falls  upon  the  throne  of  the  anti- 
Christ)  ;  "and  his  kingdom  was  full  of  darkness  and  they 
gnawed  their  tongues  for  pain."  (Be  sure  to  read  Matt.  13: 
36-43,  22:12,  13;  24:51;  25:30,  and  Luke  13:28). 

This  tells  of  the  beginning  of  the  collapse  of  the  rule 
of  the  anti-Christ  and  his  followers.  They  are  plunged  into 
terrific  suffering,  as  the  beginning  of  their  destruction.  (See 
Isa.  28:14-19). 

Remember  that  they  were  pronounced  "worthy"  by  the 
preceding  angel,  and  God  was  declared  altogether  holy  and 
righteous  in  His  judgment.  If  only  men  and  women  every- 
where would  permit  God  to  save  them! 

4  "Now  we  have  received,  not  the  spirit  of  the  world,  but  the  spirit 
which  is  of  God;  that  we  might  know  the  things  that  are  freely 
given  to  us  of  God. 

"Which  things  also  we  speak,  not  in  the  words  which  man's  wisdom 
teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth,;  comparing  spiritual 
things  with  spiritual. 

"But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God: 
for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him:  neither  can  he  know  them,  be- 
cause they  are  spiritually  discerned."  1  Cor.  2:12-14. 
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The  Sixth  Vial. 

"And  the  sixth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  great 
river  Euphrates;  and  the  waters  thereof  were  dried,  thai 
the  way  of  the  kings  of  the  east"  (rulers  of  Asia)  "might  be 
prepared."  What  a  startling  announcement! 

The  way  is  opened  for  the  "kings  of  the  earth" — the 
rulers  of  the  world.  All  restraint  is  removed  from  the  vast, 
waiting  army  so  that  they  might  make  ready  to  march  over 
"to  the  battle  of  that  great  day  of  God  Almighty."  The 
armies  of  the  north  will  gather  here  to  march  on  Palestine. 
It  is  very  profitable  to  re-read  the  prophecies  of  the  Old 
Testament  in  the  light  of  this  scripture. 

At  this  time,  (verses  13  and  14) ,  John  saw  another 
vision,  "three  unclean  spirits."  These  are  the  same  ones 
who  had  on  the  breastplates  of  fire,  jacinth  and  brimstone 
when  the  sixth  trumpet  sounded.  In  this  vision  they  are 
pictured  as  spirits,  loathsome  "like  frogs."  They  emanate 
from  the  "dragon"  (Satan)  corresponding  to  fire;  the  beast 
(the  super-man)  corresponding  to  the  shining  "jacinth"  as 
an  imitation  of  Christ;  and  from  the  "false  prophet"  cor- 
responding to  the  brimstone  of  Hell.  They  are  from  the 
Devil,  sent  out  through  the  world-dictator  and  the  anti- 
Christ. 

They  are  the  spirits  of  devils  working  miracles,  which 
go  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  of  the  whole  world, 
to  gather  them  to  the  battle;  they  are  the  agitators  for  war. 
(See  2  Thess.  2:7-10).  These  spirits,  three  human  agencies, 
will  speak  things  vile  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  stir  up  the 
people's  hearts  with  hatred  and  gather  the  nation's  armies 
for  the  climax  of  all  wars.  "And  he  gathered  them  toget- 
her into  a  place  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  Armageddon." 
Their  power  spreads  to  all  nations,  and  later  leads  them  to 
destruction.  This  is  the  one  mention  in  the  Bible  of 
Armageddon  and  has  been  translated  "Mount  of  Slaughter." 
A  remarkable  verse  of  warning  is  injected  here,  "Behold, 
I  come  as  a  thief."  In  Matt.  24:43-44  we  read,  "But  know 
this,  that  if  the  good-man  of  the  house  had  known  in  what 
watch  the  thief  would  come,  he  would  have  watched,  and 
would  not  have  suffered  his  house  to  be  broken  up.  There- 
fore be  ye  also  ready:  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not 
the  Son  of  man  cometh."  See  also  Luke  17:24. 

"Blessed  is  he  that  watcheth  and  keepeth  his  garments" 
(of  salvation) ,  "lest  he  walk  naked"  (not  covered  by  His 
righteousness),  "and  they  see  his  shame."  (See  Rev.  3:18). 

"For  as  a  snare  shall  it  come  on  all  them  that  dwell 
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on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  Watch  ye  therefore,  and  pray 
always,  that  ye  may  be  accounted  worthy  to  escape  all  these 
things  that  shall  come  to  pass,  and  to  stand  before  the  Son 
of  man."  Luke  21:35-36.  See  Isa.  24. 

The  Seventh  Viol. 

"And  the  seventh  angel  poured  out  his  vial  into  the 
air  (the  realm  of  the  evil  one) ;  and  there  came  a  great  voice 
(of  God)  out  of  the  temple  saying,  IT  IS  DONE."5  Here 
the  climax  of  this  portrayal  is  reached.  "After  this,  Jesus 
knowing  that  all  things  were  now  accomplished,  that  the 
scripture  might  be  fulfilled,  saith,  I  thirst."  "Now  there 
was  set  a  vessel  full  of  vinegar:  and  they  filled  a  spunge 
with  vinegar,  and  put  it  upon  hyssop,  and  put  it  to  his  mouth. 
When  Jesus  therefore  had  received  the  vinegar,  he  said, 
It  is  finished;  and  he  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up  the 
ghost."  John  19:28-30. 

There  followed  "voices"  (of  command),  and  "thunders, 
and  lightnings;  and  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  such  as 
was  not  since  men  were  upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earth- 
quake, and  so  great."  Here  we  have  a  glimpse  of  what 
takes  place  at  the  seven  thunders. 

"And  the  great  city  (Jerusalem)  was  divided  into  three 
parts,  and  the  cities  of  the  nations  fell."  In  the  light  of  other 
Scripture,  this  is  shown  to  mean  physically  as  well  as  politi- 
cally and  spiritually,  and  marks  the  exact  period  of  time 
when  His  kingdom  is  ushered  in  by  tremendous  and  infinite 
change.  His  power  and  might  will  shake  the  earth  at  the 
time  of  His  coming  when  the  whole  creation  is  redeemed 
from  that  which  is  spoken  of  in  Romans  8: 22.  "For  we  know 
that  the  whole  creation  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain  to- 
gether until  now."  "Every  island  fled  away  and  the  moun- 
tains were  not  found."  This  phrase,  interpreted  politically, 
means  that  every  government,  small  and  large,  shall  fall; 
this  parallels  that  which  the  "great  stone"  of  Daniel  causes. 
It  will  be  the  final  overthrow  of  all  man-made  systems;  and 
it  could  be  no  other  way  as  light  and  darkness  cannot  dwell 
together;  neither  wickedness  and  righteousness.  God  will 
judge  the  world,  in  righteous  judgment  through  His  Son, 
that  it  might  be  made  fit  for  His  reign;  "and  He  shall  rule 
with  a  rod  of  iron." 


5  "It   is   done"    16:17. 

All  things  will  have  been  fulfilled  and  this  dispensation  reached 
its  completion.  The  last  possible  one  taken  into  the  household  of 
God;  all  the  nations  will  have  fulfilled  their  destiny  according  to 
their  own  spirit  and  the  Law  of  the  Almighty  God. 


"A  great  hail  fell  out  of  heaven"  (judgment  of  God 
destroying  evil),  "and  men  blasphemed  God  because  of  it; 
for  the  plague  thereof  was  exceeding  great."  The  great 
masses,  enemies  of  God,  having  alienated  themselves,  will 
rail  against  God  when  they  feel  His  power  in  judgment. 
Rom.  1:18-25. 

Now  occurs  the  doom  of  "Babylon,"  whom  we  will 
presently  see  to  be  the  apostate,  state-protected  church.  At 
this  time  she  "comes  in  remembrance  before  God"  and  He 
gives  "to  her  the  cup  of  the  wine  of  the  fierceness  of  his 
wrath."  (See  Rev.  3: 16) .  She  falls  by  the  judgment  of  God. 

All  this  occurs  just  before  the  visible,  bodily  return  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"The  darkness  shall  turn  to  dawning, 

And  the  dawning  to  noonday  bright, 

And  Christ's  great  Kingdom  shall  come  to  earth, 
The  Kingdom  of  love  and  light." 

Summary  of  the  Vials  and  Trumpets. 

The  two  groups,  trumpets  and  vials,  are  true  to  the  same 
order,  the  events  follow  in  the  same  logical  sequence. 

At  the  breaking  of  the  seventh  Seal  by  Christ,  at  the 
given  time,  there  is  the  sound  of  the  first  Trumpet.  This 
parallels  the  pouring  out  of  the  first  Vial,  and  constitutes 
the  beginning  of  the  first  Episode. 

1.  The  first  episode  marks  the  turning  point  in  the  rule 
of  the  anti-Christ  and  the  end  of  his  prosperity.   A  loathe- 
some  pestilence   fall  upon   all   who  have   worshipped  the 
image  of  the  world-dictator. 

2.  There  follows  revolution  in  the  nations  of  the  world 
and  wide-spread  death.     Commerce  is  destroyed.     It  is  a 
time  of  universal  persecution. 

3.  The  great  ecclesiastical  leader  of  the  state-church 
will  become  wholly  and  openly  apostate  and  preach  such 
doctrine   as  will  fill  the  hearts  of  men  with  hatred  and 
passion    for   War.      Punishment   will   soon   follow,    as   the 
fruition  of  their  own  teaching. 

4.  A  last  opportunity  is  given  men  to  repent,  but  they 
only  blaspheme  God  the  more. 

5.  God's  judgment  falls  upon  the  seat  of  power,  the 
throne  of  the  world-dictator.     His  whole  system  is  filled 
with  confusion  and  chaos.    The  collapse  of  his  entire,  wicked 
scheme  follows  universal  and  terrible  suffering. 

6.  The  great  armies  of  the  anti-Christ   (including  the 
nations  of  the  north  and  the  east  as  prophesied  elsewhere) 
will  be  released  at  the  Euphrates,  and  they  will  cross  over 
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and  start  for  Palestine.  And  all  "the  kings  of  the  world" 
will  gather  there  for  the  last  great  decisive  battle. 

7.  At  a  given  place,  the  great  plain  of  Esdraelon,  north 
of  Jerusalem,  they  will  meet  the  forces  of  God.  Then  a 
great  slaughter  takes  place.  Earthquakes  ("such  as  were 
not  since  men  were  on  the  earth")  and  the  judgments  of 
God  fall  upon  the  earth.  "And  except  that  the  Lord  had 
shortened  those  days,  no  flesh  should  be  saved;  but  for  the 
elect's  sake,  whom  he  hath  chosen,  he  hath  shortened  the 
days."  Mark  13:20. 

At  this  time  Christ  returns  to  set  up  His  kingdom!  Im- 
mediately after  the  tribulation  of  those  days  shall  the  sun 
be  darkened,  and  the  moon  shall  not  give  her  light,  and  the 
stars  shall  fall  from  heaven,  and  the  powers  of  the  heavens 
shall  be  shaken:  And  then  shall  appear  the  sign  of  the 
Son  of  man  in  heaven:  and  then  shall  all  the  tribes  of  the 
earth  mourn,  and  they  shall  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in 
the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory.  And  he 
shall  send  his  angels  with  a  great  sound  of  a  trumpet,  and 
they  shall  gather  together  his  elect  from  the  four  winds, 
from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other."  Matt.  24:29-31.  See 
also  Luke  21:20,  22,  27,  28,  34-36  and  Ezek.  36.  "And  there 
shall  be  signs  in  the  sun,  and  in  the  moon,  and  in  the  stars; 
and  upon  the  earth  distress  of  nations,  with  perplexity;  the 
sea  and  the  waves  roaring;  men's  hearts  failing  them  for 
fear,  and  for  looking  after  those  things  which  are  coming 
on  the  earth:  for  the  powers  of  heaven  shall  be  shaken.  And 
then  shall  they  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  a  cloud  with 
power  and  great  glory.  And  when  these  things  begin  to 
come  to  pass,  then  look  up,  and  lift  up  your  heads;  for  your 
redemption  draweth  nigh."6 

6  "This  know  also,  that  in  the  last  days  perilous  times  shall  come. 

"For  men  shall  be  lovers   of  their  own  selves,   covetous,  boasters, 

proud,   blasphemers,   disobedient  to   parents,   unthankful,   unholy. 

"Without  natural  affection,  trucebreakers,  false  accusers,  incontinent, 

fierce,  despisers  of  those  that  are  good, 

"Traitors,  heady,  highminded,  lovers  of  pleasures  more  than  lovers 

of  God; 

"Having  a  form  of  godliness,  but  denying  the  power  thereof:  from 

such  turn  away. 

"For  of  this  sort  are  they  which  creep  into  houses,  and  lead  captive 

silly  women  laden  with  sins,  led  away  with  divers  lusts, 

"Ever  learning,   and  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

truth. 

"Now   as   Jannes   and   Jambres   withstood  Moses,   so  do   these   also 

resist  the  truth:   men   of  corrupt  minds,   reprobate   concerning  the 

faith. 

"But  they  shall  proceed  no  further:  for  their  folly  shall  be  manifest 

unto  all  men,  as  their's  also  was."  2  Tim.  3:1-9. 
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Comparison  of  "Trumpets"  with  "Vials." 

Seven  Trumpets  Seven  Vials 

Rev.  8  and  9.  Rev.  16. 


1.  Hail  and  fire,  mingled 
with  blood,  cast  upon  the 
earth.  Great  suffering  in 
judgment  indicated.  Pros- 
perity consumed. 


2.  A  great  mountain  (a 
nation)  burning  cast  into 
the  sea  (all  the  world)  in 
judgment.  War  spreads  to 
all  other  nations — death  to 
a  "third  part".  Commerce 
greatly  effected. 


3.  The  "great  star  fell" 
and  he  made  the  "waters" 
(religious  teaching)  bitter 
and  because  of  this  "many 
men  died." 


4.  All  government, 
spiritual,  civil  and  ecclesi- 
astical, is  weakened  a  "third 
part."  An  extensive  'let- 
down". The  announcement 
of  "woe,  woe,  woe." 


5.  The  "great  star  fallen" 
is  given  the  key  to  bottom- 
less pit,  out  of  which  comes 
the  smoke  and  locusts 
bringing  wide-spread  havoc 
and  torture. 


1.  First    vial   cast   upon 
the  earth.  A  noisome,  griev- 
ous sore  fell  upon  all  who 
had  received  the  mark  of 
the  beast.     Great  suffering 
throughout  his  realm. 

2.  The    second    vial 
poured    upon    the    sea    (of 
nations),  which  all  became 
as    blood.      Revolution    in 
every    nation,    and    "every 
living  soul  died  in  the  sea" 
— universal    martyrdom    of 
believers. 

3.  Sources   and   streams 
of    religious    teaching    be- 
come   polluted,    having    in 
them  the  elements  of  hatred 
and  war,  bringing  death  to 
all  who  partake.    They  are 
proclaimed      "worthy"      of 
their  punishment. 

4.  All  men  made  to  feel 
the    "scorching"    power    of 
God,  to  bring  them  to  re- 
pentance, but  they  repent 
not.     Their  hearts  are  all 
evil  and  they  give  Him  no 
glory,  but   revile  Him  the 
more. 

5.  Fifth  vial  poured  up- 
on the  "seat  of  the  beast" 
(same  as  fallen  star),  and 
his  kingdom  is  filled  with 
darkness  —  moral  collapse 
and  spiritual  darkness,  the 
people  plunged  into  suffer- 
ing. 
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6.  A  voice  from  the  four 
horns    of    golden    altar, 
"Loose  the  four  angels,  etc." 
A  terrific   scene   of  a  vast 
hord  of  the  oncoming  army, 
from    whom    God   has    re- 
moved His  restraint.     The 
climax   of   the   Tribulation 
and  the  Armageddon. 

7.  A  great  voice  in  hea- 
ven, "The  kingdoms  of  this 
world  are  become  the  king- 
doms of  our  Lord."    A  pic- 
ture of  the  bringing  in  of 
His  Kingdom.    "Lightnings, 
voices,   thunderings,   earth- 
quake, great  hail."    At  the 
climax    of    a    terrific    con- 
flict  the   Lord   takes   com- 
mand of  His  Kingdom. 


6.  God  removes  His  re- 
straint from  the  waiting 
hords  at  the  Euphrates, 
releasing  the  vast  army. 
The  way  is  opened  into 
Palestine  to  the  great  battle 
of  Armageddon. 


7.  Seventh  vial  poured 
in  the  air,  the  realm  of  the 
evil  one.  The  voice  of  God 
"It  is  done!"  A  great  up- 
heaval follows,  physically, 
politically,  spiritually — the 
greatest  since  man  was  on 
earth.  The  battle  of  Ar- 
mageddon is  fought  and  the 
forces  of  the  anti-Christ  fall 
for  the  last  time.  The  es- 
tablishment of  His  King- 
dom follows. 


Christ's  Kingdom. 

The  nations  will  fall  when  Christ  comes  into  full  power. 
Then  His  laws  shall  be  established  and  enforced.  The  ob- 
durate, evil  ones  shall  be  cast  out,  and  Satan  shall  be  bound 
and  powerless.  People  will  have  the  choice  of  good  or  evil, 
but  evil  will  have  no  power  over  them.  His  righteousness 
and  peace  shall  fill  the  earth  and  the  "knowledge  of  God 
shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea."  Hab.  2: 14. 
Days  of  joy  and  gladness!  Every  subverting  agency  of 
destruction  will  be  permanently  expelled,  cast  out  from  the 
earth  forever.  Read  carefully  Zeph.  1:14-18. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Babylon 
Rev.  17  and  18. 

One  of  the  seven  angels  (probably  the  third  one,  who 
testifies  to  the  justice  of  God)  came  to  John  and  talked  with 
him;  and,  as  though  to  clear  the  dismay  from  his  mind  (be- 
cause of  what  had  happened  to  Babylon)  he  took  him  aside 
and  showed  him  a  detailed  picture  of  her,  portraying  the 
Divine  view  of  the  episode.  "Come  hither;  I  will  shew  unto 
thee  the  judgment"  (i.e.  the  evidence  and  the  sentence)  "of 
the  great  whore  that  sitteth  upon  many  waters:  with  whom 
the  kings  of  the  earth  have  committed  fornication,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  have  been  made  drunk  with  the 
wine  of  her  fornication."  (Compare  the  last  phrase,  "wine 
of  her  fornication,"  with  "wine  of  God's  wrath."  It  has  in 
it  the  thought  of  imbibing,  taking  into  one's  self.)  Note 
that  she  is  called  a  "whore,"  stamping  her  as  unclean,  un- 
faithful, promiscus,  vile,  fit  only  for  death  by  God's  law. 
She  "sitteth  upon  many  waters," — she  is  found  holding  sway 
among  "many  people,  multitudes,  nations  and  tongues." 
(Verse  15) .  In  this  picture  all  rulers  have  sinned  with  her 
by  contact,  and  all  inhabitants  of  the  earth  have  partaken 
of  her  sin.  Under  her  wicked  influence  they  have  been  made 
"drunk  with  her  wine,"  confused  and  debased,  and  no  longer 
able  to  control  or  decide  for  themselves,  apart  from  her. 

"So  he  carried  me  away  in  the  spirit  into  the  wilder- 
ness," continues  John.  The  wilderness  is  always  a  place  of 
special  revelation,  where  one  is  apart  from  men  and  alone 
with  God.  Here,  John  saw  a  wonderful,  symbolic  vision: 
"a  woman  sitting  upon  a  scarlet  coloured  beast,  full  of  names 
of  blasphemy,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns."  This  is 
the  same  beast  spoken  of  in  chapter  13:1-10.  who  was  "full 
of  blasphemy,  having  seven  heads  and  ten  horns"  (verse 
13) ,  who  has  his  power  from  the  dragon  (Satan) .  Scarlet 
denotes  sin  and  also  Babylon  represents  the  great  apostate 
church  of  modernist  Christendom.  Scofield  says  in  his  note 
on  Isaiah  13:1,  "in  Rev.  17,  the  reference  is  to  apostate 
Christianity  destroyed  by  the  nations."  This  false  religious 
system  will  be  under  the  protection  of  the  confederacy  of 
the  ten  kingdoms,  which  will  be  united  into  a  group  of 
seven  units.  Upon  this  power  she  rests  securely,  confident- 
ly, and  is  arrayed  as  though  divinely  appointed,  in  purple 
and  scarlet,  and  decked  with  gold  and  precious  stones  and 
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pearls.  She  is  made  to  look  elegant.  But,  be  not  deceived, 
the  cup  in  her  hand  is  "full  of  abominations  and  filthiness 
of  her  fornication: "  that  which  she  gives  people  to  drink  is 
vile  and  poisonous.  No  wonder  there  is  written  on  her  fore- 
head, "MYSTERY,  BABYLON  THE  GREAT,  THE  MOTHER 
OF  HARLOTS  AND  ABOMINATIONS  OF  THE  EARTH." 
(VERSE  5). 

John  saw  this  being  as  a  "woman",  seductive,  beguiling 
and  productive,  the  "mother  of  harlots."  From  her  comes 
many  false  beliefs  and  the  abominable  things  of  the  earth. 
Many  people  in  Christendom  are  revolted  by  out-and-out 
evil  doctrine  and  the  open  denial  of  Christ;  but  a  great  many 
others  are  betrayed  by  subtle  and  flowery,  false  teaching 
(called  by  one,  "rose-water  romanticism"),  and  their  des- 
truction is  achieved  by  it.  Having  not  the  "love  of  the 
Truth"  of  God,  they  "believe  a  lie."  See  2  Thess.  2:8-12  and 
2  Tim.  3:1-7.  No  wonder  she  is  made  to  "drink  of  the 
fierceness  of  God's  wrath.  See  16:19. 

"And  I  saw  the  woman  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the 
saints,  and  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jesus."  She 
will  cause  many  to  be  put  to  death  for  their  true  faith. 
False  religion  has  been  guilty  of  martyrs  throughout  the 
Christian  age.  Always  the  apostates  have  a  cold  and  bitter 
scorn  toward  the  faithful,  and  in  the  latter  days,  under  the 
anti-Christ,  this  attitude  will  ripen  into  a  murderous  hatred. 

As  John  looked  upon  her,  he  "wondered  with  a  great 
wonder."  Remember  that  John  was  giving  his  life  to  pre- 
paring the  Bride,  and  here  he  was  confronted  with  the 
"whore".  Perceiving  his  dismay,  the  angel  said  to  him, 
"Wherefore  didst  thou  marvel?  I  will  tell  thee  the  mystery 
of  the  woman,  and  of  the  beast  that  carrieth  her.  The 
beast  that  thou  sawest  was  and  is  not"  (projected  into  the 
future,  after  these  things  take  place) ;  "and  shall  ascend 
out  of  the  bottomless  pit  and  go  into  perdition;  and  they 
that  dwell  on  the  earth  shall  wonder,  whose  names  were 
not  written  in  the  book  of  life1  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  when  they  behold  the  beast  that  was,  and  is  not,  and 
yet  is"  (he  has  been  but  is  no  more,  yet  he  is  an  eternal  fact) . 

Those  not  having  the  "eternal  life,"  and  therefore  no 
spiritual  insight  (1  Cor.  2:7'16)  as  to  his  real  nature,  shall 
be  filled  with  mystified  and  admiring  wonder  when  this 
"beast"  shall  appear  (he,  who  in  reality  comes  from  the 
bottom-less  abyss).  But  as  surely  as  he  "ascends"  to  accom- 
plish all  his  vast  deviltry,  so  also  shall  he  go  into  perdition. 

'  "Because  straight  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way  which  leadeth 
unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it."  Matt.  7:14. 
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"And  here  is  the  mind  which  hath  wisdom."  (17:9). 
The  mind  which  hath  wisdom  from  God  will  be  centered 
upon  these  things  (at  the  time  of  their  fulfillment)  and 
open  to  the  revealing  of  the  Spirit. 

The  angel  proceeded  to  give  John  the  key  to  this  mar- 
velous vision.  (17:9-13).  The  seven  heads  (of  the  beast) 
are  seven  mountains  (governments)  over  which  there  are 
seven  kings.  Note  the  number,  7.  Here  we  have  a  complete 
combine  of  evil  in  the  consolidation  of  ten  kingdoms  (ten 
horns)  into  the  seven  units  of  the  whole;  it  is  the  same  con- 
fereracy  spoken  of  before.  They  will  reign ,  jubilantly, 
victoriously,  for  a  short  time;  "one  hour,"  says  the  Book. 
Under  the  Satanic  power  and  influence  they  all  come  into 
one  system  of  thought,  and  give  their  full  support  to  the 
anti-Christ.  "These  have  one  mind,  and  shall  give  their 
power  and  strength  unto  the  beast."  (It  is  evidenced 
throughout  the  world  that  that  "mind"  is  shaping  now). 
Inflated  with  vanity  and  egotism  and  wicked  defiance, 
"these  shall  make  war  with  the  Lamb"  (at  Armageddon), 
"and  the  Lamb  shall  overcome  them."  Calm,  simple  words, 
but,  oh,  how  confident  and  re-assuring!  An  incontrovertible 
and  immovable  fact — for  "He  is  the  Lord  of  lords  and  King 
of  Kings!"  With  Him  are  great  multitudes,  victorious  and 
joyful  forever.  Notice  that  these  are  described  as  "called 
and  chosen  and  faithful."  Deep  spiritual  truths  lie  in  these 
words,  "Many  are  called,  few  chosen,"  was  Jesus'  warning 
(Matt.  20:16  and  22:14).  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death." 
(Rev.  2:10).  Let  us  pray  that  we  "make  our  calling  sure" 
and  are  both  chosen  and  faithful  and  able  to  stand  with  the 
Lord  of  lords  at  His  return. 

"The  waters"  (see  Rev.  17:1  and  13:1,  also  Dan.  7:2, 
Psa.  2:1)  "which  thou  sawest,  where  the  whore  sitteth,  are 
peoples,  multitudes  of  them,  nations  and  tongues."  These 
are  they  over  whom  she  holds  sway.  This  "Babylon"  is  the 
united  and  apostate  church  of  Christendom,  both  Catholic 
and  Protestant  which  will  enter  into  a  covenant  with  the 
anti-Christ,  who  will  for  a  time  uphold  (carry)  her,  and 
she  will  become  a  State-church  and  truly  "Babylon"  in  the 
sight  of  God.  Already  we  have  the  nuclei  for  this  in  the 
"Friends  of  the  Soviets"  and  many  cults.  The  modernist 
churches  are  "denying  the  Lord  who  bought  them." 

So  long  as  she  serves  the  purpose  of  the  forces  of  the 
anti-Christ,  they  will  uphold  her  before  the  world,  but 
secretly  they  have  for  her  the  utmost  contempt  and  "hate 
the  whore,  and  shall  eat  her  flesh,  and  burn  her  with  fire," 
when  they  no  longer  have  need  of  her.  The  anti-Christ  will 
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turn  on  the  false  church  and  confiscate  her  holdings,  expose 
her  deceptions,  destroy  her  body  and  execute  judgment 
upon  her. 

It  is  the  will  of  God  that  she  be  destroyed,  and  that 
these  nations  agree  and  unite  in  the  consummation  of  evil 
(see  17: 17)  that  the  "words  of  God  be  fulfilled,"  that  Evil 
be  banished  from  the  earth  and  Eternal  Righteousness  en- 
throned.2 

Take  heart,  dear  Christian,  no  matter  how  black  the 
night  becomes,  know  that  soon  Christ  will  rule  and  the 
anti-Christ  will  be  gone  forever.  Bearing  out  the  rule 
that  it  is  always  darkest  before  dawn,  we  are  shown  plainly 
that  evil  will  increase  rapidly,  heading  up  in  the  final, 
great  conflict  which,  because  of  the  actual  coming  of  Christ, 
will  be  followed  immediately  by  the  anciently-promised 
Day  of  Righteousness  and  Peace.  We  have  the  highest  and 
most  optimistic  view  of  the  future;  spiritually  envisioned, 
we  look  forward  to  that  soon-coming  day  when  "the  know- 
ledge of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  fill  the  earth  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea."  Habakkuk  2:14  and  Isaiah  11:9. 

Let  us  pray  earnestly  that  we  be  not  deceived  by  the 
false  teachers  of  this  day. 

Rev.  18. 

A  different  angel  unfurls  this  great  picture  of  the  same 
spectacle.  It  is  a  fuller  one,  giving  much  more  detail.  This 
angel  was  one  of  "great  authority"  and  power,  and  John 
saw  that  the  "earth  was  lightened  with  his  glory."  He  is 
a  close  representative  of  Christ,  sent  to  John  to  further 
reveal  Babylon  in  the  light  of  Christ's  revelation.  And  he 
cried  mightily  with  a  strong  voice,  saying,  "Babylon  the 
great  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  and  is  become  the  habitation  of 
devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul  spirit,  and  a  cage  of  every 
unclean  and  hateful  bird."  It  is  the  inevitable  outcome  of 
the  Apostate  church,  by  Divine  law.3 

2  Verse    18-Babylon,   "that  great  city,"   figuratively  represents  that 
great  spiritual  body  of  Evil  as  "Jerusalem"  is  used  figuratively  to 
represent  the  spiritual  body  in  Christ. 

3  "In  the  Revelation  both  the  symbolical-political  and  symbolical  - 
religious  Babylon  are  in  view,  for  there  both  are  alike  under  the 
tyranny  of  the  Beast.     Religious  Babylon  is  destroyed  by  political 
Babylon  (Rev.  17:16);  political  Babylon  by  the  appearing  of  the  Lord 
(Rev.  19:19-21).     That  Babylon  the  city  is  not  to  be  rebuilt  is  clear 
from   Isa.    13:19-22;   Jer.   51:24-26,   62-64.     By  political   Babylon   is 
meant  the  Gentile  world-system.     (See  "World,"  John  7:7;  Rev.  13:8). 
It  may  be  added  that,  in  Scripture  symbolism,  Egypt  stands  for  the 
world  as  such;  Babylon  for  the  world  of  corrupt  power  and  corrupted 
religion;  Nineveh  for  the  pride,  the  haughty  glory  of  the  world." 
Scofield. 
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The  voice  of  Christ  (same  as  16:7)  came  from  heaven 
saying,  "Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers 
of  her  sins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues."  This 
is  the  call  of  Christ  to  every  true-hearted  soul  to  separate 
himself  from  the  false  church,  and  is  to  be  reverently  re- 
garded as  a  sacred  command  and  a  blessed  warning. 
"Plagues"  and  retribution  for  sin  shall  fall  upon  all  who 
remain  within  the  apostate  church,  "for  her  sins  have 
reached  unto  heaven,  and  God  hath  remembered  her  iniqui- 
ties." And  God's  will  for  her  (as  expressed  to  Christ)  is 
that  the  punishment  be  doubled — "render  to  her  as  she  has 
rendered  to  you  and  double  unto  her  double  according  to 
her  works:  in  the  cup  which  she  hath  filled,  fill  to  her 
double."4  "For  all  nations  have  drunk  of  the  wine  of  the 
wrath  of  her  fornicaation,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  hath 
committed  fornication  with  her,  and  the  merchants  of  the 
earth  are  waxed  rich  through  the  abundance  of  her  deli- 
cacies." "How  much  she  hath  glorified  herself  and  lived 
deliciously,  so  much  torment  and  sorrow  give  her"  (as  the 
measure  of  her  wicked  self-indulgence,  so  shall  be  her 
punishment) :  "for  she  saith  in  her  heart,  I  am  a  queen  and 
am  no  widow."  (She  exalts  herself  as  supreme  and  boasts 
that  she  has  not  lost  the  bridegroom,  Christ) .  She  optimis- 
tically declares  to  everyone  that  she  "shall  see  no  sorrow." 
"Therefore",  saith  the  Spirit,  "shall  her  plagues  come  in 
one  day"  (suddenly,  at  a  certain  time,  see  verse  17),  "death, 
and  mourning  and  famine:  and  she  shall  be  utterly  burned 
with  fire:  for  strong  is  the  Lord  God  who  judgeth  her." 

Awful  is  her  fate,  but  not  more  so  than  the  degrada- 
tion for  which  she  is  responsible.  Let  us  take  heed  to 
Christ's  warning  in  verse  4. 

The  human  view  of  Babylon.  Rev.  18:9  to  19.  (Review 
Rev.  17:1-7). 


4  "Behold,  a  whirlwind  of  the  Lord  is  gone  forth  in  fury,  even  a 
grievous  whirlwind:  it  shall  fall  grievously  upon  the  head  of  the 
wicked.  Jer.  23:19. 

"For,  behold,  the  Lord  will  come  with  fire,  and  with  his  chariots 
like  a  whirlwind,  to  render  his  anger  with  fury,  and  his  rebuke 
with  flames  of  fire. 

"For  by  fire  and  by  his  sword  will  the  Lord  plead  with  all  flesh: 
and  the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  many. 

"They  that  sanctify  themselves,  and  purify  themselves  in  the  gardens 
behind  one  tree  in  the  midst,  eating  swine's  flesh,  and  the  abom- 
ination, and  the  mouse,  shall  be  consumed  together,  saith  the  Lord. 
"For  I  know  their  works  and  their  thoughts:  it  shall  come,  that  I  will 
gather  all  nations  and  tongues;  and  they  shall  come,  and  see  my 
glory."  Isa.  66:15-18. 
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Humanly  viewed,  she  will  be  mourned  for.  Her  down- 
fall will  materially  affect  the  world  to  a  very  great  extent. 
The  very  rulers  of  the  earth,  "who  have  committed  forni- 
cation and  lived  deliciously  with  her,  shall  bewail  her,  and 
lament  for  her,  when  they  shall  see  the  smoke  of  her  burn- 
ing." These  are  those  wicked  ones  who  have  revelled  in  the 
enjoyment  of  her  false  and  vile  doctrines,  and  prospered 
through  her  vile  influences;  they  have  nothing  to  take  her 
place.  Cowardly,  they  "stand  afar  off"  and  have  not  the 
courage  to  stand  with  her  in  her  torment,  but  hold  aloof 
bewailing,  "Alas!  alas,  that  great  city,  Babylon,  that  mighty 
city!  In  one  hour  is  thy  judgment  come."  Swift  and  terrible 
will  be  her  collapse,  (see  verses  8,  10,  19),  "for  strong  is 
the  Lord  God  who  judgeth  her." 

The  merchants  of  that  day,  who  were  made  rich  by  her, 
shall  weep  and  mourn  over  her.  Because  of  her  lost  spirit- 
ual value?  No.  They  see  in  her  downfall  tremendous  finan- 
cial loss,  "for  no  man  buyeth  their  merchandise  any  more." 
While  she  flourishes,  she  will  buy  for  herself  extensively 
and,  by  her  doctrine  of  materialism,  will  cause  men  to  seek 
these  things  of  the  world.  For  the  list  of  these  things  read 
verses  12  and  13  of  Chapter  18,  and  you  will  notice  that  the 
last  "merchandise"  listed  is  "the  souls  of  men!"  A  traf- 
ficker in  souls!  For  this  will  she  be  judged  and  destroyed.5 

Like  the  rulers,  these  merchants,  too,  "stand  afar  off 
because  of  the  fear  of  her  torment,  weeping  and  wailing, 
"Alas,  alas,  that  great  city,  that  was  clothed  in  fine  linen 
and  purple  and  scarlet,  and  decked  with  gold  and  precious 
stones  and  pearls!"  A  fine  customer  gone!  They  are  aghast 
and  dismayed  that  "in  one  hour  so  great  riches  is  come  to 
nought,"  for  before  the  world  she  is  rich,  powerful,  sue" 
cessful  in  every  way. 

"And  every  ship-master,"  etc.,  meaning  all  who  had  to 
do  with  this  commerce,  also  stand  afar  off  "and  watch  her 
burning,"  appalled  at  the  collapse  of  so  great  an  institu- 
tion. "What  city  is  like  unto  this  great  city?"  Well  they 
know  the  calamity  to  the  general  prosperity,  and  cry,  "Alas, 
alas  that  great  city,  wherein  were  made  rich  all  that  had 
ships  in  the  sea  by  reason  of  her  costliness!  for  in  one  hour 
is  she  made  desolate."  All  the  same  idea. 

The  Angelic  View  of  Babylon. 

However,  in  heaven,  she  is  viewed  very  differently  and 


5  Both  interesting  and  profitable  to  notice  that  most  of  the  list  had 
to  do  with  the  sacred  Temple  of  Israel.     All  typical. 
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there  is  great  rejoicing  at  her  destruction,  for  "by  her  sor- 
ceries were  all  nations  deceived/'  and  "in  her  was  the  blood 
of  the  prophets."  (She  will  cause  prophets  to  be  put  to 
death) . 

The  Spirit  cries,  "Rejoice  over  her,  thou  heaven,  and 
ye  holy  apostles  and  prophets;  for  God  hath  avenged  you 
on  her." 

Sudden  and  violent  is  her  end,  the  picture  of  which 
John  gives  us.  "And  a  mighty  angel  took  up  a  stone  like  a 
great  millstone,  and  cast  it  into  the  sea,  saying,  'Thus  with 
violence  shall  that  great  city  Babylon  be  thrown  down, 
and  shall  be  found  no  more  at  all.'  And  the  voice  of  harpers, 
and  musicians,  and  of  pipers,  and  trumpeters,  shall  be  heard 
no  more  at  all  in  thee:  and  no  craftsman,  of  whatsoever 
craft  he  be,  shall  be  found  any  more  in  thee;  and  the  sound 
of  a  millstone  shall  be  heard  no  more  at  all  in  thee;  and 
the  light  of  a  candle  shall  shine  no  more  at  all  in  thee;  and 
the  voice  of  the  bridegroom  and  of  the  bride  shall  be  heard 
no  more  at  all  in  thee;  for  thy  merchants  were  the  great 
men  of  the  earth;  for  by  thy  sorceries  were  all  nations  de- 
ceived. And  in  her  was  found  the  blood  of  prophets,  and 
of  saints,  and  of  all  that  were  slain  upon  the  earth."  Surely 
this  is  warning  enough  that  we  be  not  deceived  by  her. 

All  this  takes  place  at  the  period  of  the  "seventh  vial," 
(and  the  seventh  trumpet).  You  remember  that  it  was  at 
that  time  that  God  declared,  "It  is  done,"  and  proclaimed 
the  downfall  of  Babylon.6 


6  Read  19:1-6.  Alleluia  means  "Praise  to  Jehovah"  or  "Praise  ye 
the  Lord."  Four  Hallelujahs  are  found  in  this  portion — see  in  what 
connection. 
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CHAPTER  XI 

The  Bride  Supercedes  Babylon. 
Rev.  19. 

The  false  one,  the  "mother  of  harlots",  is  gone,  preparations 
are  complete  for  the  immediate  "marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb." 
when  He  shall  complete  His  union  with  the  true  church. 

Verse  7.  "Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice  and  give  honour 
to  him:  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come  and  His  wife 
hath  made  herself  ready.  And  to  her  was  granted  that  she 
be  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean  and  white:  for  the  fine 
linen  is  the  righteousness  of  saints"  (which  they  acquire 
through  Christ  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  Father) .  The  "bride" 
of  Matt.  25  has  become  the  wife. 

And  the  angel  (the  same  as  in  Chapter  18)  turned  to 
John  and  said,  "Write — Blessed  are  they  which  are  called 
unto  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb."  Read  the  parable  of  Jesus 
in  Matt.  25:1-13.  See  also  Matt.  13:24-30,  36-43. 

John  fell  at  his  feet  to  worship  him,  whereupon  he  was 
stopped  and  told,  "See  thou  do  it  not.  I  am  thy  fellow- 
servant,  and  of  thy  brethren  that  have  the  testimony  of 
Jesus"  (one  of  the  redeemed  ones) .  "Worship  God:  for  the 
testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of  prophecy."1 

You  will  notice  that  in  the  foregoing,  the  pictures  (like 
cinema  reels)  are  given  in  the  order  in  which  they  come, 
according  to  other  Scriptures:  first,  the  fall  of  the  false 
church  (at  the  seventh  vial) ;  second,  the  assembling  of  all 
of  Christ's  redeemed  to  Himself;  third;  His  actual  return 
to  the  earth  with  them  to  establishe  His  millenial  reign. 

Another  Aspect  of  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ  in  Glory. 

Rev.  19:11-16. 

Scofield  says  of  this  picture,  "The  vision  is  of  the  de- 
parture from  heaven  of  Christ  and  the  saints  and  angels, 
preparatory  to  the  catastrophe  in  which  Gentile  world- 
power,  headed  up  in  the  Beast,  is  smitten  by  the  stone  cut 
out  without  hands."2 


1  Consider  carefully  Eph.   1  and  1  Peter  1. 


2  "And  whosoever  shall  fall  on  this  stone  shall  be  broken:  but  on 
whomsoever  it  shall  fall,  it  will  grind  him  to  powder. 
"And  when  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees  had  heard  his  parables, 
they  perceived  that  he  spake  of  them. 
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"And  I  saw  heaven  opened,  and  behold  a  white  horse, 
and  He  that  sat  upon  him  was  called  Faithful  and  True.3 
This  is  a  picture  of  the  actual  return  of  our  glorious  and 
marvelous  Saviour!  "And  in  righteousness  doth  he  judge 
and  make  war."  How  beyond  measure  should  be  our  thanks 
to  our  holy  God!  (Acts.  17:31). 

"He  hath  on  his  vesture  (His  royal  robes)  and  on  his 
thigh  a  name  written,  'KING  OF  KINGS,  AND  LORD  OF 
LORDS'."  It  leaves  us  with  no  doubt  as  to  His  identity. 
What  a  glorious  hope  and  promise  for  all  the  world.  In 
verses  12  to  15,  John  gives  a  clear  description  of  His  char- 
acter and  the  nature  of  His  coming.  In  verse  13  we  read 
"His  name  is  called  The  Word  of  God."4  Read  carefully 
and  prayerfully.  5 

"But  when  they  sought  to  lay  hands  on  him,  they  feared  the  multi- 
tude, because  they  took  him  for  a  prophet."     Matt.  21:44-46. 
"Thou  sawest  till  that  a  stone  was  cut  out  without  hands,  which  smote 
the  image  upon  his  feet  that  were  of  iron  and  clay,  and  brake  them 
to  pieces. 

"Then  was  the  iron,  the  clay,  the  brass,  the  silver,  and  the  gold, 
broken  to  pieces  together,  and  became  like  the  chaff  of  the  summer 
threshingfloors;  and  the  wind  carried  them  away,  that  no  place  was 
found  for  them:  and  the  stone  that  smote  the  image  became  a  great 
mountain,  and  filled  the  whole  earth. 

"This  is  the  dream;  and  we  will  tell  the  interpretation  thereof 
before  the  king. 

"And  in  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the  God  of  heaven  set  up  a 
kingdom,  which  shall  never  be  destroyed:  and  the  kingdom  shall 
not  be  left  to  other  people,  but  it  shall  break  in  pieces  and  consume 
all  these  kingdoms,  and  it  shall  stand  for  ever. 

"Forasmuch  as  thou  sawest  that  the  stone  was  cut  out  of  the  moun- 
tain without  hands,  and  that  it  brake  in  pieces  the  iron,  the  brass, 
the  clay,  the  silver,  and  the  gold;  the  great  God  hath  made  known 
to  the  king  what  shall  come  to  pass  hereafter:  and  the  dream  is 
certain,  and  the  interpretation  thereof  sure."  Dan.  2:34-36,  44-45. 


3  Contrast  this  figure  with  the  counterfeit  in  Rev.  6:2:     "And  I  saw, 
and  behold  a  white  horse:  and  he  that  sat  on  him  had  a  bow;  and  a 
crown  was  given  unto  him:  and  he  went  forth  conquering,  and  to 
conquer."     Also  see  John  9:35-39. 

4  "In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
the  Word  was  God. 

"The  same  was  in  the  beginning  with  God. 

"All  things  were  made  by  him;  and  without  him  was  not  anything 

made  that  was  made. 

"In  him  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men. 

"And  the  light  shineth  in  darkness;  and  the  darkness  comprehended 

it  not."     John  1:1-5. 


5  See  Matt.   25:31-34. 
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Compare  this  description  with  that  Rev.  1:14-16.  Here 
again  His  eyes  are  "as  a  flame  of  fire,"  but  on  His  head  are 
many  crowns,  the  Supreme  Ruler  in  all  things.  "A  name 
written  that  no  man  knew  but  He  Himself," — there  will 
still  be  about  Him  the  mystery  of  the  Infinite  which  no 
finite  mind  can  fully  comprehend.  But  His  name  is  called 
"The  Word  of  God."  "His  vesture  is  dipped  in  blood."  He 
was  thus  pictured  in  Isaiah  63:1-6.  "The  armies  in  heaven" 
(all  His  redeemed  ones,  the  "saints  of  the  Most  High.") 
"followed  Him  upon  white  horses"  (thy  return  with  Him  also 
as  reigning)  "clothed  in  fine  linen,  white  and  clean"  (clothed 
upon  with  the  righteousnress  of  Christ  Jesus).  Through 
His  Divine  power,  they  are  transformed  by  the  completion 
of  their  redemption  to  which  they  have  been  previously 
"sealed."6 

Immediately  upon  His  return,  He  will  "smite  the  na- 
tions" with  His  true  word  of  justice,7  ruling  them  "with  a  rod 

6  "In  whom  also  we  have  obtained  an  inheritance,  being  predestin- 
ated according  to  the  purpose  of  him  who  worketh  all  things  after 
the  counsel  of  his  own  will: 

"That  we  should  be  to  the  praise  of  his  glory,  who  first  trusted  in 
Christ. 

"In  whom  ye  also  trusted,  after  that  ye  heard  the  word  of  truth, 
the  gospel  of  your  salvation:  in  whom  also  after  that  ye  believed, 
ye  were  sealed  with  that  holy  Spirit  of  promise, 
"Which  is  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance  until  the  redemption  of  the 
purchased  possession,  unto  the  praise  of  his  glory."  Eph.  1:11-14. 
The  "earnest"  (in  verse  14)  is  that  blessing  which  we  receive  of 
God  at  the  time  of  conversion  and  afterward;  not  the  fulness,  but 
a  sample  as  an  indication  of  what  will  follow  at  the  time  that  He 
returns,  sets  up  His  Kingdom  and  finishes  or  completes  our  re- 
demption. 

"And  grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye   are  sealed 
unto  the  day  of  redemption."    Eph.  4:30. 
Consider  carefully  Eph.  chapters  2  to  4. 
See  Phil.  3:20,  21  and  2  Cor.  1:21,  22  and  1  John  3:2  and  2:27,  28. 


7  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  that  the  mountain  of 

the  Lord's  house  shall  be  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains, 

and  shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills;  and  all  nations  shall  flow  unto 

it. 

"And  many  people  shall  go  and  say,  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to 

the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob;  and 

he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths:  for  out 

of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  law,  and  the 

word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem. 

"And  he   shall  judge   among  the  nations,   and  shall  rebuke  many 

people:  and  they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their 

spears   into   pruninghooks:   nation   shall  not  lift  up   sword   against 

nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more. 

"O  house  of  Jacob,  come  ye,  and  let  us  walk  in  the  light  of  the 

Lord."     Isa.  2:2-5. 

See  2  Peter  3:9. 
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of  iron."  By  His  great  power,  will  He  "tread  the  winepress 
of  the  fierceness  of  God's  wrath."8  He,  Himself,  will  execute 
God's  judgments  upon  the  wicked  hords  of  the  anti-Christ. 
"And  the  beast  was  taken,  and  with  him  the  false  prophet 
that  wrought  miracles  before  him,  with  which  he  deceived 
them  that  had  received  the  mark  of  the  beast,  and  them  that 
worshipped  his  image.  These  both  were  cast  alive  into  a 
lake  of  fire  burning  with  brimstone."  It  will  be  a  great 
day  of  harvesting  and  cleansing;  Christ  Jesus  shall  "purge 
His  floor."  "Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will  thorough- 
ly purge  his  floor,  and  gather  his  wheat  into  the  garner;  but 
he  will  burn  up  the  chaff  with  unquenchable  fire."  Paul, 
who  had  had  his  direct  revelation  from  Christ,  plainly 
taught  that  this  must  be,  when  he  spoke  in  Antioch  saying 
that  "we  must  through  much  tribulation  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  God."  Acts  14:22.  It  must  be  by  God's  way;  there 
is  no  other  way  to  bring  the  world  to  rights.  "I  am  the  Way, 
the  Truth,  and  the  Life." 

At  this  period  will  take  place  the  great  battle  of  Ar- 
mageddon, when  War  shall  reach  its  final  climax.  John 
writes,  "And  I  saw  the  beast  and  the  kings  of  the  earth/' 
(the  great  dictator  and  all  the  other  rulers)  "and  their 
armies  gathered  together  to  make  war  against  His  army." 
The  great  slaughter,  such  as  the  earth  has  never  seen,  shall 
occur.9 

"When  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him.  And  the 
Redeemer  shall  come  to  Zion,  and  unto  them  that  turn  from 
transgression  in  Jacob,  saith  the  Lord"  (Isa.  59:20-21).  This 
is  the  faithful  remnant,  to  whom  all  the  promises  will  be 
fulfilled.  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  in  all  the  land, 
saith  the  Lord,  two  parts  therein  shall  be  cut  off  and  die; 
but  the  third  shall  be  left  therein."  "And  I  will  bring  the 
third  part  through  the  fire,  and  will  refine  them  as  silver 

8  "Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from 
Bozrah?  this  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the  great- 
ness of  his  strength?  I  that  speak  in  righteousness,  mighty  to  save. 
"Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel,  and  thy  garments  like 
him  that  treadeth  in  the  winefat? 

"I  have  trodden  the  winepress  alone;  and  of  the  people  there  was 
none  with  me:  for  I  will  tread  them  in  mine  anger,  and  trample  them 
in  my  fury;  and  their  blood  shall  be  sprinkled  upon  my  garments, 
and  I  will  stain  all  my  rainment. 

"For  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year  of  my 
redeemed  is  come."  Isa.  63:1-4. 


9  Triumph  of  the  kingdom  age,  Isa.  25.     A  careful  reading  of  Isa. 
32  to  36  will  more  than  repay  the  reader. 
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is  refined,  and  will  try  them  as  gold  is  tried:  they  shall  call 
on  my  name,  and  I  will  hear  them:  I  will  say,  It  is  my 
people:  and  they  shall  say,  The  Lord  is  my  God."  Zech. 
13:8,  9.  See  also  Deut.  30. 

"When  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  His  glory,  and  all 
the  holy  Angels  with  Him,  then  shall  He  sit  upon  the  throne 
of  his  glory:  And  before  Him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations: 
and  He  shall  separate  them  one  from  another,  as  a  shepherd 
divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats:  and  He  shall  set  the 
sheep  on  his  right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  the  left.  Then 
shall  the  King  say  unto  them  on  his  right  hand,  Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  (Matt.  25:31-34). 

"Behold,  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thousands  of  His 
saints,  to  execute  judgment  upon  all  and  to  convince  (or 
convict)  all  that  are  ungodly  among  them  of  all  their  un- 
godly deeds  which  they  have  ungodly  committed,  and  of  all 
their  hard  speeches  which  ungodly  sinners  have  spoken 
against  Him."  (Jude  14-15). I0  The  Lord  of  lords  shall 
completely  overthrow  the  evil  host,  and  the  leaders  (the 
beast  and  the  false  prophet)  shall  be  cast  out  of  the  earth 
and  into  eternal  punishment.  "When  the  wicked  spring  as 
the  grass  and  when  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  do  flourish; 
it  is  that  they  shall  be  destroyed  for  ever."  Psa.  92:7.  It 
is  far  beyond  human  ken  to  measure  the  sin,  sorrow,  and 
suffering  of  which  they  have  been  the  cause.  All  who 
"cause  stumbling  and  do  iniquity"  must  be  cast  out  in  es- 
tablishing the  perfect  rule  of  Christ.  "The  Son  of  man  shall 
send  forth  his  angels,  and  they  shall  gather  out  of  his  king- 
dom all  things  that  offend,  and  them  which  do  iniquity;  and 
shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire;  there  shall  be  wailing 

1  o  "These  things  said  Esaias,  when  he  saw  his  glory,  and  spake  of 

him, 

"Nevertheless  among  the  chief  rulers  also  many  believed  on  him; 

but  because  of  the  Pharisees  they  did  not  confess  him,   lest  they 

should  be  put  out  of  the  synagogue: 

"For  they  loved  the  praise  of  men  more  than  the  praise  of  God. 

"Jesus  cried  and  said,  He  that  believeth  on  me,  believeth  not  on  me, 

but  on  him  that  sent  me. 

"And  he  that  seeth  me  seeth  him  that  sent  me. 

"I  am  come  a  light  into  the  world,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  me 

should  not  abide  in  darkness. 

"And  if  any  man  hear  my  words,  and  believe  not,  I  judge  him  not: 

for  I  came  not  to  judge  the  world,  but  to  save  the  world. 

"He  that  rejecteth  me,  and  receiveth  not  my  words,  hath  one  that 

judgeth  him:  the  word  that  I  have  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge 

him  in  the  last  day."     John  12:41-48. 
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and  gnashing  of  teeth."  (Matt.  13:41-42).  "And  the  rem- 
nant (remainder  of  the  Beast's  forces  after  the  great  battle) 
shall  be  slain  by  the  decree  of  the  King  of  kings."  (verse  21) . 
All  deception,  cruelty  and  strife  will  be  at  an  end  for  a 
thousand  years. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
The  Kingdom  Established. 

Rev.  20-22. 
Satan  Bound  for  1000  Years.    Rev.  20:1-3. 

At  this  time  the  Evil  One  is  stripped  of  his  power  to 
deceive  the  nations.  John  saw  this  pictured  as  an  angel 
coming  from  heaven,  with  a  "key  to  the  pit  and  a  great 
chain"  in  his  hand,  with  which  he  bound  Satan,  the  Devil, 
and  cast  him  into  the  pit  and  set  a  seal  upon  him.  By  Divine 
decree  and  power,  Satan  is  removed  from  the  earth,  and 
mankind  is  saved  from  the  presence  of  evil. 

"How  art  thou  fallen  from  heaven,  O  Lucifer,  son  of  the 
morning! — How  art  thou  cut  down  to  the  ground,  which 
didst  weaken  the  nations!  For  thou  hast  said  in  thine  heart, 
I  will  ascend  into  heaven,  I  will  exalt  my  throne  above  the 
stars  of  God:  I  will  sit  also  upon  the  mount  of  the  congre- 
gation, in  the  sides  of  the  north:  I  will  ascend  above  the 
heights  of  the  clouds;  I  will  be  like  the  most  High.1  Yet 
thou  shalt  be  brought  down  to  hell,  to  the  sides  of  the  pit. 
They  that  see  thee  shall  narrowly  look  upon  thee,  saying, 
Is  this  the  man  that  made  the  earth  to  tremble,  that  did  shake 
kingdoms;  that  made  the  world  as  a  wilderness,  and  destroyed 
the  cities  thereof;  that  opened  not  the  house  of  his  prisoners? 
All  the  kings  of  the  nations,  even  all  of  them,  lie  in  glory, 
every  one  in  his  own  house.  But  thou  art  cast  out  of  thy 
grave  like  an  abominable  branch,  and  as  the  raiment  of 
those  that  are  slain,  thrust  through  with  a  sword,  that  go 
down  to  the  stones  of  the  pit;  as  a  carcase  trodden  under 
feet.  Thou  shalt  not  be  joined  with  them  in  burial,  because 
thou  hast  destroyed  thy  land,  and  slain  thy  people:  the 
seed  of  evildoers  shall  never  be  renowned.  Prepare  slaughter 
for  his  children  for  the  iniquity  of  their  fathers;  that  they 
do  not  rise,  nor  possess  the  land,  nor  fill  the  face  of  the 
world  with  cities."  Isa.  14:12-21. 

How  glorious  it  is  to  know  that  at  some  time  there  is 
an  absolute  end  of  evil,  and  therefore  of  all  sorrow! 

"The  hope  of  coming  peace,  of  the  day  of  universal 
brotherhood,  of  a  time  when  evil  shall  be  chained,  is  so 


1  Consider  the  blasphemous  boasts  of  the  atheistic  Soviets. 
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strong,  so  persistent  and  so  universal,  that  it  may  be  called 
the  paramount  hope  of  the  race.  —  Such  a  day  will  surely 
come.  —  Not  only  will  His  laws  and  ideals  be  offered  to  man 
but  they  will  be  enforced." — Hagin  in  "His  Appearing  and 
His  Kingdom." 

It  might  be  well  to  pause  here  and  consider  the  great- 
ness of  God  as  it  is  written  in  Isa.  40:6  to  41:29. 

The  First  and  Second  Resurrections.    Rev.  20:4-6. 

In  connection  with  this  portion  it  is  very  interesting 
to  read  Isa.  24  through  27. 

"And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  shall 
punish  the  host  of  the  high  ones  that  are  on  high,  and  the 
kings  of  the  earth  upon  the  earth.  And  they  shall  be 
gathered  together,  as  prisoners  are  gathered  in  the  pit,  and 
shall  be  shut  up  in  the  prison,  and  after  many  days  shall 
they  be  visited."  (Isa.  24:21-22). 

The  "dead  in  Christ"  were  raised  at  the  time  of  the 
translation;  (see  1  Thess.  4:13-18)  but  when  Christ  sets  up 
His  throne,  those  "that  were  beheaded  for  the  witness  of 
Jesus,  and  for  the  word  of  God,  and  which  had  not  wor- 
shipped the  beast"  (those  Christians  put  to  death  under  the 
anti-Christ)  are  to  be  resurrected  also.  "And  they  shall 
live  and  reign  with  Christ  a  thousand  years."  These  two 
events  constitute  the  first  resurrection.  "Blessed  and  holy 
is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  first  resurrection:  on  such  the 
second  death  hath  no  power."  "For  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  (John 
3:16).  "He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life: 
and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the 
wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him."  (John  3:36). 

The  second  death  is  the  sentence  of  the  wicked  for  their 
sin.  These  "live  not  again  until  the  thousand  years  are 
finished."  Scofield  says,  "The  resurrection  of  the  just  is 
mentioned  in  Luke  14: 13,  14  and  the  resurrection  of  "life" 
is  distinguished  from  the  "resurrection  unto  damnation"  in 
John  5:29.  "For  the  hour  is  coming,  in  the  which  all  that 
are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice,  and  shall  come  forth; 
they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  resurrection  of  life;  and 
they  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  resurrection  of  the  damna- 
tion." (John  5:28b,  29).  In  Revelation  20  we  learn  for  the 
first  time  what  interval  separates  this  final  resurrection 
from  the  first  resurrection,  at  which  time  we  shall  all  be 
changed  "in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the 
last  trump: 2  for  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall 

2  Some  think  this  is  at  the  last  of  the  "seven  trumpets." 
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be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we  shall  be  changed/'  1  Cor. 
16:51b,  52).  This  interval  is  the  glorious  age  of  Christ's 
rule  on  earth,  to  which  all  true  and  informed  Christians  look 
forward  with  the  "great  hope  of  His  appearing."  "For  as 
the  earth  bringeth  forth  her  bud,  and  as  the  garden  causeth 
the  things  that  are  sown  in  it  to  spring  forth;  so  the  Lord 
God  will  cause  righteousness  and  praise  to  spring  forth 
before  all  the  nations."  (Isa.  61:11)  "Repent  ye  therefore, 
and  be  converted,  that  your  sins  may  be  blotted  out,  when 
the  times  of  refreshing  shall  come  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord;  and  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ,  which  before  was 
preached  unto  you:  Whom  the  heaven  must  receive  until 
the  times  of  restitution  of  all  things,  which  God  hath  spoken 
by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the  world  began." 
(Acts  3: 19-21). 3 

The  Final  Doom  of  Satan  and  of  the  Unbelieving  Dead 
Rev.  20:7-15. 

We  are  given  a  glimpse  of  events  which  take  place  at 
the  end  of  the  thousand-year  period.  Evil  (Satan)  is  re- 
leased for  a  brief  time;  again  the  demand  of  choice  comes 
into  effect,  and  from  the  descendants  of  the  same  "elements 
of  destruction"  (Gog  and  Magog)  a  great  number  (as  the 
sand  of  the  sea,  verse  8)  gathered  from  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth  about  the  "beloved  city",  the  capitol  of  Christ's 
Kingdom,  to  "battle"  against  Him.  How  deceived  they  will 
be  to  desire  and  attempt  such  a  thing!  This  will  necessi- 
tate and  complete  the  doom  of  Satan  and  his  hosts.  See 
1  John  3: 8.  The  judgment  of  the  Sovereign  God  will  utterly 
destroy  them. 

By  some  mysterious  manifestation  of  the  Infinite,  Satan, 
the  ruler  of  "Darkness,"  who  has  been  kept  in  abeyance 
for  a  thousand  years4  by  the  Sovereign  God,  will  by  Him 
be  released  from  his  prison  for  a  short  time.  Whereupon 
he  will  immediately  enter  the  hearts  of  Gog  and  Magog,  who 
have  been  scattered  to  the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  and 
he  will  stir  them  up  for  war,  as  he  did  before.  However, 
there  will  be  no  battle;  God  will  simply  destroy  them. 
Christ  does  not  leave  us  in  ignorance  as  to  the  fate  of  Satan. 
He  shall  be  cast  into  that  place  of  eternal  separation  from 
God,  "where  the  beast  and  the  false  prophet  are,"  to  suffer 
the  torment  of  it  "forever  and  ever." 

3  Other  references:  John  5:  22-30,  11:23,  Matt.  22:31,  32,  Luke  14:14 
and  15.  See  also  Psalms  97  and  100. 


4  Notice  that  in  the  first  seven  verses  of  this  chapter,  the  definite 
period  of  1000  years  is  mentioned  six  times. 
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Linked  with  the  doom  of  Satan  is  the  final  doom  of 
the  unbelieving  dead.  John  saw  a  "great,  white  throne," 
symbolical  of  the  central  place  of  power  of  the  Holy,  Sover- 
eign God,  He  who  is  Omnesient,  Omnipresent  and  Omnipo- 
tent. Rev.  20:11-15. 

Then  he  saw  vast  multitudes  of  resurrected  ones,  both 
small  and  great,  stand  before  God.  Books  of  recorded  evi- 
dence were  brought,  and  the  "dead  were  judged  out  of  those 
things  which  were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their 
works,"  every  man  receiving  reward  according  to  his  deserts. 
When  these  books  are  opened,  people  will  find  that  they 
have  condemned  themselves.5 

"This  is  the  second  death,"  the  death  to  which  Jesus 
referred  in  John  5:24  when  He  spoke  to  the  Jews  saying, 
"Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  He  that  heareth  my  word 
and  believeth  on  Him  that  sent  me,  hcrth  everlasting  life, 
and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation,  but  is  passed  from 
death  unto  life."  See  John  8:21,  24,  51, 11:25-27,  and  14:22-31. 

The  Absolute  Completion  of  Redemption. 

Thi&  is  the  grand  finale  of  death  and  hell,  when  they, 
too,  are  cast  into  the  "lake  of  fire;"  it  is  the  judgment  of 
destruction,  at  the  end  of  the  millenium.  "Then  cometh  the 
end,  when  he  shall  have  delivered  up  the  kingdom  to  God, 
even  the  Father;  when  he  shall  have  put  down  all  rule  and 
all  authority  and  power.  For  he  must  reign,  till  he  hath 
put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.  The  last  enemy  that  shall 
be  destroyed  is  death."  (1  Cor.  15:24-27).  Death  and  hell 
pass  completely  out  of  man's  experience;  the  wicked  are 


5  "Wherefore  I  say  unto  you,  All  manner  of  sin  and  blasphemy  shall 
be  forgiven  unto  men:  but  the  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost 
shall  not  be  forgiven  unto  men.  And  whosoever  speaketh  a  word 
against  the  Son  of  man,  it  shall  beforgiven  him:  but  whosoever 
speaketh  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  shall  not  be  forgiven  him,  neither 

in  this  world,  neither  in  the  world  to  come But  I  say  unto 

you,  That  every  idle  word  that  men  shall  speak,  they  shall  give 
account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment.  For  by  thy  words  thou 
shalt  be  justified,  and  by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  condemned."  Matt. 
12:31,  32,  36,  37. 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Cursed  be  the  man  that  truseth  in  man,  and 
maketh  flesh  his  arm,  and  whose  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord  .... 
I,  the  Lord  search  the  heart,  I  try  the  reins,  even  to  give  every  man 

according  to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings 

O  Lord,  the  hope  of  Israel,  all  that  forsake  thee  shall  be  ashamed, 
and  they  that  depart  from  me  shall  be  written  in  the  earth,  because 
they  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  the  fountain  of  living  waters.'1  Jer. 
17:5,  10,  13. 
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destroyed  with  Satan,  the  saved  or  redeemed  ones  have 
nothing  further  to  fear  from  them  for  they  are  absolutely 
destroyed  from  their  realm. 

Another  book  was  also  brought  at  this  time,  the  "book 
of  life"  and  "whosoever  not  found  written  in  the  book  was 
cast  into  the  lake  of  fire."6  It  matters  not  whether  these 
are  actual  books  or  not;  they  are  God's  records;  that  is 
enough. 

Rev.  21.    A  new  Heaven  and  a  New  Earth. 

In  the  previous  chapter  (verses  14  and  15),  we  read 
that  the  "second  death"  had  occurred.  Then  John  "saw  a 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth."  This  chapter  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  picture.  Remember  that  John  did  not  divide 
the  book  into  chapters  and  verses. 

The  "first  heaven  and  the  first  earth  were  passed  away." 
This  seems  clearly  to  indicate  another  great  cataclysmic 
change  in  our  earth  somewhat  like  that  indicated  in  the 
first  few  verses  of  Genesis  when  our  world  was  formed.  At 
any  rate,  we  can  see  that  separate  nations  ("sea")  shall  be 
no  more  and  that  a  completely  new  order  is  established  on 
the  earth.  Even  heaven  itself  is  changed,  because  Christ 
and  his  saints  have  returned  to  the  earth  long  since  and  a 
new  system  of  heavenly  verities  has  begun.  However,  God's 
heavenly  laws  are  not  changed;  they  are  eternal. 

Peter  calls  this  the  period  of  time  the  "day  of  God," 
when  the  "former  things  are  passed  away"  and  "God  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears." 

Do  not  fail  to  read  Rev.  21:4,  and  2  Peter  3  and  1  Cor. 
15:20-28. 

"BEHOLD,  ALL  THINGS  ARE  BECOME  NEW"! 

Isaiah  wrote  of  this  day  in  Chapter  65.  Verse  17  reads, 
"For,  behold,  I  create  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth:  and 


6"(1)  The  life  is  called  'eternal'  because  it  was  from  the  eternity 
which  is  past  unto  the  eternity  which  is  to  come — it  is  the  life  of 
God  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  God  (John  1:4;  5:26;  1  John 
1:1,  2).  (2)  This  life  of  God,  which  was  revealed  in  Christ,  is  im- 
parted in  a  new  birth  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  acting  upon  the  word  of 
God,  to  every  believer  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (John  3:3-15). 
(3)  The  life  thus  imparted  is  not  a  new  life  except  in  the  sense  of 
human  possession;  it  is  still  'that  which  was  from  the  beginning,' 
But  the  recipient  is  a  'new  creation'  (2  Cor.  5:17;  Gal.  6:15).  (4) 
The  life  of  God  which  is  in  the  believer  is  an  unsevered  part  of  the 
life  which  eternally  was,  and  eternally  is,  in  Christ  Jesus — one  life, 
in  Him  and  in  the  believer — Vine  and  branches;  Head  and  mem- 
bers (1  Cor.  6:17;  Gal.  2:20;  Col.  1:27;  3:3,  4;  1  John  5:11,  12;  John 
15:1-5;  1  Cor.  12:12-14)."  Scofield's  note  No.  4  at  foot  of  Rev.  22. 


the  former  shall  not  be  remembered  nor  come  into  mind." 
It  is  greatly  strengthening  to  note  in  Isa.  66:23  that  "all 
flesh  shall  come  to  worship  before  me."  In  Num.  14:21  we 
read,  "  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  the 
Lord." 

John  then  "heard  a  great  voice  of  heaven  saying,  'Be- 
hold, the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  He  will  dwell 
with  them  and  they  shall  be  His  people  and  God  Himself, 
shall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God'." 

"He  that  sat  on  the  throne"  said  to  John,  "Write:  for 
these  words  are  true  and  faithful.  It  is  done.  I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end.  I  will  give  unto  him 
that  is  athirst  of  the  fountain  of  the  water  of  life  freely. 
He  that  overcometh  shall  inherit  all  things;  and  I  will  be 
his  God,  and  he  shall  be  my  son." 

Those  who  reject  God  are  removed;  redemption  is  com- 
pleted; the  last  enemy,  death,  is  conquered  and  Sin  is  gone 
forever.  It  will  indeed  be  a  "new  creation." 

Scofield  lists  the  seven  new  things  of  this  period  as 
follows: 

1.  The  new  heaven.    Rev.  21:1,  2. 

2.  The  new  earth.    Rev.  21:1,  2. 

3.  The  new  people.     Rev.  21:3-7. 

4.  The  new  Jerusalem.    Rev.  21:9-21. 

5.  The  new  temple.    Rev.  21:22. 

6.  The  new  light.    Rev.  21:23-27. 

7.  The  new  Paradise.    Rev.  22:1-7. 

The  earth  is  peopled  with  a  people  made  new,  the  in- 
heritors of  all  things  of  God,  truly  sons  of  God  and  brothers. 
Then  will  men  experience  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man 
and  the  fatherhood  of  God.  See  Rev.  21:6  and  7.  To  them 
will  Christ,  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  give  of  the  water  of  life 
freely. 

The  "New  Jerusalem"  was  pictured  to  John  as  a  "bride 
adorned  for  her  husband."  Again,  one  of  the  seven  angels 
who  had  the  vials  (and  who  poured  judgment  out  upon  the 
earth)  came  to  John  saying,  "Come  hither,  and  I  will  show 
thee  the  Lamb's  wife."  The  bride  had  become  the  wife, 
united,  to  be  always  with  Him. 

A  glorius  picture  in  symbolism  of  this  was  shown  to 
John.  He  was  "carried  away  in  the  spirit  to  a  great  and 
high  mountain."  Supernaturally,  he  was  transported  to  a 
place  or  condition  of  broad  and  comprehensive  vision. 


There,  he  beheld  "the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife."  the  holy 
Jerusalem  (the  vast  multitude  of  Christ's  redeemed)  "des- 
cending out- of  heaven  from  God,  having  the  glory  of  God." 
A  most  marvelous  description  of  the  city  follows  in  verses 
11-27  of  chapter  21,  worthy  of  careful  and  prayerful  study. 
(See  1  John  3:1-3).  We  notice  first  that  her  light  was  brill- 
iant and  "clear  as  crystal,"  the  purity  of  absolute  righteous- 
ness like  the  realm  around  the  throne  of  God.  There  was 
a  "wall,  great  and  high,"  denoting  protection,  security 
from  all  harm.  Note  verses  12  and  14  and  you  will  see 
that  the  "twelve  gates  and  the  twelve  foundations"  speak 
of  the  same  thing  that  the  twenty-four  elders  do,  the 
complete  company  of  the  redeemed,  both  before  and  after 
Christ,  the  commonwealth  of  Israel.  See  Eph.  2:19-22.  The 
number  twelve  in  the  Bible  denotes  perfect  form  of  govern- 
ment. Seven  times  the  number  twelve  is  mentioned,  de- 
noting seven  phases  of  the  perfect  government. 

The  "city"  is  foursquare,  perfect,  and  is  measured  by  the 
angel  of  God  for  possession.  The  building  material,  and  the 
precious  stones  are  all  typical  of  spiritual  realities. 

There  is  "no  temple  therein"  because  the  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty and  the  Lamb  are  there.  They  are  the  new  temple, 
the  "figure"  of  the  true  one  is  no  longer  needed.  (In  con- 
nection with  verse  22  read  Ezek.  40-44) . 

They  will  not  need  the  sun  (the  ecclesiastical  system) 
to  shine,  (to  govern  them) ;  or  the  moon  (civil  government 
of  man)  because  "the  Lamb  will  be  the  light  thereof".  His 
"light"  will  illumine  and  motivate  them  entirely.  "And  the 
nations  of  them  which  are  saved/  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  it 
(the  holy  city) ;.  and  the  kings  of  the,  earth  do  bring  their 
glory  and  honour  into  it."  The  "light"  shall  be  continuous, 
"no  night  there,"  no  darkness;  nothing  to  fear,  therefore 
the  "gates  shall  not  be  shut  at  all."  See  Hab.  2:14  and 
Heb.  8:11. 

"And  there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  into  it  anything  that 
defileth"  (for  it  would  surely  destroy  the  crystal  clearness), 
"neither  whatsoever  worketh  abominations  or  maketh  a 
lie;  but  they  only  which  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of 
life."  Sweet  assurance.  Rev.  21:.27. 
•  Rev.  22.  The  Last  Message  of  the  B;ble. 

We  have  come  to  the  last  chapter  irb  the  Bible,  which 
is  full  of  -  glorious  messages.  Altogether  it.  presents  a  glor- 
ious and  hope-inspiring  picture;  so  marvelous  a  Saviour 
and  so  glorious  -a  future! 

In  verse   16   we  find  the  -words,   "I,  Jesus,  have  .sent 
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mine  angel  to  testify  unto  you  these  things  in  the  churches." 
THIS  PLAINLY  SHOWS  THAT  IT  IS  HIS  WILL  THAT 
IN  ALL  THE  TRUE  CHURCHES  THESE  THINGS 
SHOULD  BE  TESTIFIED  OF  AND  PREACHED.  PRO- 
PHECY IS  AS  A  LAMP  UNTO  OUR  FEET.  IT  IS  OUR 
RESPONSIBILITY  TO  "HEAR"  AND  READ  AND  TEACH 
THESE  THINGS.  SOLEMNLY  WE  ARE  WARNED  TO 
NEITHER  TAKE  FROM  OR  ADD  TO  THE  THINGS  OF 
THIS  BOOK. 

Notice  the  words  of  verse  7:  "Behold,  I  come  quickly" 
(suddenly) ;  "blessed  is  he  that  keepeth  the  sayings  of  the 
prophecy  of  this  book."  Blessed  is  he  that  stores  them  in 
his  heart  as  "faithful  and  true",  and  abides  by  them.  "His 
reward,  He  brings  with  Him;  and  every  man  shall  remain  as 
he  is  found  at  His  coming."  These  two  verses  settle  any  dis- 
pute as  to  last  minute  transformations;  no  one  can  serve 
Satan  until  the  appearance  of  Christ  and  then  expect  to 
switch  suddenly  to  His  camp.  "And,  behold,  I  come  quick- 
ly, and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every  man  according 
as  his  work  shall  be."  Rev.  22:12.  The  punishment  of  Sin 
is  the  state  of  eternal  sin,  just  as  the  reward  of  holiness  is 
eternal  -holiness.  As  they  are  when  the  Lord  Jesus  comes 
in  judgment,  so  they  will  remain.  "He  that  is  unjust,  let 
him  be  unjust  still:  and  he  which  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy 
still:  and  he  that  is  righteous,  let  him  be  righteous  still; 
and  he  that  is  holy,  let  him  be  holy  still."  Rev.  22: 11. 

And  the  angel  said  unto  John,  Seal  not  this  book,  for 
the  time  is  at  hand."  (See  Rev.  1:3),  From  that  time  on 
these  things  were  to  be  open  before  Christians.  This  Rev- 
elation was  not  to  be  sealed  up  and  hidden  away  in  secret 
archives.  Blessings  are  promised  and  warnings  given  to 
those  who  "hear  it." 

After  the  cleansing  of  the  earth,  the  "curse  of  Sin" 
will  be  no  more,  for  the  "throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb"  shall 
be  in  the  midst  of  the  "holy  city"  (verse  3).7 

The  "healing  of  the  nations." 

The  promise  of  this  is  glorious.  How  many  times  the 
prophets  of  the  Old  Testament  foretold  this!  How  much  of 
the  Old  Testament  is  opened  up  when  we  understand  the 
Revelation;  and  all  the  New  Testament  takes  on  new  mean- 
ing. 

Read  carefully  verses  1  and  2  of  Revelation  22  and  you 
will  see  that  John  tells  us  that  after  showing  him  the  "new 

7  See  Zech.  14:11— contrast  Gen.  3:6,  7,  17.  See  Isa.  11:6-9,  Hosea 
2:18.  There  are  many  passages  in  the  Bible  touching  on  these  things. 
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Jerusalem,"  the  angel  (who  was  one  of  the  prophets — vs.9) 
showed  to  him  "a  pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as  crystal, 
proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb."  This 
is  for  the  healing  of  the  nations,  a  pure  flowing  stream  of 
spiritual  power  and  refreshment  and  revival,  having  in  it 
the  vitality  of  Life,  fresh  from  God  Himself.  It  shall  be  "clear 
as  crystal,"  of  absolute  purity,  with  all  the  elements  of  true 
righteousness  and  knowledge.  Now,  the  nations  are  "ever 
learning  and  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth"  in  anything.  (2  Tim.  3:7).  Then  all  shall  know,  until 
there  is  no  need  to  teach.  John  14:6,  16:13,  18:38.  All 
false  teaching  in  our  systems  of  education  will  be  ended; 
only  pure  truth  regarding  all  things  will  be  taught. 

John  tells  us  that  on  either  side  of  the  great  river  of 
life,  there  will  grow  the  "tree  of  life"  (watered  and  nour- 
ished beside  it),  which  will  bear  twelve  kinds  of  fruit  and 
will  yield  her  fruit  every  month  (twelve  times  a  year) . 
"And  the  leaves  of  the  tree  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 
See  Ezek.  47:12.  It  shall  be  the  perfect  Theocratic  system 
for  mankind. 

Who  is  "He  which  testifieth  these  things"?  He  whose 
revelation  this  is.  "The  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,  which 
God  gave  unto  him,  to  shew  unto  his  servants  things  which 
must  shortly  come  to  pass;  and  he  sent  and  signified  it  by 
his  angel  unto  his  servant  John:"  Rev.  1:1.  He  saith, 
"Behold,  I  come  quickly"  (or  suddenly) .  John  answers, 
"Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus." 

May  each  of  us  have  the  same  spirit  and  prayer. 

"The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all. 
Amen." 
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Crown  him  with  many  crowns, 

The  Lamb  upon  his  throne; 
Hark!  how  the  heavenly  anthem  drowns 

All  music  but  its  own; 
Awake,  my  soul,  and  sing, 

Of  him  who  died  for  thee, 
And  hail  him  as  thy  matchless  King 

Through  all  eternity. 

Crown  him  the  Lord  of  love; 

Behold  his  hands  and  side, 
Rich  wounds,  yet  visible  above, 

In  beauty  glorified: 
No  angel  in  the  sky 

Can  fully  bear  that  sight, 
But  downward  bends  his  burning  eye 
At  mysteries  so  bright. 

Crown  him  the  Lord  of  peace, 

Whose  power  a  scepter  sways 
From  pole  to  pole,  that  wars  may  cease, 

And  all  be  prayer  and  praise: 
His  reign  shall  know  no  end, 

And  round  his  pierced  feet. 
Fair  flowers  of  paradise  extend 

Their  fragrance  ever  sweet. 

Crown  him  the  Lord  of  years, 

The  Potentate  of  time, 
Creator  of  the  rolling  spheres, 

Ineffably  sublime! 
All  hail!  Redeemer,  hail! 

For  thou  hast  died  for  me; 
Thy  praise  shall  never,  never  fail 

Throughout  eternity. 

Matthew  Bridges. 
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